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the  Colony.  By  what  Addrefs  Monne- 
ville  and  a  young  Woman  of  Paris  avoid 
that  wretched  Fate .  He  obtains  an 
Employment  by  the  Credit  of  a  Father 
Recolet,  who  does  him  ft  ill  further 
Services.  In  what  Manner  Made - 
moifelle  du  Clos  and  he  lived  in  the 
Fort ,  and  in  the  Flabitation  of  the 
Commander .  They  part  in  a  friendly 
Manner .  How  jhe  became  Sakgame, 
or  Sovereign  of  a  Canton  of  the  Hu- 
rons.  A  Defcripiion  of  her  Habita¬ 
tion.  The  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of 
thofe  Savages ,  and  what  Reception 
they  gave  to  Monneviile.  The  Hiftory 
of  Mademoifelle  du  Clos.  The  Com- 
mandant  dies.  Monneviile  demands 
to  fucceed  him  in  his  Pcft.  The  Go¬ 
vernor  refufes  him  with  Politenefs , 
and  names  Monfieur  de  la  Haye,  a 
young  Parifian,  to  fill  the  Place  of 
Commandant  of  the  Fort ;  but ,  in  Re¬ 
turn ,  Monneviile  inherits  the  Habita¬ 
tion  and  Moveables  of  the  Deceafed. 
He  conducts  Monfieur  and  Madame  de 
la  Haye  to  the  Fort ,  and  becomes  their 
mofi  intimate  Friend:  Unfortunately 
Love  is  introduced  into  the  Party ,  and 
fpoils  all.  The  Hiftory  of  Monfieur 
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and  Madame  de  la  Haye.  A  Jlrange 
Event ,  which  ought  to  ferve  as  a 
Warning  to  the  Reader,  to  be  upon 
his  Guard  againjl  the  Surprizes  of 
Love. 

UR  Caravan  made  a  Halt 
at  Bourg  la  Reine,  to  put 
themfelves  into  a  proper 
marching  Order.  The  Sun, 
which  then  began  to  rife, 
fliewed  me  that  I  had  for  Affociates  two 
or  three  hundred  Sharpers  and  Ladies  of 
Pleafure,  who  were  fent  to  reinforce  the 
Colony  of  New-France.  As  we  all  went 
the  Voyage  with  Regret,  there  reign¬ 
ed  at  firft  a  general  Sorrow  among  us  •, 
fome  curbing  the  Perfons  to  whom  they 
imputed  their  Misfortunes,  and  making 
the  Air  refound  with  their  Cries  and  La¬ 
mentations  •,  others,  reprefenting  to  them¬ 
felves  the  Ufelefnefs  of  Complaints,  fwal- 
lowed  their  Vexations  in  profound  Si¬ 
lence  ;  but  infenfibly,  and  by  Degrees, 
they  began  to  make  a  Virtue  of  Neceffi- 
ty,  and  foon  after  Songs  and  laughter 
drove  away  all  their  melancholjy  Ideas. 
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^  There  was  in  the  Cart,  I  had  aimed 
faid  the  Coach,  in  which  I  was,  fourteen 
Women  and  a  young  Man,  who  enter¬ 
tained  them  infinitely  by  a  thoufand  Ral- 
leries  that  he  made  with  the  gayeft  Air. 
An  Abbe  who  is  going  to  take  Poffef- 
fion  of  a  rich  Abbacy  could  not  exprefs 
more  Joy.  We  were  all  furprized  at  fo 
ill-timed  a  Gaiety  >  he  perceived  it,  and 
faid  to  us, — By  the  frequent  Burft  of 
Laughter  that  efcape  me,  yovi  take  me 
For  a  Madman  :  Do  me  more  Juflice, 
if  you  pleafe  :  When  I  refled:  on  the  laft 
Trick  I  play’d  my  molt  honoured  Fa¬ 
ther,  I  cannot  forbear  fhaking  my  Sides 
at  his  Expence, 

I  am  the  Son  of  a  rich  Bookfeller  in 
the  Rue  St.  Jaques ,  who  took  effedtual 
Care  to  fpoil  me  in  my  Infancy ;  for  at 
five  Years  old  I  laughed  in  his  Face,  if 
he  pretended  to  give  himfelf  an  Air  of 
reprimanding  me  ;  and  every  Time  that, 
in  his  Faflion,  he  proceeded  to  Adtion 
with  me,  I  never  failed  to  throw  as 
many  Volumes  into  the  Well  as  I  had 
received  Blows :  I  fhould  tire  you  if  I 
related  all  the  malicious  Tricks  that  I 
have  •  play’d  him,  Judge  of  them  by 
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the  Refolution  he  has  now  taken,  to 
facrifice  an  only  Son  to  his  Refentment 
at  them  ;  for  I  have  neither  Brother  nor 
Siller,  nor  lhall  ever  have  according  to 
all  Appearances,  for  my  Father  and 
Mother  are  too  old  to  revenge  them- 
lelves  ol  me  in  that  manner. 

To  inftrudl  you,  purfued  he,  of  what 
occafions  my  prefent  Laughter,  I  mull 
tell  you,  that  thefe  three  Days  my  Fa¬ 
ther  has  kept  his  Shop  Unit  up,  and 
has  got  the  Keys  of  the  Houle  in  his 
own  PolTeffion,  that  I  might  not  efcape 
him.  My  Son,  laid  he  to  me  Yelterdav 
in  the  Evening,  with  a  wheedling  perfi¬ 
dious  Air,  get  yourfelf  ready  to  go  with 
me  To-morrow  Morning  into  the  Coun¬ 
try  ;  I  guefled  that  he  had  no  good  In¬ 
tention,  and  that  he  defigned  to  fend 
me  fomewhere  to  do  Pennance,  but  I 
did  not  expedt  to  go  lo  far  to  perform  it. 
To  render  the  Day  of  my  Departure  ce¬ 
lebrated,  and  to  engrave  the  Date  of  it 
in  Latin ,  Greek ,  and  French ,  whilft 
they  imagined  me  in  Bed,  I  flipped 
into  the  W arehoule,  where  leizing  with¬ 
out  Diftindlion  the  firll  Books  that  lay 
under  my  Hand,  I  tore  out  ten  or 
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twelve  Leaves  at  the  Beginning  of  every 
one  oi  them.  How  many  Lawyers 
have  I  difmembered !  how  many  Ora¬ 
tors  mutilated  !  how  many  Fathers  of 
the  Church  have  I  left  upon  the  Ground, 
with  fcarce  the  Face  of  a  Chriftian 
amongft  them  !  I  fpared  nothing,  Divi¬ 
nity,  Phyfick,  Pliftory,  Poetry,  Ro¬ 
mances,  all  underwent  the  fame  Fate  ; 
and  it  is  my  thinking  upon  the  Gri¬ 
maces  and  Lamentations  my  Father  is 
now  making,  that  I  laugh  fo  heartily. 
I  imagine  I  fee  him  enter  his  Warehoufe, 
which  is  now  only  an  Hofpital  of  Inva¬ 
lids,  he  confiders  the  Ravage  I  have 
made,  he  examines  the  Wounded,  and 
calculates,  with  Grief,  the  Expences  it 
mu  ft  coft  for  their  Recovery.  As  to 
thole  that  have  long  Prefaces,  they 
would  not  be  the  worfe  if  I  had  but  left 
upon  the  firft  Page,  their  Name,  their 
Age,  and  the  Place  of  their  Birth  ;  but 
for  want  of  that,  thefe  unhappy  Mar¬ 
tyrs  of  my  Revenge  imuft  pals,  as  I 
fhall  do,  for  Adventurers,  that  have 
neither  Houfe  nor  Plome,  and  belong 
to  nobody. 
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The  young  Man  here  ceafed  to  fpeak, 
to  begin  his  Laughter  again,  in  Inch  a 
manner  that  we  could  none  of  us  forbear 
joining  with  him  in  it.  His  Recital  lerv- 
ecl  as  a  Signal  to  the  worthy  Companions 
of  my  Journey  to  relate  their  Adven¬ 
tures  ;  but  every  one  endeavouring  to 
fpeak  the  firft,  they  altogether  made  a 
JMoife  equal  to  that  of  the  Pier  ides  after 
their  Metamorpoles.  I  interrupted  it  all, 
to  beg  them  to  give  me  a  Moment’s 
Audience,  Ladies,  faid  I  to  them,  I 
beg  you  would  confider,  that  we  are 
but  two  of  us  here  to  be  your  Auditors  ; 
we  cannot  at  the  fame  Time  give  the 
Attention  you  deferve  to  all  of  you. 
The  Bookfeller’s  Son  joined  himfelf  to 
me,  and  we  at  length  obtained  of  thefe 
virtuous  Ladies  that  they  fhouid  only 
fpeak  in  their  Turns. 

I  then  addreffed  myfclf  to  her  who 
made  the  beft  Appearance,  and  defired 
her  to  begin  ;  but  (lie  conjured  us  in  lo 
polite,  and  at  the  fame  Time  fo  dejedb 
ed  a  Manner,  to  excufe  her,  that  we 
left  her  at  her  Liberty.  5Tis  my  Turn 
then,  cries  her  next  Neighbour,  5tis  my 
Turn  to  captivate  your  Attentions ;  (he 
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had  fcarce  finifhed  thefe  Words,  before 
Jhv  began  to  relate  her  Exploits,  with  a 
Vivacity  fuitable  to  the  Subject.  She 
inftructed  us  very  finely,  as  well  as  her 
Companions,  molt  of  whom,  totheEdi- 
iication  ol  the  Public,  had  made  every 
Year  a  Retreat  of  fome  Months,  during 
which  they  joined,  to  a  very  negligent 
Drefs,  an  auftere  Faft  upon  Bread 
and  Water,  with  the  hardeft  Labour  of 
>•’(;  Hands.  Fhefe  innocent  Penitents 
treated  as  Venial  Sins,  and  witty  Strata¬ 
gems,  all  the  Faults  they  confeffed  they 
had  done:  To  have  emptied  a  Man’s 
Pockets,  turn’d  him  out  naked  into  the 
Street  in  the  Depth  of  Winter,  or  had 
him  thrown  out  of  the  Windows  •,  this, 
they  called,  teaching  Fools  to  know  the 
World. 

This  manner  of  Converfation  I  had 
every  Day  to  undergo  till  we  came  to 
Rochelle ,  where  we  arrived  very  much 
fatigued  with  our  uneafy  Equipage. 
There,  perceiving  myfelf  upon  the  Point 
of  being  embarked,  I  begged  a  Quarter 
of  an  Flour’s  Audience  of  the  Captain 
of  the  Vefiel.  I  hoped  to  excite  his 
Pity  by  a  Relation  of  the  Injuftice  that 

had 
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had  been  done  me,  and  to  render  my 
Recital  more  touching,  I  propofed  to 
accompany  it  with  the  Offer  of  my  Dia¬ 
mond  •,  but,  from  my  firft  Word  ap¬ 
prehending  that  I  defigned  to  tempt  his 
Fidelity,  he  would  not  permit  me  to  go 
on  with  the  reft  of  my  Harangue,  the 
Conclufion  of  which,  perhaps,  might 
have  been  more  agreeable  to  him  than 
the  Beginning.  He  flopped  my  Mouth, 
by  telling  me  abruptly,  that  he  would 
liften  to  me  at  the  firft  Calm  that  over¬ 
took  us  ;  and  that  if  I  tired  him  by  the 
Narration  I  had  to  make,  I  might 
depend  upon  being  tied  to  a  Can¬ 
non,  and  receiving  a  hundred  Stripes. 
The  fierce  Bevaviour  of  this  Officer  pre¬ 
vented  me  from  wifhing  to  offer  him 
my  Diamond.  I  feared  left  he  fliould 
retufe  it,  and  that  I  might  receive  fome 
rough  Treatment  for  it  from  his  brutal 
Integrity. 

I  loft  all  Hopes,  therefore,  of  termi¬ 
nating  my  Voyage  at  Rochelle ,  and  the 
Chagrin  it  gave  me  threw  me  into1  an 
Illnefs,  out  of  which  I  fhould  never  have 
recovered,  but  by  the  Affiftance  of  three 
Father  Recclets  who  were  in  the  Ship. 
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One  ol  them  had  already  travelled  into 
Canada ,  and  had  been  Guardian  of  the 
Convent  that  thofe  Religious  have  at 
Quebec ,  and  he  was  conducting  his  two 
Companions  thither -for  a  Recruit  to  the 
Society.  I  informed  him  by  what  Ad¬ 
venture  I  found  myfelf  reduced  to  leave 
my  Country  againft  my  Will ;  he  pitied 
me,  and  afterwards  exhorting  me  to 
harden  myfelf  againft  the  Fate  that  per- 
fecuted  me,  he  by  Degrees  infpired  me 
with  a  Courage  fuperior  to  my  Ill-for¬ 
tune.  My  Father,  faid  I  to  him  one 
Day,  Thanks  to  your  charitable  Exhor¬ 
tations,  I  prepared  for  the  moft  fatal 
Events.  Do  not  conceal  from  me,  I 
conjure  you,  the  Horror  of  the  Deftiny 
that  attends  thefe  unhappy  Wretches 
and  myfelf ;  in  what  manner  fhall  we 
be  ufed  when  we  are  in  Canada  ?  I  will 
inform  you,  replied  he,  fince  your  Stea- 
dinefs  of  Mind  permits  me  to  offer  fo 
melancholly  a  Picture  to  your  View. 

Out  of  all  the  Men  that  you  have  here, 
p  '/fued  he,  they  will  chufe  the  moft  ro- 
buft  to  hew  Stones,  fell  down  Woods, 
and  break  up  and  plow  the  Ground. 
Many  of  the  reft  will  be  fent  into  the 
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moft -diftant  Habitations,  and  by  Confe- 
quence  the  neareft  to  the  Savages,  who 
often  murder  thefe  unhappy  Creatures 
for  the  leaft  Subject  of  Complaint  they 
imagine  they  have  againft  them,  or  tile 
fet  Fire  to  their  Plantations.  Joined  to 
the  Terror  of  being  at  the  Mercy  of  the 
Savages,  there  is  lo  great  a  Scarcity  of 
every  thing,  that  three  Parts  of  the 
French  who  are  fent  to  thole  Places  pe- 
rifh  with  Hunger. 

Before  they  diftribute  them  into  their 
Quarters,  they  take  great  Care  to  pro¬ 
vide  every  Man  his  Mate  •,  Celibacy  be¬ 
ing  a  real  Crime  of  State  in  a  Colony. 

‘  The  newly  landed  are  obliged  to  marry 
upon  their  Arrival  at  Quebec,  which  is 
performed  after  the  following  manner  : 
The  Dame  Bourdon ,  Direftorels  of  the 
Houfe  where  the  Women  are  placed 
who  come  from  Paris,  lhares  out  the 
Wives  as  fhe  pleafes.  Happy  is  the 
Bridegroom  to  whom  fire  gives  a  Com¬ 
panion  found  in  Body  and  in  Mind. 
However,  to  induce  them  to  receive  the 
nuptial  Benediction  without  Repugnance,^ 
fire  always  makes  an  Elogy  to  them  of 
the  Perfections  of  their  defined  Biide. 

On 
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tiie. two  Companions  of  the 
onk,  burft  into  Laughter  at  this  Part 

°\  h}{  Dlfc°urfe.  To  fay  the  Truth, 
cried  he,  this  is  a  moft  pleafant  Policy  . 

imagine  I  fee  a  Broker,  who  by  one 
Glance  at  the  Shape  of  a  Man  who 
comes  into  his  Warehoufe,  finds  a  Suit 
as  fit  as  if  it  were  made  for  him.  Laugh 
^  y°»  pleafe,  replied  the  Guardian,  what 
I  tell  you  is  literally  true,  and  pradtifed 
exadlly  there.  The  laft  time  that  I  af- 
lifted  at  this  Matrimonial  Ceremony,  of 
which.  I  was  the  Minifter,  there  pre- 
len ted  himfelf  a  little  comical  Figure  of 
a  Man,  who  defired  the  Dame  Bourdon 
to  fiiew  him  her  Merchandize,  as  he 
called  it,  that  he  might  chufe  himfelf  a r 
Wife,  fince  it  was  a  Moveable  that  ho 
rnuft  burden  himfelf  with.  The  Diredto- 
refs  anfwered  him  in  the  fame  Tone,  My 
friend,  it  is  not  the  Cuftom  here  to 
chufe  thus  ;  befides,  I  have  Goods  of  a 
very  deceitful  Appearance,  and  you  may 
be  catched  by  them  •,  rather  leave  the 
7  hing  to  me,  I  fhall  know  better  than 
you  do,  what  will  be  fui table  for  you, 
when  you  have  told  me  who  you  are,  and 
what  you  can  do. 

I  am 
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I  am  a  Taylor  at  your  Service,  Ma¬ 
dam,  faid  he,  I  am  fent  about  feventy 
Leagues  from  hence  to  a  Canton  where 
there  is  not  one  of  my  Profeffion,  as 
they  tell  me.  I  cannot  fail  of  raifing 
my  Fortune  there  ;  therefore,  Madam, 
I  beg  you  will  confider  it.  You  fee 
I  fhall  not  make  a  Wife  unhappy.  I 
fhould  like  one  that  was  ledentary,  that 
would  get  my  Provifions  ready  for  me, 
and  help  me  a  little  in  my  Profeffion. 

I  can  do  your  Bufinefs  for  you,  Child, 
replied  the  Dame  Bourdon .  I  will  match 
thee  with  a  Girl  that  can  work  and  em¬ 
broider  to  Perfection.  She  is  a  great 
Workwoman,  handy,  neat,  entertaining, 
and  ffiaped  like  an  Angel.  I  am  glad 
I  can  make  thee  fo  happy,  for  thy 
Countenance  pleafes  me. 

After  having  fpoke  in  this  Manner, 
the  DireCtorels  went  to  fetch  the  Bride  ; 
and  during  that  Time  I  exhorted  the 
little  Taylor  not  to  marry  only  with  a 
View  of  obeying  the  Laws,  but  with  a 
Regard  to  his  Confolation  and  Affiftance 
in  his  Eftablifhment.  I  recommended 
to  him  above  all,  to  bring  up  his  Chil¬ 
dren  in  the  Fear  of  the  Lord,  and  held 

all 
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all  the  Difcourfes  to  him  that  it  was  my 
Power  to  ufe  upon  that  Occafion.  The 
Dame  Bourdon  returned  fome  Moments 
afterwards  with  a  tall  large  Woman, 
who  had  upon  her  Head  a  Hood  which 
half  covered  her  Face.  We  entered  all 
four  into  the  Chappel,  where  the  Di- 
reftorefs  defired  me  to  place  the  Woman 
on  the  Right-hand,  which  I  did  without 
demanding  the  Reafon  of  this  Novelty. 
But  in  the  Middle  of  the  Ceremony, 
having  caft  my  Eyes  upon  the  Bride,  I 
perceived  that  fhe  had  but  one  Eye, 
which  was  the  Left,  and  that  in  the 
Place  of  the  Right  fhe  had  a  Plaifter, 
which  flie  concealed  artfully  from  the 
curious  Looks  of  her  Bridegroom. 

I  confefs  to  you,  added  the  Guar¬ 
dian,  that  I  could  lcarce  maintain  my 
Gravity.  When  the  Ceremony  was  fi- 
nifhed,  the  Dame  Bourdon  made  the 
two  Spoules  fign  the  Billet  of  their  En¬ 
gagement,  of  which  flie  kept  a  Dupli¬ 
cate,  and  cond ufted  them  to  the  Door, 
where  having  delivered  the  new  Bride 
her  Dowry  *,  which  was  no  great  Bur¬ 
den, 

/ 

*  Fifty  Litres  which  the  King  orders  to  be 
given  them,  which  is  about  3/.  15^. 
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den,  fhe  left  thefe  two  Turtles  at  liberty 
to  go  where  they  thought  proper.  Af¬ 
terwards  returning  to  me,  Ah  !  my  Fa¬ 
ther,  faid  fire  to  me,  1  have  made  a 
glorious  Marriage.  I  was  ftrangely  em- 
barraffed  with  that  Creature.  She  was 
a  perfedt  Devil,  and  put  every  thing  in¬ 
to  diforder  here.  If  I  had  given  her  a 
Hufband  of  her  own  Size,  they  would 
always  have  been  in  Arms  ;  but  the 
Taylor  wont  dare  to  breathe  before  his 
Wife,  when  once  he  knows  what  Metal 
fhe  is  made  of.  Befides,  they  may  pro¬ 
duce  Children  between  them  both  that 
may  be  of  a  reafonable  Size.  Another 
Happinefs  will  be,  that  he  has  a  robuft 
Wife  that  will  grub  up  the  Land,  and 
hoe,  and  plant,  that  they  may  have 
fomething  to  live  upon  •,  for  the  little 
good  Man  is  ftrangely  miftaken,  if  he 
fancies  when  he  arrives  where  he  is  fent, 
that  he  fhall  find  his  Dinner  ready,  and 
that  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  crofs 
his  Legs  upon  his  Shop-board.  He 
will  have  little  Cuftom,  I  can  anfwer  for 
that. 

✓  \ 

This  Difcourfe  of  the  Father  Guar¬ 
dian  infinitely  diverted  his  two  Compa¬ 
nions, 
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nions.  I  laugh’d  at  it  alfo,  but  it  was  but 
a  forced  Laugh  ;  I  looked  with  Horror 
upon  fuch  a  Deftiny,  and  Ihewed  plainly 
enough  that  I  Ihould  not  behave  very 
well  to  a  Wife  given  me  by  the  Dame 
Bourdon.  The  Guardian  perceived  my 
Thoughts,  and  faid  to  me.  Don’t  af- 
flift  yourfelf,  Monfieur,  your  Perfon  and 
Behaviour  deferve  to  be  otherwife  treat¬ 
ed,  and  I  ihall  eafily  prevent  you  from 
being  reduced  to  that.  Your  Air  and 
Manner  diftinguifh  you  ftrongly  from 
the  Vagabonds  amongft  whom  you  have 
the  Misfortune  to  be  confounded  ;  and 
who,  a lm oft  all  of  them,  bear  engraved 
in  their  Faces  the  Crimes  they  come  to 
expiate  in  Canada.  You  may  be  afTured 
that  you  fibril  be  received  into  our  Or¬ 
der  with  open  Arms.  If  you  take  that 
Refolution,  you  will  fee  'that  we  are 
more  confidered  there  than  in  Europe. 
If  the  Monaftick  State  is  abfolutely  un- 
fuitable  to  you,  you  have  had  a  good 
Education,  you  write  well,  you  fhall 
not  need  to  quit  the  Town  of  Quebec, 
if  you  chufe  to  flay  there.  I  am  per- 
fwaded  I  fhall  be  able  to  procure  you  an 
Employment. 


I 
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I  thanked  this  charitable  Father  for 
his  Goodnefs  ;  and  depending  upon  the 
Friendffiip  that  he  teftified  to  me,  I  felt 
myfelf  confoled.  The  three  Recolets 
took  care  to  fay  Mafs  very  frequently  ; 
and  as  the  Chaplain’s  utmoft  Learning 
was  to  be  able  to  read,  the  Reverend 
Father  Guardian  preached  to  the  Ship’s 
Company  upon  all  Sundays  and  Holi¬ 
days.  Yet,  though  his  Sermons  were 
very  pathetick,  they  made  no  great 
Impreffion  upon  the  Hearers.  There 
were  fome  Irregularities  in  the  Vefiel  ; 
and  thefe  Irregularities  were  augmented 
every  Day  by  the  Indifcretion  of  the 
Officers,  who  made  themfelves  a  little 
too  familiar  with  our  fair  Parijians.  T he 
Sailors  followed  their  Example.  There 
was  not  fo  much  as  a  Cabbin-Boy,  who 
did  not  think  they  had  a  Right  to  make 
them  pay  for  their  Paffage.  However, 
the  Captain  fearing  the  Reproaches  of 
the  Court,  more  than  thofe  of  his  .Confci- 
.  ence,  undertook  to  confine  his  Nymphs; 
but  it  was  very  difficult  to  prevent  fo 
many  Halcyons  from  making  their  Nells 
upon  the  Waves. 


By 
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By  my  I  alent  for  Mufick  I  acquired 
tne  favour  of  fome  of  the  Officers,  who 
tender  flood  it  a  little.  This  put  me 
more  army Eafe,  I  had  a  better  Bed,  was 
better  fed,  and  had  more  Liberty.  The 
Monks  all  felicitated  me  upon  it,  except 
the  Father  Guardian,  who  not  wifliing 
that  I  fhould  have  any  Intimacy  but 
with  him,  faid  to  me  one  Day  in  pri¬ 
vate,  that  he  advifed  me  as  a  Friend 
not  to  have  too  much  Commerce  with 
the  Officers  of  the  Ship,  and  to  be  very 
referved  with  them,  becaufe,  he  faid, 
their  Behaviour  would  inevitably  cor¬ 
rupt  my  Manners.  So,  fo,  faid  I  to 
myfelf,  after  having  liftened  to  him 
with  Attention,  the  Reverend  Father 
feems  fully  refolved  to  wheedle  me  into 
his  Convent ;  the  Offers  of  Service  that 
he  made  me,  had  they  no  other  Defign 
than  to  make  me  take  up  his  Yoke  qui¬ 
etly,  the  Remedy  would  be  worfe 
than  the  Difeafe  ;  and  if  I  muft  be  in 
Slavery,  I  fhall  chufe  that  which  may 
come  to  an  End. 

There  was  in  the  Veffel  another  Per- 
fon  who  fliared  the  Favours  of  this 
pious  Religious  along  with  me.  This 

was 
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was  a  young  Woman  of  four  or  five  and 
twenty,  who  diftinguifhed  herfelf  by  a 
modeft  and  genteel  Behaviour.  She  ap¬ 
peared  plunged  in  a  Melancholly  which 
nothing  could  difhpate ;  and  fhe  had 
but  too  much  Reafon  to  deplore  her 
Misfortunes,  having  been  embarked  with 
us  by  Surprize  the  Day  before  our  De¬ 
parture.  I  had  been  (truck  as  much  as 
the  Monk  with  her  referved  Air-,  and 
when  I  had  an  Opportunity  of  converfing 
with  her,  I  found  Sentiments  in  her  that 
prejudiced  me  in  Favour  of  her  Birth, 
which  fhe  concealed  with  the  utmoft 
Care. 

Mademoifelle,  faicl  I  to  her  one  Day, 
in  the  Prefence  of  the  Father  Guardian, 
do  you  know  the  happy  Fate  that  attends 
us  ?  Have  you  been  told,  that  we  are 
here  as  in  the  Ark  of  Noah ,  and  that  we 
muft  not  go  from  hence  but  in  Pairs,  to 
be  fcattered  abroad,  and  multiply  upon 
the  Face  of  the  Earth  ?  They  will  give  a 
Wife  to  me  that  I  have  never  feen  *,  and 
you  will  be  given  up  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  to  an  unknown  Bridegroom.  The 
Religious  then  taking  up  the  Difcourfe, 
related  to  her  what  he  had  before  told 

me. 
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me,  of  die  Neceffity  and  the  Manner  of 
celebrating  this  Marriage,  fans  veremonie. 
The  young  Woman,  whilft  he  fpoke,  lift¬ 
ed  up  her  Eyes  to  Heaven,  and,  without 
fpeakmg,  lufficiently  teftified  theDiflike 
die  had  for  fuch  an  Union.  Well,  Ma- 
demoifelle,  faid  I  to  her,  when  the  Fa- 
tiie;  had  fmifbed  his  Difcourfe,  what  do 
you  think  of  all  this  ?  Don’t  we  both 
live  in  a  very  agreeable  Expectation  ? 
11  a  mutual  Confent  is  neccflary  to 
this  Marriage,  replied  fhe,  I  can  allure 
you  they  Inail  not  eafily  force  it  from 
me.  I  hey  fhall  rather  take  away  -my 
Life  than  oblige  me  to  become  the  Wife 
of  a  Carpenter  or  a  Bricklayer.  Upon 
this  the  Monk  preffed  her  to  inform  us 

of  her  Family,  but  fhe  refufed  to  fatisfy 
his  Curiofity. 

The  Dread  fhe  had  of  falling  into 
the  Elands  of  a  Man  of  the  moft  abjedt 
Condition  excited  my  Pity,  and  made 
me  think  upon  a  Method  of  quieting 
her  Mind  upon  that  Subject :  I  did  not 
confider  long,  a  Thought  came  into  my 
Head,  which  I  communicated  to  her  as 
foon  as  I  could  Ipeak  to  her  without  be¬ 
ing  overheard.  I  afked  her,  if,  to  pre- 

ferve 
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ferve  both  our  Liberties,  fhe  did  not 
think  it  might  be  proper,  upon  Occa* 
lion,  for  us  to  declare  that  we  were  mar¬ 
ried  together.  I  added,  that  I  was  pro- 
mifed  a  Settlement  in  the  Town  of  Que¬ 
bec,  which  I  judged  would  be  a  Pleafure 
to  her,  fince  it  would  be  in  my  Power 
by  that  to  prevent  her  from  being  exil¬ 
ed  into  the  defart  and  uninhabited  Part 
of  the  Country.  She  told  me,  that  by 
preferving  her  from  the  Horrors  that  had 
been  reprefented  to  her,  I  had  faved  her 
Life ;  that  I  need  only  compofe  a  Fable 
of  our  pretended  Marriage,  and  give  it 
to  her,  and  that  fhe  would  get  it  fo  tho¬ 
roughly  by  Heart,  that  fhe  fhould  make 
no  Hefitation  in  her  Anfwers  when  they 
came  to  interrogate  her. 

This  Expedient  appeared  good,  and 
.even  neceflary  to  me;  I  immediately 
fet  to  work  upon  the  Romance  of  our 
Amours,  our  Marriage,  and  our  Exile. 
I  kept  one  Copy  of  it  myfelf,  and  con¬ 
veyed  the  other  privately  into  her  Hands  •, 
but  her  Memory  had  no  Occafion  to  be 
burthen’d  with  thefe  Inventions,  for  as 
foon  as  I  had  informed  the  Reverend  Fa¬ 
ther  Guardian,  that  this  young  Perfon 

and 
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and  myfelfwere  two  unfortunate  Spoufes, 
perfecuted  by  Fortune,  that  good  Reli¬ 
gious,  believing  me  upon  my  bare  Word, 
generoufly  granted  us  his  Protection,  and 
promifed  to  do  us  Service  ;  which  deli¬ 
vered  me  from  the  Error  I  had  been  in, 
that  his  Reverence  had  only  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  free  me  from  the  Mifery  of  my 
prefent  Situation,  in  order  to  fubjeft  me 
to  that  of  a  monallick  Life. 

* 

After  a  Navigation  more  fortunate 
than  a  Veffel  fo  loaded  with  Iniquities  as 
ours  was  could  deferve,  we  arrived  at 
Quebec  in  the  Beginning  of  November , 
1690.  If  we  had  enter’d  the  River  St. 
Lawrence  eight  Days  fooner,  we  fhould 
have  been  taken  by  the  Englijh  Admiral 
Phipps ,  who  came  with  a  Fleet  of  near 
forty  Sail,  to  make  an  Attempt  upon 
this  Capital  of  Canada ,  tho’  without  Sue- 
cefs :  Fie  loft  a  great  Number  of  Men, 
and  left  feveral  Pieces  of  Cannon,  which 
ferved  to  celebrate  his  Departure  in  the 
Rejoicings  that  were  made  lome  few 
Days  after, 

Monfieur  de  Longueil ,  who  is  doubt- 
le£s  well  known  to  the  Chevalier  de  Beau - 
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cbene,  and  who  without  difpute  is  one 
of  the  brave  ft  of  our  Sea  Officers,  had 
great  Occafion  to  return  Thanks  in  par¬ 
ticular.  The  Adventure  was  Angular : 
Monfieur  de  Longueil  in  the  Adtion  re¬ 
ceived  a  Mufket-lhot,  the  Ball  ftruck 
upon  his  Powder  Horn  and  cracked  it. 
He  put  his  Hand  to  it  immediately  to 
take  out  fome  Powder  to  fhoot  again, 
and  at  the  fame  Inftant  a  fecond  Ball  hit 
diredtly  upon  the  very  Place,  brokfc  it 
entirely  to  pieces,  and  he  efcaped  with 
only  a  flight  Contufion. 

Upon  my  Arrival  at  Quebec,  I  found 
the  Father  Guardian  had  not  falfely  af- 
liired  me  that  he  would  procure  me  to 
be  diftinguifhed  from  the  Multitude. 
I  found  myfelf  in  the  Enjoyment  of  a 
perfedt  Freedom,  as  well  as  the  Perfon 
who  pafied  for  my  Wife,  and  whom 
for  the  future  I  fhall  call  Mademoifelle 
du  Clos ,  being  the  Name  under  which 
ilie  was  placed  upon  the  Lift.  This 
worthy  Religious  did  not  ftop  here  ; 
with  a  common  Adrejj'e ,  only  figned 
by  the  Hand  of  his  Reverence,  we  were 
well  received  and  handfomely  lodged  in 
the  Houfe  of  a  rich  Merchant,  near  the 

principal 
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principal  Church,  which  is  dedicated  to 
our  Lady.  The  Merchant  took  down 
our  Travelling  Names,  and  made  life  of 
them  to  fign  our  Arrival,  for  the  Dif- 
charge  of  the  Captain  of  the  Veffel, 
upon  the  fcandalous  Lift,  otherwife  call¬ 
ed  the  Regifter  of  the  Names  of  the 
Vagabonds  fent  to  inhabit  in  New- 
France. 

The  Fear  of  a  great  Evil  leaves  us 
no  room  to  think  of  fmall  Inconveni- 
cncies :  Mademoifelle  du  Clos ,  now  lhe 
was  freed  from  the  dreadful  Marriages, 
the  very  Idea  of  which  had  made  her 
tremble,  found  herfelf  much  embarafled 
when  it  was  Time  for  us  to  retire  to 
Sleep  ;  fo  that  when  I  entered  the  Cham¬ 
ber  which  was  deftined  for  us,  and  where 
lhe  had  retired  before  me,  I  found  her 
all  in  Tears,  and  in  as  much  Affliftion 
as  if  lhe  had  been  married  to  the  Brick¬ 
layer  or  Carpenter  lhe  had  talked  off. 
Go  to  Bed,  Monfieur,  faid  lhe  to  me, 

I  defign  to  fit  up  all  Night.  No, 
Mademoifelle,  replied  I,  this  Bed  lhall 
not  be  for  me,  you  lhall  repofe  in  it  if 
you  pleafe,  Your  Terrors  offend  me. 

I  am  a  Man  of  Honour,  and  an  honeft 

Man, 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene.  2 5 

Man,  and  did  not  invent  the  Fable  of 
our  Marriage,  to  profit  by  it  in  the  un¬ 
worthy  Manner  you  feem  to  apprehend . 

In  efifeft,  I  felt  a  Refpeft  for  her,  in- 
Ijpired  by  her  noble  and  referved  Mein, 
that  hindered  me  from  forming  the  leaft 
Thought  of  abufing  the  unhappy  Situ¬ 
ation  file  was  reduced  to*.  At  length  I 
harangued  her  fo  ftrenuoufiy,  that  I  re- 
affured  her.  I  obliged  her  to  go  to  Bed, 
after  having  taken  one  of  her  Mattreffes 
which  I  fpread  upon  the  Ground,  and 
upon  which  I  laid  in  my  Cloaths.  We 
were  fcarce  rifen  the  next  Morning  be¬ 
fore  our  Patron  came  to  fee  us,  though 
his  Convent  was  at  a  confiderable  Di- 
ftance  from  the  great  Church  :  He  de¬ 
fied  us  not  to  be  uneafy,  and  affured 
us  again  that  he  would  take  care  of  our 
Eftablifhment.  He  paid  a  thoufand  Ci¬ 
vilities  both  to  Mademoifelle  du  Glcs ,  and 
to  me.  Flow  uncharitable  and  how7  di- 
ftruftful  is  the  Heart  of  Man,  and  to 
what  unworthy  Views  had  not  I  the 
Weaknefs  to  attribute  the  Kindnefs  that 
this  holy  Religious  expreffed  to  us  !  But 
indeed  in  a  few  Days  after  I  did  him 
.more  Juftice. 

Vql.  II.  c  Fie 
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He  came  again  to  fee  us.  He  was 
accompanied  by  Monfieur  de  la  Valiere , 
Captain  of  the  Guards  to  Monfieur  de 
Front enac ,  and  he  informed  us,  that  at 
the  Recommendation  of  this  worthy 
Friend  he  had  juft  obtained  for  me  a 
Poft,  which  was  confiderable  in  relation 
to  its  Situation  for  Trade.  There  is 
but  afmall  Pay  attached  to  this  Employ¬ 
ment,  added  he ;  but  it  takes  in  the 
Functions  of  five  or  fix  Places  at  once. 
In  the  firft  place,  you  will  be  Cafhier 
in  a  Fort  near  the  Frontiers  of  the  Hu- 
rons ,  where  you  will  have  about  a  do¬ 
zen  Soldiers  to  pay,  who  compofe  the 
whole  Garrifon.  You  will  have  the 
Direction  of  their  Magazines,  which  you 
are  always  to  keep  in  Order,  in  cafe  of 
an  Attack  from  the  Savages.  Y ou  will 
be  alfo  charged  with  receiving  the  Con¬ 
tingencies  that  the  Matters  of  the  Ha¬ 
bitations,  near  the  Fort,  are  to  furnifh. 
And,  befides  all  this,  you  mutt  take 
care  to  keep  up  the  greateft  Intimacy 
with  the  Savages  of  the  Frontier,  to 
difpofe  them  by.  degrees  to  fubmit  ami¬ 
cably  to  the  French  Government. 

Being 
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Being  unwilling  that  Mademoifelle  die 
Clos  fhould  expend  a  fmall  Sum  of  Mo¬ 
ney  which  fhe  had  with  her,  and  having 
feveral  neceffary  Provisions  to  make  for 
us,  I  defired  our  Hoil  to  procure  me 
fome  Money  upon  my  Ring,  To  this 
end  he  conducted  me  to  a  rich  Trader, 
who  was  at  once  a  Goldfmith,  a  Jeweller, 
and  an  Ironmonger,  and  who  immedi¬ 
ately  very  handfomely  offered  me  a  hun¬ 
dred  Piftoles  upon  my  Diamond,  which 
I  accepted,  telling  him,  in  the  Prefence 
of  my  Hoff,  and  of  feveral  other  Per- 
fons  who  were  there,  that  if  I  perifhed 
in  the  Place  where  I  was  fent,  I  defired 
him  to  give  the  Remainder  of  the  Va¬ 
lue  of  my  Diamond,  or  the  Diamond  it- 
felt,  in  Cafe  I  left  enough  to  pay  him 
what  he  had  lent  me  upon  it,  to  the 
Reverend  Father  Guardian  of  the  Reco- 
lets  in  that  City. 

With  the  Money  that  I  received  I 
bought  thofe  Things  that  were  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  for  us,  and  a  Watch  to 
make  a  Prefent  of  to  our  Benefactor. 
The  Evening  before  our  Departure,  this 
good  Father  carried  me  to  the  Governor, 
who  had  his  Refidence  at  one  End  of 
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the  City,  in  the  Fort  St.  Louis.  I  re¬ 
ceived  my  Inftru&ions  there,  with  an 
Order  to  depart  immediately  ;  which  I 
did  the  Day  following  under  the  Efcort 
of  live  Soldiers,  who  were  given  to  my 
ConduCt  in  order  to  reimplace  the  fame 
Number  who  had  defer  ted  from  the  Fort 
where  I  was  going,  and  were  gone  a- 
mongft  the  Savages. 

The  Reverend  Father,  to  compleat 
his  Generofity,  regulated  all  our  Affairs 
himfelf,  and  would  fee  us  depart.  We 
were  then  fully  convinced  that  in  ob¬ 
liging  us  he  had  liftened  only  to  the 
Didtates  of  his  own  good  Heart,  and 
to  the  Voice  of  Humanity  and  Chriftian 
Charity,  fince  upon  his  quitting  us,  per¬ 
haps  for  ever,  he  redoubled  his  Benefits. 
He  forbid  our  Hoft  to  accept  the  leaft 
Trifle  from  us,  and  refufed  the  Watch 
that  I  offered  him.  I  don’t  doubt  of 
your  Gratitude,  faid  he  to  us,  therefore 
J  have  no  need  that  you  fhould  give  me 
Proofs  of  it.  All  that  I  exaft  of  you 
is,  that  you  always  live  in  the  Fear  of 
God,  who  will  never  abandon  you  fo 
long  as  you  ferve  him  faithfully.  After 
a  fhort  Exhortation  upon  this  Subjcft,  he 
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left  us  fo  touched  with  his  Friendship  to 
us,  his  Liberality  and  his  Virtue,  that 
we  had  fcarce  the  Power  to  bid  him 
Adieu. 

Flow  great  are  the  Tranfports  they 
Feel  who  do  good  to  the  Unfortunate  1 
The  Satisfaction  that  they  enjoy,  even  in 
this  life,  is  preferable  to  all  the  Plea¬ 
sures  the  World  can  offer.  The  Lot  of 
this  holy  Man  appeared  to  me  then, 
more  worthy  of  Envy  than  all  the  Gran¬ 
deur  of  the  Earth  5  doubtlds  we  found 
ourfelves  lefs  happy  by  receiving  fo 
many  Services  from  him  in  fuch  preffing 
Neceffitv,  than  he  did  in  being  able  to 
do  them  for  us. 

We  had  not  been  above  two  Houis 
embarked  and  departed  from  Qjebec, 
when  Mademoifelle  du  Clos  perceiving 
my  Adreffe  upon  two  Valifes  that  were 
in  the  Canoe,  laid  to  me  :  I  fuppofe  it 
was  the  Keys  of  thofe  Valifes  that  you 
had  forgot,  and  that  the  Reverend  Fa¬ 
ther  gave  me  as  he  was  departing.  I 
know  nothing,  replied  I,  either  of  the 
Valifes  or  the  Keys.  Mademoifelle  du 
Clos  immediately  took  the  Keys  and 
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opened  the  Yalifes.  They  were  full  of 
all  Manner  of  LInnen  that  could  be 
necefiary  for  us.  W e  were  ftruck  fpeech- 
lefs  at  the  Sight,  and  when  we  had  reco¬ 
ver’d  ourfelves  we  returned  innumerable 
Thanks  to  that  Providence  which  had 
thrown  into  our  Way  fo  charitable  a  Man. 

We.  had  for  our  Guides  two  Sailors 
of  the  Lower  Town,  who  were  mar¬ 
ried.  They  generally  chufe  to  make 
ufe  of  thofe,  became  the  Defire  of  re- 
Riming  to  their  Wives  and  their  Chil¬ 
dren,  makes  them  acquit  themfelves 
more  punctually  cf  thefe  dangerous  Com- 
millions.  A  (lifted  by  the  Soldiers,  who 
had  Orders  to  help  them  in  going  up 
the  River,  they  eafily  carried  us  in  Ca¬ 
noes  as  far  as  Montreal ;  but  after  that, 
upon  account  of  the  rapid  Falls  and  Ca- 
tarafts,  we  were  often  obliged  to  go  on 
Foot,  and  fometimes  by  Ways  almoft 
unpayable,  where  Mademoifelle  du  Clos 
gave  us  great  Fatigue.  I  confefs  to  you, 
that  I  then  repented  more  than  once  that 
I  had  faid  fhe  v/as  my  Wife. 

I  imagine  Die  perceived  it ;  for  not- 
withftanding  the  Complaifance  I  always 

expreffecf 
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expreffed  to  her,  I  faw  that  her  Melan- 
choliy  funk  her  ftill  more  than  the  Fa¬ 
tigues  of  her  journey  and  that  in  her 
Behaviour  to  me,  Refpect  and  Timidity 
began  to  fucceed  the  eafy  Air  die  had 
with  me  before.  I  exhorted  her  twenty 
times  a  Day  to  take  Courage,  and  be 
in  Hopes  of  foon  arriving  at  the  End 
of  our  Journey  •,  but  as  one  Evening, 
when  die  appeared  more  dejected  than 
ordinary,  I  began  to  make  dome  Re¬ 
proaches  upon  the  Change  of  her  Beha¬ 
viour  to  me  ;  Ah  !  Monfieur,  faid  fh£, 
melting  into  Tears,  why  will  you  op- 
pofe  my  Grief?  When  I  have  funk  it, 
will  it  not  be  more  happy  for  you  ?  Your 
greateft  Embarrafs,  your  greateft  Ex¬ 
pence  is  now  for  me  }  for  an  unhappy 
Wretch  who  has  done  nothing  for  you, 
whom  you  don’t  yet  know,  and  who 
only  deferves  your  Companion  by  being 
miferable.  ’Tis  too  much,  Monfieur, 
added  fhe  think  of  yourfelf,  and  a- 
baridon  me  to  my  Misfortunes :  Leave 
me  at  the  firft  Habitation  that  we  fhall 
meet  with  ;  I  will  pafs  my  Life  there 
in  a  State  of  Servitude,  if  Heaven  is  fc> 
irritated  againft  me  as  to  fuffer  me  ftil! 
to  live  in  fo  much  Mjfery, 

C  ^  Cur 
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Our  Misfortunes,  replied  I,  began- at 
tlie  fame  Time,  and  we  ought  to  think 
ourfelves  engaged  to  undergo  the  fame 
Fortune.  Though  we  are  not  united 
by  the  Ties  of  Marriage,  I  regard  you 
as  a  W  ife,  I  have  attached  my  Fate  to 
yours,  your  Sorrows  are  become  my 
own.  It  was  the  Confidence  you  had 
in  me  that  expofed  you  to  Fatigues  fo 
unfui table  to  your  Sex.  I  feel  myfelf 
io  moved  with  your  Tears,  that  I  now 
even  wifh  to  bear  them  for  you  ;  and 
only  would  Hi  a  re  the  agreeable  Part  of 
my  Fortune  with  you.  Look  upon  me 
therefore  as  a  Brother,  to  whom  your 
Afliftance  will  foon  become  neceflary. 

I  comforted  her  by  thefe  Diicourfes, 
and  others  of  the  fame  Nature.  Toge¬ 
ther  with  Hope  I he  recover’d  Strength, 
and  follow’d  me  with  much  more  Eafe. 
Our  Soldiers  kill’d  upon  the  Route  fome 
Origmcs ,  or  Elks,  the  Flcfh  of  which 
our  Guides  liked  extremely,  but  we 
thought  it  dete liable.  Thefe  are  wild 
Deer,  the  Skins  of  which  are  Part  of 
the  Commerce  the  French  hold  with  the 
Savages ;  and  as  it  is  lometimes  colder 
in  Canada^  than  one  would  imagine  from 

the 
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the  Climate,  in  fome  Cantons  they  make 
Cloaths  of  them  that  are  very  ufeful  to 
the  People  ;  tho’  the  Commerce  for 
them  is  not  fo  extenfive,  nor  fo  fought 
after  as  that  of  the  Caftors  Skins. 

We  lived  upon  what  we  got  by  Hunt¬ 
ing,  the  Habitations  that  we  met  upon 
our  Route  being  only  miferablo  Huts,  the 
Inhabitants  of  which  had  nothing  to 
give  us  but  Roots,  and  wretched  Saga- 
mite,  or  boil’d  Indian  Corn,  for  the 
greatefc  Part  of  thofe  Lands  are  not  fo 
proper  for  the  Produce  of  Wheat  as  of 
other  Grain.  However,  after  having 
pafied  numberlefs  Lakes,  Rivers,  and 
Forefts,  we  at  length  difcovered  the  fo 
long-wifli’d-for  Fort.  Tho’  it  was  in 
no  very  good  Condition,  and  had  more 
the  Air  of  a  Redoubt  than  of  a  Fort, 
yet  we  thought  it  a  noble  large  Citadel  in 
Comparifon  of  thofe  Rat-Holes  in  which 
we  had  lodged  upon  our  Route. 

The  Letters  of  the  Governor  which 
I  was  charged  with,  made  me  be  receiv¬ 
ed  there  like  a  General  Officer.  The 
Widow  of  myPredecelTor  yielded  up  her 
little  Apartment  to  me  ready-furnilhed, 

and 
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and  taking  us  as  Boarders  for  a  very 
Trifle,  the  poor  Creature  was  more  our 
Servant  than  our  Hoftefs.  However, 
her  Company  became  very  ufeful  to 
MademoiieJle  du  Clos ,  who  lay  with  the 
good  Woman,  from  whom  lhe  learned- 
in  a  little  Time  the  Language  of  the 
Hurons,  who  were  the  neareft  Savages. 
The  firft  Thing  that  I  did  was  to  vifit 
the  Place,  which  I  had  examined  tho¬ 
roughly  in  lels  than  a  Quarter  of  an 
Hour.  It  was  a  miferable  Hole,  and 
all  the  Advantages  of  its  Situation  would 
not  have  flopped  a  Company  of  Dra¬ 
goons  in  Europe  longer  than  a  Wind¬ 
mill,  yet  was  it  enough  to  command  the 
Savages,  and  repulfe  their  Arrows. 

The  Captain,  or  Commandant  of  this 
r'ort,  was  an  old  Native  of  St.  Makes-, 
or  as  they  term  them  a  Malouin ,  who 
for  fome  Fault  againft  Military  Difci- 
pline,  which  he  had  committed  on  board 
the  Ship  where  he  was  an  Officer,  had 
been  fet  afhore,  with  only  his  Sword, 
upon  the  Coafts  of  New -Engl and.  He 
had  wandered  in  thofe  Provinces  for  fome 
Time,  and  afterwards  having  join’d  the 
Ircquefe whom  he  had  taught  to  make 
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themfelves  Bucklers  with  the  Skins  of 
the  Orignacs ,  that  were  Proof  againft 
Fire-Arms,  he  had  feve'ral  Times  affift- 
ed  them  to  beat  the  French  ;  but  after 
this,  repenting  of  his  making  War  upon 
his  own  Nation,  he  re-entered  into  the 
Service  of  France ,  and  accepted  of  an 
advantageous  Propofal  that  was  made  to 
him,  to  take  him  from  the  Savages. 

This  Officer  and  I  foon  became 
Friends.  He  affociated  me  into  the 
Commerce  he  carried  on  at  ghiehec, 
where  he  fent  Furs  of  the  Caftors  and 
the  Orignacs ,  which  the  Savages  furnifh- 
ed  him  with,  in  Return  for  Cutlers 
Wares,  Brandy,  and  Wines.  He  very 
often  carried  us  to  a  Habitation  he  had 
formed  about  half  a  League  from  the 
Fort,  and  from  whence  he  began  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  confiderable  Profit.  Pie  had 
cawfed  above  three  hundred  Acres  of 
Land  to  be  cleared  and  cultivated,  which 
in  that  Place  was  a  better  Soil  than  the 
reft  of  the  Country.  The  Wheat  which 
it  produced  was  excellent;  he  fold  a 
Part  of  it,  we  confumed  the  reft  at  the 
Port,  and  filled  our  fmall  Magazine 
with  it. 
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Mademoifelle  du  Clos ,  who  had  a  live* 
ly  Genius,  fertile  in  Expedients,  advifed 
him  to  make  a  little  Gonnejfe  *  of  his  Ha¬ 
bitation,  by  making  Bread  in  it  for  the 
French  in  the  Nighbourhood,  who,  for 
want  of  underftanding  how  to  bake  it, 
eat  lefs  Bread  than  they  did  Roots  and 
Flefh.  This  Advice  appeared  very  rea~ 
fonable  to  the  old  Malouin ,  who  defired 
her  and  our  Hoftefs  to  take  upon  them- 
lelves  the  Execution  of  this  ProjeCL 
1  hey  immediately  fet  to  work  upon  the 
i  lour,  and  the  firft  Baking  anfwer’d  our 
Expectations  fo  well,  that  we  were  oblig¬ 
ed  to  augment  our  Quantity  of  Loaves 
every  Day.  A  great  Number  of  idle 
Fellows,  who  were  half-ftarved,  finding 
that  they  might  have  Bread  ready-bakM 
in  Return  for  Caftors  and  Elks  Skins, 
took  to  hunting  them,  that  they  might 
come  to  our  Habitation  as  to  a  Market, 
where  they  could  procure  themfelves  fo 
neceffary  a  Provision.  In  fix  Months 
Time  we  had  fo  much  Cuflom,  that 
we  received  a  hundred  Skins  in  a  Week; 
and  if,  together  with  this,  we  could  have 

pro- 
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procured  as  much  Wine  and  Brandy  from 
Quebec  as  we  could  have  dilpofed  of, 
we  fhould  have  raifed  a  confiderabie 
Fortune. 

But  the  lively  and  enterprifing  Genius 
of  Mademoifelle  du  Clos  did  not  permit 
us  to  continue  our  Commerce  *,  fhe  was 
meditating  an  important  Defign,  which 
fhe  made  a  Myftery  of  to  me.  Our 
Hoftefs  fometimes  carried  her  to  the 
Land  of  the  Hurons ,  whofe  firft  Huts 
were  not  a  Day’s  Journey  from  our  Ha¬ 
bitation,  and  they  went  there  to  exchange 
Houfhold  Utenfils  for  Furs.  Mademoi¬ 
felle  du  Clos  took  a  Pleafure  in  paffing 
three  or  four  Days  with  thefe  Savages  ; 
what  the  Widow  had  taught  her  of  the 
Language  being  fufficient  to  make  her 
underftood  by  them.  She  taught  them 
the  Ufes  they  were  to  make  of  the 
Things  Ihe  brought  to  them  ;  and  as  hie 
always  told  them  what  contributed  to 
make  their  Lives  more  pleafant,  they 
liftened  to  her  with  the  greateft  Atten¬ 
tion.  At  length,  fhe  had  the  Addrefs 
to  gain  their  Confidence  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  once,  after  having  remained  a  Fort¬ 
night  with  them  in  their  Huts,  fhe  re¬ 
turned 
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turned  to  us  with  two  Daughters  of  one 
of  the  mod  principal  Huronsy  who  had 
traded  them  to  her  Care,  to  indraft 
them  in  the  European  Manner  of  provid¬ 
ing  every  thing  neceflary  in  the  Family, 
in  which  they  fucceeded  amazingly. 

It  was  in  this  manner  that,  to  prevent 
her  being  any  longer  a  Burden  to  me, 
Mademoielle  du  Clos  was  preparing  her- 
lelf  a  Retreat,  which  was  the  more  ho¬ 
nourable,  as  it  was  the  Work  of  her  own 
Ingenuity  and  natural  Eloquence.  The 
Reputation  of  her  Merit,  and  of  her 
Love  to  the  Hurons ,  was  Ip  re  ad  abroad 
amongd  that  People,  and  made  fo  live¬ 
ly  an  Impreffion  upon  their  innocent 
Minds,  that  the  Chiefs  of  the  Village, 
when  fhe  went  there  to  condufl  her  two 
Difciples  home,  after  an  Education  of 
fix  Months,  adembled  together,  and 
conftrained  her  to  become  their  Sakgame , 
or  Sovereign. 

She  employed  the  firft  Months  of  her 
little  Sovereignty  in  penetrating  into  the 
Difpofitions  of  her  Subjects  •,  and  when 
Hie  had  Reafon  to  think  that  lhe  might 
depend  upon  their  Attachment  and  Fi¬ 
delity, 
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delay,  die  writ  a  long  Letter  to  me,  the 
Subdance  of  which  was ;  that  die  thought 
it  was  not  in  her  Power  to  dnd  a  better 
Method  of  proving  her  Gratitude  to  me, 
than  by  putting  herfelf  in  a  Condition 
to  be  no  longer  a  Burden  to  me ;  and 
that  this  Scheme  had  now  fucceeded  fo 
well,  that  die  hoped  die  diould  very 
foon  be  able  to  convince  me  that  Ingra¬ 
titude  never  had  a  Place  in  her  Heart. 
After  many  more  Compliments  than  I 
deferved,  die  defired  me  for  the  future 
to  give  her  People,  in  Exchange  for 
their  Furs,  as  many  Kettles  and  Kitchen 
Utendls  as  I  could,  and  a  large  Quantity 
of  Fire-Arms.  She  afterwards  demand¬ 
ed  of  me,  for  herfelf,  fome  Budiels  of 
Wheat,  with  fome  Seeds  of  Hemp, 
Flax,  and  feveral  Kinds  of  Roots,  fend¬ 
ing  me  at  the  fame  Time  a  Prefent  of  a 
very  condderable  Quantity  of  Skins,  a- 
mongft  which  there  were  feveral  of  the 
white  Caftor,  which  are  the  mod  valu¬ 
able,  and  the  fcarced.  I  perfomed  her 
Commiffion  very  exaftly,  and  joined  to 
the  Things  which  die  expedted  from  me 
fome  Barrels  of  Brandy,  the  Didribution 
of  which,  I  doubt  not,  gained  her  ma¬ 
ny  Hearts ;  for  any  thing  may  be  done 

with 
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with  thefe  People  by  the  Help  of  ftrong 
Liquors. 

My  Affociate,  the  Captain  of  the 
Fort,  loft  confiderably  by  the  Departure 
of  Mademoifelle  du  Clos ,  who  in  the  lit¬ 
tle  Time  that  Ihe  had  had  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  his  Habitation,  had  entirely 
changed  the  Face  of  it  *,  therefore,  he 
would  have  engaged  me  to  go  and  re¬ 
claim  my  Wife,  and  rather  demand  her 
by  the  Sound  of  Mufkets,  than  abandon 
her  thus  to  the  Hurons  *,  but  if  fhe  had 
been  in  reality  my  Wife,  1  fhould  not 
have  been  fo  foolifh  as  to  a 61  the  Mene- 
laus ,  a  Part  which  now  would  find  but 
few  Imitators, 

Having  no  longer  Mademoifelle  du 
Closy  I  became  lefs  ufeful  to  my  Affo¬ 
ciate,  v/ho  loon  made  me  fenfible  that 
he  defired  to  break  the  Partnerfhip.  I 
confented  to  it  haughtily,  tho5  embar- 
raffed  enough  what  Method  I  fhould 
make  ufe  of  to  trade  upon  my  own  Ac¬ 
count.  I  had  Recourfe  to  the  Reverend 
Father  Recolct ,  my  Proteftor,  who  alfo 
did  me  the  Service  of  buying  at  Que¬ 
bec  my  European  Merchandize,  wrhich 
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he  fent  to  me  at  the  Fort,  in  Exchange 
for  my  Furs.  I  had  foon  Reafon  to  be 
glad  that  he  had  broke  our  Affociation, 
for  the  Sakgame  took  care  to  addrefs  her 
Savages  to  me,  who  foon  made  me  a- 
bound  with  all  manner  of  Skins, 

The  Jealoufy  that  the  Captain  of  the 
Fort  conceived  at  this  had  almoft  prov¬ 
ed  my  Ruin  :  He  was  fenfible  of  the 
Miftake  he  had  committed,  and  far  from 
endeavouring  to  repair  it  by  Advances 
of  Civility,  which  would  infallibly  have 
reconciled  us,  he  began  by  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  difappoint  me,  by  preventing  me 
from  fending  any  more  Fire-Arms,  un¬ 
der  the  Pretext  that  the  Hurons  might 
perhaps  in  time  make  ufe  of  them  a- 
gainft  us.  I  reproached  him  with  this 
Behaviour,  and  he  made  a  Jeft  of  what 
I  faid.  I  gave  Advice  of  it  to  Made- 
mpifelle  da  Clos ,  who  knew  better  how 
to  punifh  him  than  I  did.  By  the  firft 
Caravan  which  brought  us  Skins,  fhe  did 
not  fail  to  fend  a  Demand  for  Fire-Arms. 
I  anfwered,  for  my  Part,  that  I  had  none 
came  to  me,  tho5 1  demanded  them  pre¬ 
ferably  to  any  thing  elfe.  Th cMalouin 
did  not  anfwer  the  Savages  fo  complaifant- 
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ly,  he  told  them  roughly,  that  they  had 
been  furnifhed  with  enough  of  them, 
and  they  muft  expect  no  more.  The 
Hurons ,  at  this  Aniwer,  immediately 
reloaded  their  Merchandize  upon  their 
Canoes,  and  carried  them  back  again, 
where  they  kept  them  till  it  was  a  pro¬ 
per  Time  to  join  the  Body  of  their  Na¬ 
tion,  who  once  ever}7  Year  carry  their 
Furs  to  Montreal ,  in  two  or  three  hun¬ 
dred  Canoes,  together  with  the  Atahou- 
ets ,  and  other  Nations. 

The  Malouin  fufpedted  me  to  be  an 
Accomplice  in  this"  Bufmefs,  and  har¬ 
bouring  no  Scruples  as  to  the  manner  of 
revenging  himfelf,  it  was  in  vain  for 
me  to  be  upon  my  Guard,  for  it  had  a U 
moft  coft  me  my  Life.  He  invited  me 
one  Day  to  eat  of  a  Root,  that  I  took 
for  a  Trfflue ;  he  Teemed  to  eat  of  it 
firft,  and  praifed  the  Goodnefs  of  it  ex¬ 
tremely  :  I  was  the  Dupe  of  his  Praifes, 
and  I  muft  have  died  at  the  Table,  if 
a  Soldier,  who  was  prefent,  and  who 
knew  the  Remedy  I  ftood  in  need  of, 
had  not  immediately  given  it  both  to 
rne  and  to  that  Traitor,  who  copied 
perfectly  well  all  the  Contortions  which 

that 
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that  venomous  Fruit  made  me  fall  into  ; 
all  the  Difference  there  was  between  the 
Captain  and  me  was,  that  the  Poifon 
fweli’d  me  in  a  manner  that  it  furpaffed 
his  Talent  of  Imitation. 

The  dreadful  War  that  Lewis  XIV. 
had  then  upon  his  Hands  had  an  Influ- 
ence  over  us,  for  it  interrupted  our  Com¬ 
merce,  and  we  remained  entirely  out 
of  Rufinefs.  Thofe  who  poffeffed  Habi¬ 
tations  occupied  themfelves  in  rendering 
them  more  convenient,  and  more  agree¬ 
able  ;  this  infpired  me  with  a  Defire  of 
having  one,  tho?  I  had  no  Intention  toftay 
in  this  Country  any  longer  than  to  amafs 
wherewithal  to  live  handfomely  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  The  Ground  that  I  chofe,  and 
which  was  granted  to  me,  upon  the 
Condition  of  a  fmall  Acknowledgment, 
which  I  paid  according  to  the  Cuftom, 
was  of  no  large  Extent.  It  was  fituated 
between  a  Hill,  that  bounded  a  Foreft 
of  exceeding  high  Trees,  and  a  little 
Brook,  that  run  into  the  River  St.  Lau¬ 
rence ,  between  the  Lake  Ontorio  and 
Montreal .  Befides  the  Beauty  of  the 
Place,  I  faw  a  Mile  from  thence  there 
were  fix  or  feven  French  Families  eftab- 

liftied. 
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lifhed,  whofe  Neighbourhood  I  judged 
would  be  very  ufeful  to  me,  which 
triuae  me  prefer  this  Spot  to  any  other. 

I  difcovered  afterwards  that  my  Neigh¬ 
bours  were  good  Proteftants,  who  did 
not  defire  to  appear  fo  ;  about  thirty 
t  eats  before,  tneir  Parents  having  been 
forced  to  ieeka  diftant  Retreat,  had  refu¬ 
ged  themfelves  there  with  great  Riches. 
They  were  alfo  very  commodioufly  lodg¬ 
ed,  and  each  of  their  Houles,  in  the 
Incurfions  of  the  Savages,  was  much 
ififcr  than  even  our  t  ort.  What  made 
this  Refidence  entirely  agreeable,  and 
delivered  it  from  all  Pears  of  an  Infult, 
was,  that  fix  or  feven  hundred  French, 
who  were  difperfed  in  thofe  Parts,  made 
it  their  common  A  fy him.  f  found  there 

feveral  young  People,  with  whom  I  paf- 
fed  my  Time  in  Hunting  and  Fifhing, 
when  I  was  not  bulled  in  Planting,  or 
Sowing,  or  looking  after  my  Buildings  ; 
thele  were  my  Occupations  for  two  or 
three  Years  ;  and  I  never  went  to  the 
Fort,  but  when  I  was  obliged  to  it,  in 
order  to  acquit  myfelf  of  the  Duties  of 
my  Employment. 


Our 
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Our  River  furni filed  us  with  excellent 
Filh,  and  in  great  Abundance.  We 
had  feveral  Kinds  of  Birds,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  a  great  Quantity  of  Buftards.  Our 
Chace  fupplied  our  Kitchens  with  Provi- 
fions,  and  our  Magazines  with  Furs.  The 
neighbouring  Woods  were  full  of  Wild- 
Deer,  not  fo  large,  but  much  finer  than 
thofe  of  Europe.  I  may  fay,  that  I  was 
planted  there  in  the  Land  of  Promife. 

■  Whilft  I  lived  in  this  manner  at  my 
Country-Seat,  I  received  only  two  or 
three  Letters  from  Mademoifelle  du  Clos, 
becaule  the  Hurons ,  dreading  left  fhe 
fhould  leave  them,  had  conjured  her  to 
quit  our  Frontiers,  and  eftablifh  her  Refi- 
dence  in  the  Center  of  their  Habitations. 
She  fent  me  Word,  in  her  laft  Letter,  that 
fhe  fhould  be  charm’d  to  fee  me,  and  that 
if  I  would  do  her  the  Pleafure  to  come 
and  pafs  fome  Days  with  her,  her  Mef- 
fengers  could  conduct:  me  by  Ways  much 
more  practicable  and  eafy  than  thofe  we 
had  travelled  together.  One  of  the 
young  Neighbours  of  my  Habitation,  to 
whom  I  communicated  this  Letter,  fee¬ 
ing  me  refolute  upon  the  Journey, 
prefled  me  fo  ftrongly  to  make  it,  and  to 
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carry  him  along  with  me,  that  he  deter¬ 
mined  me  to  take  it.  I  promifed  him 
to  depart  after  I  had  been  at  the  Fort, 
where  I  was  willing  to  fhew  myfelf  be¬ 
fore  I  went. 

One  of  the  Meffengers  of  Mademoi- 
felle  du  Clos ,  difpatching  himfelf  from  the 
reft  to  carry  her  the  News  of  my  fpeedy 
Departure  for  her  Court,  made  fuch  ex¬ 
traordinary  Hafte,  that  in  the  fecond 
Day  of  our  March,  tho’  we  had  above 
fixty  Leagues  to  go,  we  met  an  Efcort 
which  he  brought  to  meet  us,  and  who 
conducted  us  more  like  Ambaffadors 
than  private  Men.  I  no  longer  doubted 
then  but  fhe  had  acquired  a  great  Autho¬ 
rity  over  this  People.  I  was  amazed  at 
it,  but  my  Aftonifhment  augmented  ftill 
more,  when  I  approached  the  Place  of 
her  Refidence. 

I  perceived  cultivated  Plains,  Huts 
folidly  built,  Villages  peopled  with  Men 
of  different  Profeffions.  This  prudent 
and  politic  Sovereign  had  re-affembled 
all  the  French  Prifoners  that  fhe  could 
find  amongft  the  Savages,  whom  thole 
People  fometimes  kept  to  learn  from 

them 
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them  the  Art  of  making  War  ;  and  all 
the  Soldiers  who  had  deferted  to  them, 
chufing  rather  their  free  Life  than  the 
Military  Difcipline  of  their  own  Nation. 

The  Sakgame,  by  the  Help  of  thefe 
Strangers,  had  eftablilhed  a  Kind  of 
Schools,  in  which  moft  of  the  Hurons 
exercifed  themfelves,  and  fucceeded  per¬ 
fectly  in  the  Arts  moft  ufefnl  to  Society. 
About  twenty  Cabbins  planted  round 
that  of  their  Sovereign,  feemed  in  thefe 
Defarts  rather  a  good  Town  than  a  Ha¬ 
bitation  of  Savages.  Thefe  Cabbins  are 
very  large,  and  contain  each  of  them 
five  or  fix  Families,  and  each  of  thofe  Fa¬ 
milies  often  confift  of  above  two  hundred 
People.  As  this  Place  might  properly 
be  called  the  Capital  of  the  Country,  no¬ 
thing  was  wanting;  and  their  Policy 
was  fuch,  that  the  Chiefs  of  all  thofe 
Cabbins  affembled  every  Day  at  the 
Sakgame' s  Court,  to  hold  a  Council  with 
her  upon  what  was  neceffary  to  be  done 
for  the  public  Good. 

As  the  Friend  of  their  Sovereign,  I 
was  received  with  aftonifhing  Acclama¬ 
tions  ;  they  were  in  reality  iurprizing, 

and 
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and  appeared  more  proper  to  terrify 
than  to  do  Honour.  The  young  Man 
who  accompanied  me,  owned  to  me  af¬ 
terwards,  that  he  was  frighten’d,  and 
that  he  imagined  that  thefe  Savages  were 
rejoicing  together,  by  thefe  Cries,  for 
having  got  us  into  their  Hands,  and  that 
they  defigned  by  our  Deaths  to  declare 
War  againft  the  Freneht 

The  Sakgame  had  too  much  Pru¬ 
dence  not  to  follow  the  Cuftoms  of  her 
Subje&s  in  Things  that  were  indifferent. 
When  we  prefented  ourfelves  before 
her,  we  found  her  adorned  with  Rows 
of  Beads,  Bracelets,  Feathers,  and  Furs. 
Nothing  could  have  prevented  us  from 
laughing  at  this  Oddnefs  of  Magnifi¬ 
cence,  but  the  ferious  and  majeflick  Ah* 
that  fhe  put  on.  The  Ancients  of  the 
Nation  were  on  each  Side  of  her,  and 
preferved  alfo  a  furprizing  Gravity. 
They  wear  long  Robes  of  Beaver  Skins, 
which  feemed  to  add  a  new  Ridicule  to 
their  ftrange  and  grotefque  Figures.  We 
could  not  fay  of  them  what  Cineas  faid 
to  Pyrrhus  of  the  Roman  Senators.  We 
fhould  fooner  have  imagined  them  to 
be  old  Baboons,  than  Kings. 


After 
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After  the  firft  Compliments  and  the 
Huronick  Ceremonial,  which  the  Sove¬ 
reign  obferved  very  punctually,  the  ad- 
d  re  tied  her  Speech  to  me,  and  told  me 
that  the  valued  the  Pains  I  had  taken  to 
come  to  fee  her  there  above  all  the  Ser¬ 
vices  that  I  had  done  her  j  that  fhe  de- 
fired  me  not  to  take  it  ill  that  for  that 
Day,  (on  account  of  the  particular  Ce¬ 
remonies  which  the  Principals  of  the 
Nation  would  expert  from  her)  fhe  con¬ 
formed  to  their  Cuftoms,  and  was  un¬ 
der  a  Neceffity  of  defiring  us  to  oblige 
her  therein  •,  which  we  promifed  to  exe¬ 
cute  very  punrtually.  We  then  began 
the  Feaft  by  Smoaking,  after  having 
addrefTed  thefe  Words  to  the  Sunt 
Here,  Sun,  fmoak :  For  they  dare  not 
touch  the  Calumet ,  without  having  be¬ 
forehand  invited  the  Sun  to  fmoak. 
But  that  Planet,  as  polite  as  the  Sa¬ 
vages,  never  accepts  their  Offer.  It 
is  not  tnat  they  adore  the  Sun,  or  that 
they  think  it  animated.  It  can  fcarcc 
be  Paid  that  they  have  the  leal!  Tinrture 
Oi  Religion  ;  but  they  are  very  exart 
in  following  the  Cufo.ns  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  their  Ar  ceftors,  and  this  is 
one  of  the  moft  facred. 

Vox..  II.  D 
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We  were  very  handfomely  entertain¬ 
ed  in  the  French  Manner  ;  we  eat  alfo, 
out  of  Complaifance,  of  feveral  Meats 
prepared  after  the  Mode  of  the  Ilurons. 
Their  Sakgamite  was  much  to  my  Tafte, 
it  is  a  Mixture  very  different  from  what 
we  make  of  Wheat.  The  Ancients  had 
no  kroner  their  Portion  in  their  Oura- 
gans,  or  Porringers,  than  they  began  to 
eat,  but  with  profound  Silence.  W e  were 
obliged  to  imitate  them,  that  we  might 
lend  our  Attention  to  a  young  Man  who 
fung  during  the  whole  Repaid,  in  order 
to  oblige  Mademoifelle  du  Clcs  \  for 
when  they  regale  any  Ferfon,  the  Hold 
fings  in  Fraife  of  him,  whatever  he  thinks 
proper  j  and  as  fhe  did  not  under- 
idand  the  Language  fo  well  as  to  be  able 
to  perform  this  Ceremony,  it  was 
concluded  that  one  of  her  Domeftick 
Officers  fhould  ling  for  her.  I  don’t 
very  well  know  what  this  Singer  could 
fay  to  our  Honour  and  Glory.  He 
praifed  us,  I  fuppoie,  upon  our  Addrefs 
in  taking  the  Caftors  upon  the  Ice,  or 
upon  the  Number  of  Enemies  that  we 
had  killed  and  defiroy’d. 


% 
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I  fhould  be  in  the  wrong  to  forget, 
that  among  the  Meats  which  were  ferv’cl 
up  to  us,  there  was  one  which  my  Com¬ 
panion  and  myfelf  was  not  in  the  lead 
inclined  to  tade ;  it  was,  neverthelefs, 
r^e  P*^1  °*  State  ;  it  was  like  the  fatted 
Calf,  by  which  they  celebrated  our  Ar¬ 
rival  ;  in  fine,  it  was  the  delicious  Mor- 
fel,  the  mod  valuable,  and  the  mod 
eiteemed  by  them.  This  Difh  never 
adorns  their  Table  but  upon  great  Fe- 
divals,  and  paffes  for  the  mod  fhining 
Mark  of  Diltindlion  that  they  can  give 
to  Gueds  worthy  of  their  utmod  Re¬ 
gard.  In  a  word,  this  Difh,  fo  curious 
and  fo  didinguifbed  from  the  red,  was 
an  Animal  named  by  them  Chacora ,  and 
with  us  called  a  Dog,  which  they  had 
caufed  to  be  roaded,  that  nothing  might 
be  wanting  in  the  Splendor  and  Magni¬ 
ficence  of  the  Banquet.  ° 

W"e  lay  in  the  Cabbin  which  was  ap¬ 

pointed  for  the  French  who  refided 

^fre;  I  a  Forge,  a  Carpenter’s 
orkhoufe,  feveral  Ovens  for  baking 
o  Bmad,  and  one  for  the  making  of 
Earthen  Ware.  They  fpread  before  us 
bncets  made  in  the  European  Manner, 

D  2  upon 
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upon  Matts  made  of  the  Straw  of  Indian 
Corn,  and  covered  with  the  curled 
Fleeces  of  the  Wild-Bulls,  which  are  as 
convenient  at  leaf!  as  our  Mattreffes. 
The  following  Days  we  were  not  at 
our  Liberty,  being  obliged  to  employ 
them  in  honouring  by  our  Prefence  the 
Entertainments  that  the  Ancients  regal’d 
us  with,  by  making  the  Youth  of  both 
Sexes  dance  before  us,  and  fome  young 
Men  perform  the  Military  Exercife  with 
’  their  Fire-Arms,  which  they  began  to 
execute  tolerably  well. 

They  conduced  us  likewife  in  Ce¬ 
remony  to  two  Forts,  which  the  pru¬ 
dent  Sakgame  had  caufed  to  be  built 
near  the  Lake  Ontorio ,  in  two  Defiles, 
thro5  which  the  Ircquefe  were  obliged  to 
p&fs  to  attack  them.  Thcfc  Forts,  tho’ 
deiigned  and  carried  on  by  Soldiers  who 
had  no  Knowlege  of  the  Rules  of  Forti¬ 
fication,  yet  were  regular  enough  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Ground,  and  fo  well  fituated, 
that  they  could  only  be  approached  in 
one  Place,  defended  by  two  fmall  Baf- 
tions,  and  pallifadoed  with  Poles  of 
Twelve  Feet  high  ,  the  whole  furround- 
cd  by  a  good  Parapet,  from  whence  a 

hundred 
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hundred  Men,  under  Cover,  might  re¬ 
pel  a  thoufand,  in  a  Country  where 
they  have  not  the  Ufe  of  Cannon. 

•  a 

We  perceived  at  the  fame  Time 
Lands  waving  with  Wheat,  others  with 
Maiz,  Peafe,  Hemp,  and  all  manner  of 
ule fill  Vegetables,  and  Hills  entirely  cul¬ 
tivated  and  loaded  with  Tobacco  Plants. 
Here  wild  Vines  loofed  from  the  Trees 
round  which  they  grew,  and  pruned  af¬ 
ter  the  manner  of  the  Jduvops&Hs^  pre¬ 
ferred  themfelves  to  our  View  ;  there 
Nurferies,  or  rather  Forefts  of  youw/ 
Chefnuts,  Apples,  and  Walnut-Trees^ 

ftruck  our  Eyes,  and  employed  them 
agreeably. 

I  expre/fed  my  Surprize  at  this  to 
Mademoifclle  du  Clos ,  who  faid  to  me 
You  fee  nothing  yet,  all  this  is  only  a 
orcctcn  of  what  Idefign  to  lliew  you  ;  if 
you  remain  in  this  Country,  and  i f France 
is  as  indifferent  to  you  as  it  is  to  me,  in 
ten  Years  you  would  fee  this  Canton  of 
my  good  friends  as  beautiful  as  the  mofl: 
ferule  of  our  Provinces.  At  thefe  Words, 
turning  towards  the  Chiefs  of  the  Sa- 
v«iges,  file  repeated  to  them,  in  their 

3  Jargon, 
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Jargon 5  what  fhe  had  faid  to  me  in 
French  ;  to  which  they  ail  anfwered  by 
an  Exclamation,  which  fignified,  Ah  / 
How  well  that  is  faid ! 

At  length  the  good  People  left  us  at 
Liberty,  after  the  Sakgcwf  had  defired 
them  not  to  conftrain  themfelves  any 
longer,  by  accompanying  us  without  be¬ 
ing  able  to  underhand  our  Converfation. 
If  the  French  Language  was  Hebrew  to 
them,  it  was,  however,  very  familiar  to 
twelve  young  Maids,  who  furrounded 
their  Sovereign,  and  compofed  a  very 
amiable  Court  ;  particularly  the  two 
whom  fhe  had  brought  to  our  Habitation, 
who  underfldod  it  perfectly,  and  taught 
it  the  Children  of  their  Cabfain.  On¬ 
ly  one  Thing  fcandaiized  us  in  the  Be¬ 
haviour  of  thefe  Maids  of  Honour  ;  there 
was  fomething  fo  very  unreferved  in  their 
Manners  to  us,  that  they  feemed  to  be 
making  Love  to  us ;  what  redoubled 
our  Aftonifhment  was,  that  Mademoi- 
felle  du  Closy  who  was  a  Witnefs  of  their 
Advances,  far  from  being  offended,  ap¬ 
peared  to  authorize  them.  She  laughed 
inwardly  at  our  Surprize,  and  eafily 
judging  that  we  were  curious  to  know 
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the  Caufe  of  it,  fhe  told  11s,  one  Day  as 
we  were  walking  with  her  in  an  Ille 
equally  fertile  and  agreeable,  which  her 
Engineer  Soldier  was  fortifying  in  the 
only  Place  where  it  was  not  macdli~ 
ble.~ — - 

Confefs  the  Truth  to  me,  Gentlemen, 
faid  fhe  to  us,  is  not  it  true  that  you 
knew  not  what  to  think  of  the  free  Airs 
I  let  my  Maids  put  on  ?  Tho’  I  love 
them  as  much  as  a  tender  Mother  loves 
her  Children,  yet  I  cannot  think  them 
worthy  to  be  blamed  for  what  they  do  ; 
and  1  am  fatisned  that  you  will  not  con¬ 
demn  them  any  longer  yourfelves,  when 
you  are  informed, of  the  unhappy  Situa¬ 
tion  to  which  my  poor  Savages  are  re¬ 
duced  :  Would  you  believe  that,  of  five 
or  fix  thoufand  Perfons,  contained  in  the 
tnree  habitations  which,  as  this,  ac¬ 
knowledge  me  as  Sakgame ,  and  which  is 
near  a  Third  of  the  whole  Nation  of  the 
Hurons ,  there  are  not  actually  four  hun¬ 
dred  Men  capable  of  bearing  Arms  ? 
Their  Neighbours,  the  Iroquefe ,  have 
deftroyed  three  Quarters  of  the  Nation, 
and  deprived  the  other  Quarter  in  the 
laU  War  of  its  beft  Defence,  I  mean  of 
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all  the  Youth  proper  to  combat  vigo- 
roufly.  Have  not  you  remarked,  that 
all  the  Men  here  are  either  under  twenty, 
or  above  fifty,  and  that  there  is  at  leaft 
ten  Times  more  Women  than  Men  ? 
Judge  then,  whether,  in  this  Situation, 
my  People  are  not  interefted  in  finding 
Methods  to  preferve  their  Country. 

Befides,  purfued  the  Sakgame ,  Mar¬ 
riage  in  this  Country  is  not  looked  upon 
as  an  Engagement  that  fixes  you  for¬ 
ever.  To-day  they  marry.  To-morrow 
perhaps  they  part.  If  a  Hufband  abfents, 
his  Wife  takes  another,  whom  file  keeps 
till  his  Return.  Does  he  come  back?  fhe 
turns  him  of  the  two  off  whom  fiie  likes 
the  lead.  It  is  not,  Gentlemen,  added 
fiie  finding,  that  I  exabl  from  your  Com- 
plaifance,  that  you  fhould  enter  into  the 
✓  political  Views  of  my  Savages  at  the 
Expence  of  your  Religion.  I  only  re- 
-  late  this  to  you  to  juftify  the  unreferved 
Procedure  of  my  Female  Attendants.  I 
cannot,  however,  conceal  from  you,  that 
the  Chiefs  of  my  Council  are  to  conjure 
you  not  to  difdain  to  take  for  Wives, 
during  your  Refidence  here,  thofe  who 
are  mo  ft  agreeable  to  you  ;  if  you  grant 

them 
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them  that  Favour,  ,you  will  fee  thofe 
whom  you  chufe  rel'petted,  beloved, 
and  called  the  Supporters  of  the  Na¬ 
tion. 

The  young  Man  who  accompanied 
me  in  this  Journey,  and  who  was  not 
very  fcrupulous  in  his  Nature,  appear’d 
fomething  in  Emotion  at  this  Defcrip- 
tion,  and  penetrated  with  the  Ravage 
that  had  been  made  in  the  Country  by  a 
Deluge  of  Iroquefe ,  this  new  Deucalion 
would  willingly  have  contributed  to  re¬ 
pair  that  Misfortune  ;  but  however  will¬ 
ing  he  was  to  do  good,  I  had  Power 
enough  over  him  to  prevent  him  fronr 
being  fo  charitable,  by  forcing  him  to 
refleft,  that  this  Liberty  of  contraffing 
Marriages  of  two  Days  would  not  ex- 
cufe  the  Debauchery  of  it  to  the  French. 

In  another  Convention  which  I  had 
with  Mademoifelle  du  Clos ,  I  related  to 
her  the  Difference  i  had  with  the  Com¬ 
mandant  of  the  Fort,  the  Danger  I  had 
run  in  eating  with  him,  and  gave  her 
a^Defcriptien  of  the  Retreat  that  I  had 
choofe,  to  deliver  myfelf  from  the  De- 
ligns  Oi  that  Officer.  She,  on  her  Side, 
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informed  me  of  all  that  fhe  had  done 
fince  our  Separation,  and  I  admired  her 
in  all  her  Proceedings.  If  your  People, 
laid  I  to  her,  were  a  hundred  Times 
more  numerous  than  they  are,  they 
would  not  be  lefs  fubmiflive  to  fuch  a 
Sakgame.  Effectively,  her  Policy  in  the 
leaft  Trifles,  her  Prudence  in  not  pro- 
pofing  any  Charges  but  what  were  vifibly 
ufeful  in  the  Cuftoms  of  her  Country, 
her  Addrefs  in  preferving  their  Love, 
by  following  herfelf  thofe  Cuftoms  which 
Ihe  did  not  approve,  provided  that  in 
themfelves  they  were  of  no  Confequence 
to  the  Happinefs  orMifery  of  thefe  good 
Creatures  ;  all  this  indicated  a  fuperior 
Genius,  capable  of  every  Thing. 

I  aflked  her  once,  why  none  of  the 
French  lodged  at  her  Cabbin.  I  fhall 
always,  replied  Ihe,  avoid  having  them 
about  me,  or  even  ever  fpeaking  to  them 
in  private  ;  in  the  firft  Place,  becaufe  I 
would  no  longer  appear  a  French  Wo¬ 
man,  nor  give  the  leaft  Occafion  for  fe- 
ditious  Hints,  to  fay  that  I  have  any 
Defign  of  ever  quitting  this  Country, 
The  fecond  Reafon,  which  I  am  willing 
to  own  to  you,  tho’  it  gives  me  Pain,  is, 
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that  I  have  much  more  Confidence  in  my 
own  Subjects  than  in  thofe  of  Louis  the 
XIVth.  No,  Monfieur  le  Gendre ,  I 
fhould  not  fleep  in  fuch  Tranquility  as 
I  do,  if  I  knew  myfelf  at  the  Mercy  of 
Perfons  who  are  continually  guilty  of 
Aflions  of  Perfidy.  It  is  not  indeed 
very  furprizing,  fince,  if  you  except  a 
fmall  Number,  the  French  who  are  fent 
into  Canada  are  all  Libertines,  banifhed 
from  their  native  Country  as  Difturbers 
of  the  publick  Peace. 

I  muff  alfo  tell  you,  added  {he,  that 
I  have  conceived  a  Tendernefs  for  my 
Hurons ,  which  they  highly  deferve.  You 
cannot  imagine  how  many  Tears,  Sighs, 
and  Groans  a  flight  Indifpofition  coft 
them  that  I  had  fome  Time  ago,  whilft 
the  French ,  who  are  in  this  Habitation, 
were  very  likely  reckoning  up  what 
would  be  their  Share  of  my  Spoils. 

I  am  alfo  very  fenfible  of  the  Differ¬ 
ence  between  their  Behaviour.  I  ufe 
the  French  with  Refpeft,  becaufe  I  (land 
in  need  of  them ;  but  as  foon  as  I  can 
do  without  them,  I  fhall  only  keep  three 
or  four  of  them,  whom  I  know  to  be 
Men  of  Honefty,  and  who  are  at  pre- 
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fent  nfeful  to  me  as  Counfellors,  fince 
they  give  their  Opinions  in  my  Council 
equally  with  the  Ancients  of  the  Nation. 
One  of  the  principal  is  the  Soldier,  whom 
you  faw  occupied  in  fortifying  the  llland, 
which  I  intend  to  make  a  fecure  Afy- 
lum,  in  cafe  of  an  Irruption  from  the 
Iroquefe  •,  the  other  is  a  very  undemand¬ 
ing  Native  of  Bretaigne ,  by  whofe  Ad¬ 
vice  we  regulate  ourfelves  as  to  improv¬ 
ing  the  Country.  The  firft  is  my  Mi- 
nifter  in  the  Affairs  of  War,  and  the 
other  my  Chancellor. 

It  was  he  who  caufed  to  be  tranfc 
planted  to  this  Place  a  great  Quantity  of 
wild  Vines,  which  are  found  near  the 
Lake  Ontario.  He  even  caufed  fuch 
Abundance  of  Grapes  to  be  gathered 
there,  that  he  has  procured  a  fufficient 
Provifion  of  Wine  ;  it  is  indeed  fo  harfh 
a  Wine,  that  it  is  not  drinkable  ;  but  it 
is  not  the  lefs  ufeful  to  us,  for  we  make 
Brandy  of  it,  which  fupplies  the  Place 
of  that  which  they  ufed  to  receive  from 
the  Fort,  before  our  Difference  with  the 
Commandant.  My  Breton  affures  me, 
tha}  he  can  alfo  draw  off  a  Brandy  from 
the  Lees  of  Cyder,  which  he  defigns  to 
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make  of  the  Fruits  of  i'everal  Thoufands 
of  Apple-Trees  which  we  have,  and  of 
which  he  has  chofen  out  the  finelt  to 
graft  upon  good  Kinds  of  Fruit,  which 
he  has  fent  in  Search  of  as  far  as  Mont¬ 
real  and  Frontenac. 

This  is  not  all,  continued  fhe  >  before 
nay  Arrival  thofe  Women,  who  knew 
how  to  ufe  a  Diftaff,  made  in  that  man¬ 
ner  Cloaks,  Cowls,  Coverings  for  their 
Beds,  and  Lifts,  in  the  Form  of  very 
fhort  Petticoats,  ail  with  that  beautiful 
Wool  of  the  Ciboulas ,  or  Wild-Bulls, 
which  we  have  here  ;  but  fince  I  have 
obliged  them  to  fow  Hemp,  which  fuc- 
ceeds  admirably  in  this  Country,  I  have 
introduced  the  Ufe  of  Linnen,  and  there 
is  no  longer  any  Perfon  in  the  Habita¬ 
tion  but  wears  it,  except  the  youn<* 
Men,  when  they  go  to  the  Chace,  efpe- 
cially  that  of  the  Ciboulas ;  as  they  wan¬ 
der  very  diftant  then,  and  go  far  to¬ 
wards  the  South- Weft,  they  will  not 
carry  any  Thing  but  their  Arms. 

If  any  Chagrin  interrupts  the  Courfe 
of  the  Pleafure  I  take  in  contemplating' 
my  Work,  it  is  that  I  fee  no  Perfon 
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whom  I  can  inlpire  with  the  fame  At¬ 
tachment  that  I  have  for  my  Situation, 
and  who  might  be  capable  of  finifhing 
the  Completion  of  their  Happinefs,  or 
at  leaft  preferving  it  after  my  Death,  up¬ 
on  the  fame  Footing  that  I  (hall  leave  it. 
This  Reflection  affiiCts  me  the  more,  the 
more  grateful  my  Savages  fhew  them- 
felves  for  the  little  I  have  done  for 
them  s  their  Probity,  their  Simplicity, 
the  Goodnefs  of  their  Hearts,  render 
them  fo  dear  to  me,  that  if  I  was  fepa- 
rated  from  them,  1  fhould  without  any 
Hefitation  quit  my  Family  and  Coun¬ 
try  to  return  to  them  again. 

I  am  not  the  leaft  aftonifhed  at  your 
excelfive  Tendemefs  for  them,  inter¬ 
rupted  I,  in  this  Part  of  her  Difcourfe  ; 
I  am  fo  thoroughly  perfwaded  that  it  is 
pleafmg,  in  whatever  Part  of  the  World 
it  is,  to  be  honoured  and  almoft  adored 
by  a  numerous  People.  I  know  not 
whether  Self-love  has  not  a  Share  in 
your  Kindnefs  for  thefe  humane  People. 
You  need  not  doubt  it,  returned  Made- 
moifelle  du  Clos ,  it  finds  its  Account  per¬ 
fectly  here.  I  perceive  with  the  high- 
eft  Satisfaction  the  RefpeCt  and  the 
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Lore  they  have  for  me.  Imagine  to 
yourfelf  thofe  defpotick  Authorities 
which  make  themfelves  be  obeyed  by  a 
Look  :  Such  is  this  of  mine,  and  I  may 
fay  ftill  more  agreeable,  fince  it  is  found¬ 
ed  not  upon  Fear,  but  wholly  upon  Af¬ 
fection. 

I  even  remark  continually,  that  they 
contrive  every  thing  that  may  give  me 
Pleafure  ;  and  to  conform  themfelves  to 
my  Manner  of  Behaviour,  throw  off 
their  own.  It  was,  for  Example,  a  Cuf- 
tom  eltablifhed  amongft  them,  to  go 
into  each  other’s  Huts,  and  fit  down  in 
the  firft  Place  they  come  to,  without 
laying  a  Word,  or  ufing  the  leaft  Civi¬ 
lity  ;  now,  they  falute  one  another  by 
bowing  the  Head  a  little,  and  fmiling, 
only  becaufe  they  obferved  that  it  was 
thus  I  behaved  to  them  when  they  ad- 
drelfed  themfelves  to  me. 

Thofe  who  approach  me  the  leaft, 
and  are  at  fifty  or  fixty  Leagues  diftance 
rrom  hence,  name  me  no  otherwife, 
tnan i  The  good  Spirit ,  and  the  Friend  of 
the  Onuntio  above.  They  gave  me  this 
i\ame9  becaufe  that  feeing  them  docile  in 
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learning  the  Knowledge  of  God,  I  have 
accuftomed  them  not  to  begin  any  con- 
fiderable  Enterprize  without  lifting  up 
their  Eyes  to  Heaven,  to  demand  the 
Affiftance  of  the  Great  Onuntio ,  who 
made  the  Eleavens,  the  Earth,  the  Sun, 
the  Moon,  and  ail  the  Stars  who  crea¬ 
ted  us  to  love  and  to  adore  him,  and 
who  will  not  have  us  do  hurt  to  each 
other.  This  they  obferve  now  very  re- 
ligioufly,  both  in  my  Prefence  and  in 
my  Abfence  *,  which  fhews  how  eafy 
it  would  be  to  make  them  embrace 
Chriftianity,  if  the  Miffionaries,  who  un¬ 
dertake  that  Enterprize,  had  as  much 
Prudence  as  they  have  Zeal  for  the  Glo¬ 
ry  of  God  :  But  thefe  new  Apoftles, 
looking  upon  themfelves  as  Martyrs 
from  the  Moment  they  fet  their  Foot 
in  thefe  Nations,  and  renouncing  their 
Lives,  in  effect,  take  all  the  Meafures 
poffible  to  arrive  at  fuch  Conclufion. 
Inftead  of  appearing  at  firft  to  defire 
only  the  temporal  Good  of  the  Sa¬ 
vages,  that  they  might  lead  them  in¬ 
fen  fib!  y  to  the  fpiritual,  they  begin  by 
declaiming  againft  their  Religion  in 
Terms  which  terrify  thefe  Wretches, 
who  imagine  they  are  likening  to  Blas¬ 
phemies  ^ 


- 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchenc.  6  5 

phemies ;  and  by  preaching  to  them  the 
abftrafted  Trutns  of  Religion,  as  if  their 
rude  Underftandings  could  comprehend 
them.  How  fliould  thcfe  material  Au¬ 
ditors  believe  in  fuch  Myfteries  !  They 
who  can  imagine  no  other  Happinefs  in 
the^  Region  of  the  Dead,  according  to 
their  own  Account,  but  that  of  feeling 
no  Cold,  finding  the  beft  Maiz  there. 
Brandy  as  much  as  they  pleaie,  Chaces, 
where  the  Game  will  come  of  itfelf  to 
the  Hunters,  and  have  a  moft  exquifice 
Flavour  ;  and  to  compleat  their  Happi¬ 
nefs,  an  eternal  Peace  with  the  French 
and  the  Iroquefe! 

Yet,  though  my  Huron*  ftill  think  in 
this  Manner,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  make  real  Chriftians  of 
them.  If  you  could  procure  me  fome 
3.01c  Miflionar y,  who  would  not  preci¬ 
pitate  Things,  do  nothing  of  his  own 
Head,  and  in  a  word  follow  my  Coun- 
fels,  I  would  preferve  him  from  Mar¬ 
tyrdom,  and  affift  him  to  convert  this 
Canton  of  Savages.  This  is  what  I  de¬ 
ni  e  you  to  inform  the  Father  Recolet> 
our  Prote6lor,  of ;  and  to  inftrud:  him 
at  the  fame  time,  that  I  labour  for  the 
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Service  of  God  and  that  of  the  King, 
by  my  endeavouring  at  the  Happinefs  of 
this  People.  Let  that  great  Monarch 
only  preferve  them  from  the  Fury  of 
the  Iroquefi ,  and  I  will  anfwer  for  the 
reft.  Conjure  his  Reverence  likewife, 
to  fpare  no  Pains  in  order  to  efface  the 
ili  Impreffions  that  have  been  made  up¬ 
on  the  Mind  of  the  Governor,  by  the 
Complaints  of  fame  Miffionaries,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  Hurons ,  whom  they  have 
endeavoured  to  reprefent  as  an  incon- 
flant  Nation,  perfidious  and  barbarous, 
only  for  having  conduced  themfelves 
according  to  thofe  Cuftoms  of  their  Na¬ 
tion,  received  from  their  Anceftors. 
The  Hurons ,  fay  they,  have  killed,  have 
eat  the  Prifoners,  which  they  made  when 
a  Defcent  has  been  attempted  upon  their 
Coafts :  They  are  therefore  the  mod 
barbarous  Savages,  they  are  Antbropo- 
phages ,  they  are  Monfters.  — — -  Good 
God !  could  they  do  otherwife  ?  let  us 
judge  of  it  without  Prejudice. 

They  fea  arrive  upon  their  Coafts 
Enemies,  who  to  their  Eyes  appear 
entirely  terrible,  monftrous,  fupernatu- 
ral,  who  have  Thunder  and  Lighning 
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at  their  Difpofal,  and  are  almoft  invul¬ 
nerable.  How  many  Prodigies !  How 
is  it  poffible  not  to  be  terrified  by  them  ! 
If  the  Hurons ,  in  defending  their  Lives, 
have  the  Happinefs  to  feize  upon  one 
of  thefe  redoubtable  Enemies,  why  are 
they  not  to  kill  them  for  their  own 
Safety  ?  It  would  be  Imprudence  to  fpare 
them.  Yes,  fay  they,  but  why  then 
eat  them  ?  For  what  Realbn  would  you 
not  have  them  eat  them  ?  ’Tis  their 
Cuftom  to  treat  in  this  Manner  all  the 
Enemies  they  can  take.  Would  you 
think  a  Shooter  reafonable,  who  having 
never  feen  any  but  red  Partridges,  fhould 
not  kill  a  grey  one  that  came  into  his 
Canton  ?  or  that  having  killed  it,  and 
feeing  it  fat  and  good,  fhould  hide  it  in 
the  Earth  to  perifh,  rather  than  eat  it  ? 
We  fhould  never  judge  fo  rafhly,  if  leav¬ 
ing  off  our  Prejudices,  we  would  put 
ourfeives  in  the  Place  of  thofe  whofe 
Judges  we  want  to  be. 

If  the  People  of  this  new  World, 
preventing  us  in  the  Art  of  Navigation’ 
had  fir  It  come  to  make  a  Difcovery 
upon  our  Coafts,  what  would  they  not 
have  had  to  relate  of  France  at  their  re¬ 
turn 
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turn  home  ?  Having  cl i (covered  an  un¬ 
known  Land  to  the  North  Weft,  would 
they  fay,  we  refolved  to  land  there  in 
order  to  take  poffeffion  of  it  in  the 
Name  of  the  Chief  of  our  Nation,  and 
to  make  our  Gods  be  adored  there. 
Some  Fiftiers,  whom  we  endeavoured 
to  feize  upon  to  inform  ourfelves  of  the 
Country,  and  of  the  People  that  inha¬ 
bited  it,  having  fled  to  a  large  neigh¬ 
bouring  Habitation,  theft:  Barbarians,  in- 
ftead  of  offering  us  Tobacco  and  Maiz, 
or  at  leaft  fuffering  us  to  hunt  and  take  in 
Water,  rained  upon  us  a  Storm  of  large 
round  black  Stones,  which  ftruck  us 
down  without  our  feeing  the  Hands 
that  caft  them  at  us.  There  was  nothing 
but  Smoak,  Lightning,  and  dreadful 
Claps  of  Thunder.  Thofe  of  our  Com¬ 
pany  whom  we  had  fet  aihore,  finding 
themfelves  ftruck,  and  not  knowing  a- 
gainft  whom  to  defend  themfelves,  re¬ 
gained  our  Canoes  and  put  off  to  Sea. 
I  hen  ftveral  of  theft  Savages  came 
from  under  their  Habitations,  as  the 
wild  Beafts  come  out  from  their  Dens 
when  the  Night  approaches.  They  ap¬ 
peared  to  us  to  be  entirely  covered  with 
Skins  of  different  Colours,  of  an  extra¬ 
ordinary 
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ordinary  Figure,  and  drefled  in  fuch  a 
Manner  that  one  would  imagine  it  muft 
be  painful  for  them  to  move.  They  ex¬ 
amined  with  Attention  our  Dead  extend¬ 
ed  upon  the  Shore,  and  inftead  of  eat- 
ing  the  new-killed  Me lh,  they  covered 
it  under  the  Earth  ignominioufly,  de- 
ipifing  it  more  than  the  Ovigucics  or 
the  meaneft  Bead;  of  their  Forefts. 


.  The  Neceffity  of  procuring  Water 
and  Piovifions  obliged  us  neverthelefs  to 
land  at  W  Days  Voyage  Iron,  ,l,e„£ 
in  a  I  lace  which  feemed  uninhabited 
and  wnere  notwithftanding  this  we  were 
immediately  furrounded  by  Figures  re- 
fembling  the  firft,  but  lefs  dry.  We 
couid  only  fee  their  Faces  and  their 
Hands,  the  pale  and  livid  Colour  of 
which  tney  have  not  Senfe  enough  to 
hide,  by  covering  it  with  the  different 
Paintings  which  we  know  fo  well  how 
to  make  uie  of.  We  prefented  to  them 
the  Calumet  of  Peace ,  and  fome  of  our 
fineiL  Skins ;  after  which  they  came  up 
to  us,  lpeaking  to  us  in  an  odd  Lan- 
guage,  of  which  we  could  not  compre¬ 
hend  a  Word.  We  made  them,  how¬ 
ever,  comprehend  by  our  Signs,  that 

we 
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we  ftood  in  need  of  Water  and  Provi- 
fions:  They  brought  us  a  kind  of  Sak- 
gamite  hard  and  baked,  of  which  they 
eat  themfelves  firft,  and  which  we  thought 
tolerably  good.  They  drank  alfo  before 
us  of  a  prepared  Water,  whofe  Colour 
was  fufpicious  to  us.  They  brought  it 
in  little  round  Skins,  which  were  hard, 
tranfparent,  and  very  well  wrought  j 
but  we  durft  not  drink  of  it ;  and  they 
were  obliged  to  give  us  Water,  with 
which  we  filled  our  Goatfkins. 

We  remarked,  during  fome  Days  that 
we  ftaid  to  take  Provifions,  that  thefe 
Savages  had  no  Gods,  at  leaft  we  did 
not  fee  that  they  had  any  to  whom  they 
did  Homage.  They  have  nevertheless 
a  fuperftitious  Veneration  for  Grafiiop- 
pers,  Bats,  and  Lizards ;  for  they  feve- 
ral  times  prevented  us  from  eating  of 
them,  and  feemed  to  look  upon  us  with 
Horror  when  we  attempted  it.  It  is 
probable  alfo,  that  they  believe  that  af¬ 
ter  this  Life  there  is  no  other  in  the 
Country  of  the  Dead  ;  for  when  any 
one  dies  in  their  Cantons,  though  it  is 
one  of  their  Chiefs,  they  neither  give 
him  Maiz,  nor  Utenfils,  nor  Arms,  nor 
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even  Slaves  to  ferve  him  in  the  other 
World. 

We  had  Companion  upon  the  Blind- 
nefs  of  thefe  unhappy  Wretches.  We 
followed  them  one  Day  into  a  Place 
where  they  carried  one  of  their  Dead 
linging  before  him,  and  which  v/e  ima¬ 
gined  to  be  a  Temple.  Our  *  Places 
a d v e ruled  us  to  cissy  with  us  our  great 
God  T  itzliputzh,  whom  they  fhewed 
to  them,  exhorting  them  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  their  Error,  and  profit  by  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  they  had  of  being  able  to  caft 
their  Eyes  upon  the  greateft  of  the 
Gods ;  but  far  from  proftrating  them- 
fclves  oeioie  him  as  our  Places,  and 
adoring  him  together  with  them,  thefe 
impious  Wretches  had  the  Infolence  to 
overthrow  with  a  profane  Hand  this 
dreadful  God,  to  break  his  Legs,  and 
teai  oil  his  W ings :  At  this  Spectacle, 
feized  with  a  juft  Horror,  the  Priefts  of 
Vitzliputzli  new  upon  thele  infamous 
Men  to  revenge  our  God  by  their  Death 
and  the  Pillage  of  the  Temple  ;  but, 
lefs  ftrong  than  couragious,  our  Places 
were  feized  upon  and  cloieJy  bound ;  as 
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to  us,  having  haftily  regained  our  Ca- 
noes,  we  efcaped  from  their  furious 
Hands  :  But  we  had  the  Chagrin  before 
our  Departure,  to  fee  our  terrible  God 
devoured  in  the  Flames,  in  the  View  of 
our  little  Fleet. 

I  afk  you  now,  added  Mademoifelle 
du  Clos ,  if  an  American  that  made  this 
Relation  would  be  unreafonable  ?  No, 
certainly,  replied  I,  you  plead  extremely 
well  the  Caufe  of  your  Savages.  I  am 
no  longer  furprized  that  you  are  pleafed 
with  being  here:  You  are  become  en¬ 
tirely  an  American.  You  prefer  this  Ha¬ 
bitation  to  Paris ,  your  Cabbin  to  the 
Louvre ,  and  the  Hurcns  to  the  French . 
You  fay  too  much,  returned  lhe  *,  that 
would  be  preferring  the  rough  Diamond 
before  the  polifhed  ;  but  at  leaft  this 
proves,  that  the  Savages  might  think 
of  the  French ,  what  the  French  now 
think  of  the  Savages. 

The  Sakgame  here  ceafed  to  fpeak ; 
to  give  her  Time  to  take  Breath  I  be¬ 
gan  her  Elogium,  like  a  Man  enchanted 
with  her  Merit :  Ah  !  Mademoifelle, 
faid  I,  in  my  Enthufiafm,  what  Family 
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has  had  the  Misfortune  to  lofe  you,  af¬ 
ter  having  been  fo  happy  as  to  produce 
a  Heroine,  whofe  Name  ought  to  be¬ 
come  as  celebrated  as  that  of  the  great- 
eft  Conquerors  ?  ’Tis  that  Name  ex¬ 
actly,  cried  Ihe,  ’tis  that  Name  alone 
which  I  would  refpedl  by  my  Silence, 
not  to  reveal  the  Shame  which  my  Pa¬ 
rents  have  covered  themfelves  with  by 
profcribing  me  with  fuch  Injuftice.  Ma- 
demoifelle,  replied  I,  you  quite  raife  my 
Curiofity  by  refufing  now  to  fatisfy  it. 
Confider  that  the  Sakgame  of  the  Hu- 
rons ,  is  not  obliged  to  keep  the  Secrets 
of  Mademoifelle  du  Clos.  Belldes,  what 
have  you  to  fear  ?  Have  I,  without 
knowing  it,  rendered  myfelf  by  any 
Indifcretion  unworthy  of  your  Confi¬ 
dence  ?  No,  replied  Ihe,  I  do  not  in 
the  leaft  diftruft  you,  and  I  am  willing 
to  inform  you  of  my  Misfortunes  but 
content  yourfelf  with  that.  Do  not  en¬ 
deavour  to  find  out  the  Perlons  who 
have  caufed  them  and  promife  me, 
that  if  ever  you  return  into  France,  you 
will  make  no  Steps  to  difcover  them. 


I  protefted  to  her  that  her  Defires 
ftiould  be  a  Law  to  me,  and  that  the 
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might  depend  upon  my  Difcretion : 
Well  then,  laid  Ihe  to  me,  you  fhall 
immediately  hear  Things  that  you  will 
find  difficult  to  believe.  M.y  Parents 
have  behaved  to  me  in  a  mod  lurprizing 
Manner,  which  I  will  relate  to  you  as 
luccindtly  as  I  can. 

My  Father  was  near  Forty  when  he 
married  my  Mother,  who  was  a  young 
Perfon  of  Nobility  equal  to  his  own ; 
but  of  a  Humour  as  impatient  and 
haughty,  as  he  was  fiegmatick,  plain 
and  eafy.  You  may  judge  by  thefe  De- 
fcriptions,  that  he  had  not  a  very  defpo- 
tick  Power  in  his  Family.  They  palled 
fome  Years  without  having  any  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  therefore  the  firft  who  came 
into  the  World  became  their  Idol ;  it 
was  a  Boy.  I  w'as  born  eighteen  Months 
after  him,  and  my  Birth  was  followed 
three  Years  after  by  that  of  my  fecond 
and  Jaft  Brother. 

The  Preference  that  was  given  in 
every  thing  to  the  eldeft  Son  over  his 
Sifter  had  its  ufual  Effeft ;  that  is,  that 
it  made  us  diflike  each  other  from  our 
Infancy,  and  was  die  Occafion  of  my 
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Parents  loving  me  much  the  leis.  I  was 
but  too  fenfible  of  it,  though  I  was 
only  a  Child,  and  Jealoufy  feized  fo 
ftrongly  upon  me,  that  they  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  put  me  in  a  Convent,  that  they 
might  have  Peace  at  home. 

I  found  myfelf  amongfl  the  Religi- 
eufes  as  if  I  was  tranlported  into  another 
World.  I  fhould  eafily  have  forgot 
there  that  I  had  a  Brother  more  beloved 
than  myfelf ;  and  fhould  foon  have  ex- 
tinguifhed  all  the  weak  Glimmerings  of 
my  newborn  Jealoufy,  if  they  had  not 
been  rekindled  every  Moment  by  the 
indifcreet  Kindnefs  of  a  AVoman  who 
had  been  my  Governefs,  and  who  came 
to  fee  me  very  frequently.  Her  Impru¬ 
dence  entertained  me  wholly  with  the 
Happinefs  of  my  Brother  ;  fhe  exag¬ 
gerated  to  me,  all  in  Tears,  the  Refped: 
that  was  fhewn  him  ;  the  large  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Money  he  had  at  his  Difpofal ; 
the  Beauty  of  his  Cloaths ;  and  in  fine, 
the  Carefles  he  received  every  where  ; 
whilft  I,  entirely  forgot  in  my  Retreat, 
had  nothing  to  diitinguifh  me  from  the 
meanefl  Citizen’s  Child.  She  added  to 
this,  t^iat  they  had  refolved  to  jnake  me 
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take  the  Veil,  to  leave  my  Brother  the 
larger  Fortune.  Thefe  Difcourfes  in¬ 
spired  me  with  a  Horror  for  him,  and 
for  the  Monaftery. 

Our  youngeft  Brother,  whom  they 
defigned  for  a  *  Chevalier  de  Malta ,  and 
who  was  treated  as  ill  as  myfelf,  had  the 
fame  Refentment  as  foon  as  he  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  feeling  it.  He  came  frequently 
to  make  me  a  Vifit  at  the  Grate  :  We 
united  our  Chagrins,  and  held  our  little 
Counfels  together  ;  the  Refult  of  which 
always  was,  that  I  lhould  refufe  the 
Habit  of  a  Novice  when  they  pro- 
pofed  to  me  to  take  it.  My  Mother, 
at  length  perceiving  that  they  endea¬ 
voured  in  vain  to  conquer  the  Repug¬ 
nance  I  exprelTed  for  that  Condition,  took 
me  from  the  Convent,  with  an  Intention 
of  obliging  me,  by  her  ill  Treatment, 
to  defire  myfelf  that  I  might  return  thi¬ 
ther  again. 

As  prejudiced  as  I  was  againft  our 
elder  Brother,  upon  my  firft  coming 
home  I  endeavoured  to  gain  his  Friend- 
ihip  •,  but  the  Complaifance  that  he  had 

been 
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been  ufed  with,  and  the  Jittle  Regard 
he  faw  exprefled  to  us,  had  entirely 
ipoiled  his  Mind.  The  haughty  and 
defpifing  Air  with  which  he  received 
my  Advances,  and  my  Civilities,  (hock’d 
me  ;  I  complained  of  it  to  my  Gover- 
nefs,  and  to  my  younger  Brother,  who 
were  the  only  Perfons  to  whom  I  could 
addrefs  my  Complaints.  They  (hared 
my  Sorrows.  The  Chevalier  particu¬ 
larly  was  penetrated  with  them.  He 
fighed  fometimes  with  Impatience  to  be 
of  an  Age  to  meafure  his  Sword  againft 
that  of  his  Domeftick  Enemy,  and  he 
would  have  been  very  capable  of  fuch 
an  Adtion.  One  Day  when  the  old 
Governor  who  educated  them  both,  and 
who  had  no  other  Merit  but  that  of 
having  gained  the  good  Graces  of  my 
Mother,  by  expreffing  a  Fondnefs  for 
her  elded;  Son,  gave  it  again(t  the 
youngeft,  in  a  little  Difpute  which  hap¬ 
pened  between  the  two  Brothers ;  the 
Chevalier  took  Heaven  to  witneJs  of  the 
Injuftice  that  was  done  him,  and  throw¬ 
ing  himfelf  upon  the  Governor  with  his 
Sword  drawn,  he  would  inevitably  have 
ftabb’d  him,  it  his  Sword  had  not  been 
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as  thofe  of  Children  ufually  are,  blunt 
at  the  Point. 

I  was  on  my  Side  expofed  to  fuffer 
all  the  Mortifications  that  my  Mother 
could  invent  for  me.  If  my  Father  did 
not  hate  me  and  my  younger  Brother* 
at  lead  he  had  a  perfect  Indifference  for 
us.  Befides,  of  what  ufe  would  have 
been  his  Kindnefs?  The  Hufband  was 
no  more  liden’d  to  than  the  Children, 
When  Madam  was  in  a  Paffion,  he  was 
not  the  Perfon  who  trembled  lead.  If 
he  took  the  Liberty  to  fpeak,  it  was  to. 
fay,  Madam  is  in  the  right*,  and  he 
frequently  received,  for  the  return  of  his 
Complaifance,  a  concife  Order  to  be  fi- 
Ient,  and  wait  till  his  Opinion  was  afk- 
ed.  There  was  neverthelefs  a  Time  in 
which  he  lod  his  Timidity  ;  when  he 
was  filled  with  Champaign ,  Monfieur 
fpoke  as  high  as  Madam  y  but  his  Cou¬ 
rage  evaporated  with  the  Fumes  of  his 
Wine, 

The  Friendfhip  that  my  Brother  the 
Chevalier  and  I  bore  to  each  other  dif- 
pleafed  my  Mother,  who  to  take  from 
us  the  Confolation  we  found  in  being 
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affli<fted  together,  forbid  us  ever  to  fee 
or  to  converfe  with  one  another  in  pri¬ 
vate.  She  was  confcious  that  our  Con- 
verfations  turned  upon  the  Chagrins  that 
flie  gave  us  ;  and  fhe  imagined  by  this 
Injunction  fhe  fhould  prevent  the  Plots 
that  we  might  form  againfl  her  Fa¬ 
vourite.  This  Procedure  ferved  only 
to  harden  us  the  more  againft  him,  and 
taking  care  to  hide  our  Cards,  we  began 
to  do  all  the  Harm  we  could  to  our 
common  Enemy.  We  made  life  with 
Pleafure  of  every  Opportunity  that  pre¬ 
fen  ted  itfelf  to  play  him  a  Trick.  This 
darling  fpoilt  Child  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  be  careful  of  the  rich  Cloths  with 
which  he  was  adorned,  they  were  never 
eight  Days  without  being  fpotted  or 
torn. .  The  Idol  was  reprimanded,  and 
we  triumphed. 

We  were  not  permitted  to  enter  into 
the  Clofet  of  my  Mother  ;  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  alone  had  that  Privilege.  Fie 
went  in  when  he  pleafed,  and  played 
with  her  Birds.  We  watched  the  Mo¬ 
ment  of  creeping  in  after  him  without 
being  perceived,  and  from  thence  it  al¬ 
ways  happened  that  fome  Cage  was  left 
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open,  or  fome  Cats  fhut  up  in  the  Ckv 
fet.  Such  an  Aft  of  Carelefsnefs  drew 
upon  him  frequently  Reproofs  that  tran- 
fported  us.  We  muff  confefs,  that  the 
lJlealure  of  Revenge  was  fweet.  There 
are  few  Evils  of  which  it  will  not  fufpend 
the  Pain  ;  and  I  confcfs  at  that  Age  had  I 
Virtue  enough  to  renounce  it. 

My  eldeft  Brother  had  two  Hunting- 
Dogs,  which  were  his  Delight.  The 
Death  of  thefe  two  Animals,  fo  beloved, 
would  have  been  an  Exploit  worthy  of 
the  Chevalier,  but  the  Execution  of  it 
was  difficult.  He  fpoke  to  me  of  it  as 
an  Affair  of  State,  and  the  Weaknds  I 
had  to  enter  into  the  Confpiracy  was  the 
Occafion  of  my  Exile  ;  we  formed  this 
glorious  Projeft  then,  of  which,  how¬ 
ever,  we  had  no  other  Profit,  than  hav¬ 
ing  had  the  pleafing  Hope  of  reveng¬ 
ing  ourfelves.  How  many  People  are 
there  in  the  fame  Condition,  and  whofe 
Refentments  terminate  in  thinking  what 
they  would  do,  if  their  Power  anfwered 
to  their  Inclination ! 

I  imagined  for  fome  Time,  that  the 
Chevalier  had  abandoned  his  Defign,  of 
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wJiich  he  fpoke  to  me  no  more,  either 
that  he  was  put  off'  from  it,  by  the  Ob- 
ftacles  he  met  with,  or  that  he  had 
Compaffion  upon  the  two  prolcribed 
Heads,  who  were  his  Favourites  too, 
but  they  were  (till  more  dear  to  his  Bro¬ 
ther,  and  that  was  fufficient  to  prevent 
him  from  liftening  to  the  Voice  of  Mer¬ 
cy.  One  Evening,  as  we  rofe  from 
Table,  he  flipped  a  Packet  into  my 
Hand,  and  laid  to  me  in  a  Whifper ; 
Here,  this  will  difpatch  them  prefently. 
Lock  it  up  fafe.  It  was,  I  believe, 
Arfenick  in  Powder  that  he  had  procur¬ 
ed,  and  which  he  was  afraid  they  would 
find  in  his  Pockets  at  Night.  Unhap¬ 
pily  for  us,  the  old  Governor,  who  was 
near  us,  heard  what  the  Chevalier  faid 
to  me,  and  went  immediately  to  my 
Parents  to  relate  it.  He  reprefented  to 
them,  doubtlefs,  that  I  had  monffrous 
Intentions;  and  the  Poifon  found  at 
Night  in  one  of  the  Boxes  of  my  Toi¬ 
lette,  confirming  his  Report,  my  Bro¬ 
ther  and  myfelf  remained  attainted  and 
convifted,  in  their  Opinions,  of  a  De- 
fign  to  attempt  upon  their  Perfons. 
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I  perceived,  when  I  got  up,  that  the 
Packet  was  not  where  I  put  it  ^  I  ima¬ 
gined  that  the  Chevalier  had  taken  it 
again,  which  was  the  Reafon  that  I  was 
not  uneafy,  nor  took  any  Meafures  to 
prevent  the  Misfortune  that  threaten’d 
me,  and  of  which  I  was  ignorant.  I 
had  juft  drefied  me,,  when  an  Order 
was  brought  me  from  my  Mother,  to 
be  ready  to  depart  for  a  Convent,  where 
fhe  had  determined  to  condud  me.  I 
prepared  to  obey  her  with  great  Docili¬ 
ty,  looking  upon  the  Monaftery  as  a 
Prifon  where  I  fhould  be  lefs  unfortunate 
than  I  -was  at  home.  Whilft  they  put 
up  my  Linnen  and  my  Cloaths,  I  went 
to  bid  my  Father  adieu,  who  was  in 
his  Clofet;  but  it  was  in  vain  that  I 
knocked  at  the  Door,  he  neither  open¬ 
ed  it,  nor  ventured  to  anlwer  me,  doubt- 
lefs  becaufe  it  had  been  forbidden  him. 
I  run  to  the  Chamber  of  the  Chevalier, 
to  beg  him  to  come  and  fee  me  in  the 
Convent;  I  found  it  empty,  and,  to 
retrench  all  fuperfluous  Circumftances,  I 
went  into  a  Hackney-Coach,  with  my 
Mother  and  the  old  Governor,  whofe 
Name  was  du  Clos .  They  conveyed 
me  to  an  Inn,  where  a  Chaife  ready  to 
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depart  waited  for  me.  I  went  into  if 
with  the  Governor,  and  remarking  that? 
my  Mother  was  preparing  to  return  *, 
Madame,  faid  I  to  her  with  Emotion, 
what  can  be  your  Defign?  Where  is 
Monfieur  chi  Clos  to  convey  me  by  your 
Orders  ?  Was  it  not  to  a  Convent  in 
Paris  that  you  propofed  to  carry  me  ? 
No,  Daughter,  replied  my  Mother  cold¬ 
ly,  I  am  fending  you  to  that  of  which 
your  Aunt  is  the  Abbefs.  You  will 
learn,  under  the  Inlpe&ion  of  fo  virtu¬ 
ous  a  Perlon,  to  confirm  yourfelf  in 
thofe  Duties,  which  a  longer  Stay  in 
your  Father’s  Family  might  deprive 
you  of.  Adieu,  Mademoifelle,  you 
have  fo  often  faid,  that  you  were  much  * 
better  in  the  Convent  than  with  us,  that 
I  fuppofe  this  gives  you  more  Pleafure 
than  Pain.  I  knew  not  what  Anfwer  I 
ought  to  make  to  thefe  Words-,  and  if  I 
had  known  it,  my  Mother  would  not 
have  given  me  Time  to  reply  for  fire 
mounted  again  into  her  Hackney-Coach, 
and  we  drove  from  each  other  with  equal 
Hafte. 

# 

The  profound  Melancholly  in  which 
I  was  plunged  from  Paris  to  Rochelle , 
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where  we  went,  gave  great  Inquietude 
to  Monfieur  du  Clos ;  who  imagining  that 
I  was  meditating  fome  fatal  Blow  for 
him,  he  kept  himfelf  Day  and  Night 
upon  his  Guard,  and  luppofing,  per¬ 
haps,  that  I  had  ftill  Arfenick  about 
me,  he  took  particular  Care  to  have  me 
eat  alone  •,  I  am  fatisfied,  he  more  than 
once  repented  the  having  charged  him¬ 
felf  with  my  Conveyance.  I  have  al¬ 
ways  been  perfwaded,  that  his  Commif- 
lion  was  only  to  deliver  me  into  die 
Hands  of  my  Aunt,  but  that,  to  punifh 
me  for  having  given  him  fuch  Terrors 
upon  the  Road,  and  to  dilembarrals  my 
Family  from  fo  wicked  an  Ally,  being 
fatisfied  that  he  fiiould  be  juftified  in 
whatever  he  did,  he  had  determined  to 
make  ufe  of  the  Opportunity  of  the  Em¬ 
barkation  that  was  then  making  at  Ro¬ 
chelle  for  Canada. 

Inftead,  therefore,  of  taking  the  Road 
to  the  Abbey  of  my  Aunt,  whither  we 
had  only  one  Day’s  Journey  further, 
Monfieur  du  Clos  very  handfomely  made 
his  Agreement  with  the  Captain  of  the 
'V  effel,  on  board  which  you  was.  The 
reft  you  are  not  ignorant  of,  Monfieur, 

and 
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and  you  may  remember  the  Condition  1 
was  in  for  feveral  Days.  My  Life  was 
defpaired  of,  and  I  fhould  infallibly 
have  loft  it,  if  the  Captain  had  not  taken 
a  more  particular  Care  of  me  than  of 
feveral  others,  whom  the  Voyage  threw 
into  a  Sickenefs.  ’Tis  true,  he  had 
particular  Reafons  to  diftinguifh  me 
from  the  other  Women  who  were  on 
board.  He  had  taken  me  as  a  Paf- 
fenger,  and  was  not  to  receive  the  Re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Sum,  for  which  he  had 
agreed  upon  with  the  old  Governor,  till 
he  brought  back  into  France  a  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  my  Arrival  at  Quebec,  where,  I 
prefume,  he  had  Orders  to  abandon  me 
to  Providence  :  To  inftrud:  you  in  this 
Agreement,  I  mull:  tell  you  that  the 
Captain  informed  me,  that  Monfieur 
du  Clos  had  delivered  me  up  to  him  un¬ 
der  the  Name  of  Margaret  du  Clos ,  his 
Daughter,  alluring  him  that  the  foie 
Reafon  of  my  being  thus  banifhed,  was 
for  having  feveral  Times  attempted  to 
poifon  my  Father,  my  Mother,  and  my 
eldeft  Brother ;  and  that  very  frequently  I 
had  been  found  provided  with  Arfenick, 
which  1  defigned  to  make  ufe  of  to  com¬ 
mit  thofe  three  enormous  Crimes. 
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The  Aftonifhment  that  the  Captain 
gave  me  by  this  Difcourfe,  the  Delpair 
of  finding  myfelf  loaded  with  fo  horri¬ 
ble  an  Acculation,  and  which,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  my  Innocence,  I  could  not 
prove  the  Falfity  of,  all  this  had  fuch 
an  Effeft  upon  me,  that  I  had  almoft 
died  with  Sorrow ;  however,  as  foon  as 
I  could  fpeak,  I  gave  the  Captain  a  true 
Recital  of  the  Adventure  of  the  Arfe- 
nick  found  upon  my  Toilette.  He  per¬ 
ceived,  by  what  I  had  laid  to  him,  the 
Injustice  that  had  been  done  me  in  fuf- 
peCting  me  guilty  of  fo  black  an  At¬ 
tempt.  As  inhuman  as  he  was,  he  yet 
appeared  to  pity  me.  He  did  more ;  he 
had  the  Generofity  to  give  me  Part  of 
the  Money  which  he  had  receiv’d  from 
Monfieur  du  Clos ,  whom  he  ffill  fup- 
pofed  my  Father,  for  I  did  not  difabufe 
him  upon  that  Article.  It  was  thus  that 
I  was  inftrudted  in  the  Caufe  of  my  in¬ 
voluntary  Voyage. 

I  am  ignorant  what  Reflections  the 
Captain  made  after  this ;  but,  as  if  he 
had  repented  of  his  Weaknels  in  believ¬ 
ing  me,  and  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  mov¬ 
ed  by  a  faife  Recital  of  my  Misfortunes, 

in 
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in  two  Days  after  he  refumed  his  ufual 
Ferofity  ;  he  never  call  one  favourable 
Look  upon  me  again.  I  refolved  not 
to  difcover  myfelf  to  any  Perfon,  and  to 
wait,  under  the  unworthy  Name  of  the 
Author  of  my  Afflictions,  till  my  Bro¬ 
ther,  the  Chevalier,  made  known  my 
Innocence,  together  with  his  own.  I 
Ihould,  neverthelefs,  have  been  forced, 
perhaps,  to  declare  myfelf,  if  your  in¬ 
genuous  Compafflon  had  not  found  a 
Method  of  preferving  me  from  die 
wretched  Fate  I  had  to  fear. 

Mademoifelle,  faid  I  then  to  the  Sak- 
game,  if  Virtue  does  not  preferve  us 
from  the  Turns  of  Fortune,  at  leaft 
fooner  or  later,  it  always  makes  us 
triumph  over  them.  The  Malice  and 
Injuftice  of  Mankind  let  you  as  a  Slave 
into  a  foreign  Country  ;  and  Providence, 
more  juft,  has  made  you  live  there  as  a 
Sovereign.  I  Ihould  live  here  with  great' 
Satisfaction,  returned  fhe,  if  I  knew 
that  the  Chevalier  was  no  more  unhap¬ 
py  than  myfelf.  The  Tranquility  of 
my  Life  is  only  difturbed  by  the  Re¬ 
membrance  of  that  dear  Brother ;  and 
he  is  the  only  Mortal  beyond  the  Ocean 
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for  whom  I  intereft  myfdf.  If  I  ever 
fee  France  again,  replied  I,  I  will  con¬ 
trive  fome  Expedient  to  procure  you 
News  of  him,  without  your  difcovering 
yourlelf  any  farther  than  you  think  pro¬ 
per.  But,  added  I,  if  this  Brother,  who 
is  fo  dear  to  you,  fhould  conjure  you  to 
return  into  the  old  World,  would  you 
reject  his  Prayers  ?  Sovereigns,  replied 
fhe  fmiling,  never  quit  their  Dominions, 
and  only  converfe  with  each  other  by 
Ambaffadors.  In  that  Cafe,  faid  I  to 
her  in  the  fame  Tone,  you  mult  do  me 
the  Honour  of  confering  that  facred  Ti¬ 
tle  upon  me,  and  I  fhall  prefent  to  him, 
in  your  Name,  my  Letters  of  Credence, 
and  the  Calumet  of  Peace. 

I  had  but  one  Converfation  more  with 
Mademoifelle  du  Clos ,  after  which  I  de¬ 
manded  my  Audience  of  Leave.  She  did 
not  grant  it  to  me  without  Pain  ;  and  I 
was  obliged  to  promife  her  that  I  would 
frequently  make  her  fuch  Vifits.  If  we 
had  accepted  of  all  the  Skins  that  her 
Hurons  offered  to  us,  we  fhould  have 
enriched  ourfelves  for  ever,  but  we  re- 
fufed  them  the  molt  politely  that  we 
could  poffibly  }  we  contented  outffelves 
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with  fuffering  them  to  load  with  their 
Prefents  feveral  Canoes,  which  they 
caufed  to  depart  for  our  Habitation  at 
the  lame  Time  that  we  did,  and  which, 
neverthelefs,  did  not  arrive  there  till  a 
Month  after  us,  upon  account  of  their 
having  been  obliged  to  take  a  long  and 
difficult  Way.  A  numerous  Efcort  re- 
conducted  us,  with  the  fame  Pomp  as 
before  ;  and,  out  of  Gratitude,  we  lent 
them  back  loaded  with  Wine,  Brandy, 
and  other  Prefents. 

At  our  Arrival  I  was  obliged  to  quit 
my  Habitation  and  repair  to  the  Fort. 
The  dreadful  War  which  France  had 
then  to  fupport  extended  its  Fury  even 
to  us  ;  all  the  Country  was  in  Alarm. 
They  were  continually  making  Incur- 
fions  into  Nezv- England,  and  the  Eng- 
lijh  on  their  Side  did  the  fame  to  us  ; 
they  even  engaged  the  Savages  to  do 
fo.  We  were  obliged  to  ellablilh  a 
Correfpondence  between  our  Canton  and 
the  Fort  of  Bourbon,  which  IVdonfieur 
de  Iberville  had  jult  taken  from  the 
Englijh  in  Hudfon's  Bay  *.  They  did 
not  efcape  with  that  Lois  only  ;  they 

ravaged 
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ravaged  alfo  feveral  of  their  Iflands,  and 
niade  a  Delcent  upon  Jamaica ;  id  that, 
not  doubting  in  the  leaft  but  they  defign- 
ed  to  make  us  a  Return,  we  were  under 

a  Neceffity  of  being  continually  upon  our 
Guard. 

The  Fort  de  Frontenac  indeed  pre¬ 
vented  us  from  any  Surprize  from  the 
Englijh  themfelves  f  but  they  had  gain¬ 
ed  feveral  Cantons  of  the  Iroquefe  by  the 
Force  of  Preients,  and  thofe  .  might  be 
upon  ms  before  we  were  fo  much  as  ad- 
vertifed  of  their  March.  Theft  terrible 
Savages  carried  Defolation  every  where 
along  with  them ;  they  deftroyed  the 
Plantations,  burnt  the  Cabbins,  and 
/pared  no  Creature.  When  a  Fort  flop¬ 
ped  their  Progrefs,  they  ruined  all  about 
it  with  Impunity,  the  Garrifon  not  dar¬ 
ing  to  attack  them,  becaufe  the  Iroquefe 
were  too  numerous,  and  moil  of  them 
provided  with  Cutlaffes  and  Fire-Arms, 
which  the  Englifo  and  Dutch  furnifhed 
them  with,  and  with  which  they  fought* 
deiperately. 

\ 

The  continual  Alarms  we  were  under 
from  the  Proximity  of  their  Frontiers, 

feveral 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene.  9 1 

feveral  Hoftilities  already  committed, 
the  League  made  amongft  their  Cantons, 
and  their  Alliance  with  the  Englijh  and 
the  Dutch ,  all  thefe  Things  at  length 
engaged  Monfieur  de  Front enac,  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  to  refolve  to  make  them  feel  the 
Weight  of  the  Arms  of  France ,  as  fo 
many  Allies  leagued  againft  her  at  that 
Time  felt  them  in  Europe .  All  the  Com¬ 
panies  in  the  King’s  Pay  had  Orders  to 
affemble  at  Montreal .  The  Defire  of 
revenging  themfelves  upon  the  Iroquefe , 
and  driving  farther  from  them  fuch 
dangerous  Neighbours,  having  made  all 
the  French?  eftablifhed  upon  their  Fron¬ 
tiers,  join  themfelves  to  thefe  Troops, 
together  with  thofe  Savages  who  were 
attached  to  France  *,  Monfieur  de  Fronte - 
nac  found  himfelf  in  a  Condition  to  en¬ 
ter  their  Country  at  the  Head  of  an 
Army,  numerous  and  formidable  for 
thofe  Parts,  fince  it  confifted  of  near  three 
thoufand  Men. 

* 

It  was  with  great  Difficulty  that  they 
conveyed  the  Artillery  as  far  as  the  Fort, 
which  the  Englijh  had  caufed  thefe  Sa¬ 
vages  to  erect.  It  was  flanked  with 
good  Baftions,  and  fo  regular,  that  it 

would 
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would  have  flopped  us  for  a  confidera- 
ble  I  ime,  if  they  had  had  die  Courage 
to  keep  themfelves  confined  in  it  •,  but 
the  Iroquefe ,  as  valiant  as  they  are,  will 
always  in  their  Combats  have  their  Way 
free  behind  them,  and  accuftom  them¬ 
felves  much  more  to  Addons  of  Addrefs 
and  Surprize,  than  to  Hand  their  Ground 
courageoufly.  They  abandoned  their 
Fort,  therefore,  againft  the  Opinion  of 
the  EngltJJj ,  with  whom  they  retired, 
leaving  us  at  full  Liberty  to  ravage  their 
Canton.  We  began  by  razing  the  Fort, 
after  which  all  was  pillaged  or  defbroy’d 
in  a  large  Extent  of  Ground,  to  give 
theie  People  at  lead;  a  Defart  to  pafs 
through  before  they  could  enter  New- 
France. 

The  Body  of  Troops  in  which  I  was, 
with  feveral  Volunteers,  who  had  fol¬ 
lowed  me  in  this  Expedition,  having 
difcovered  in  a  Wood  a  large  Habitation 
of  Iroquefe ,  inverted  it,  and  foon  made 
themfelves  Mafters  of  it.  We  furpriz’d 
there  a  great  Number  of  old  Men  and 
Children,  and  we  divided  the  Booty. 
As  to  me,  I  yielded  up  my  Share,  and 
thofe  which  my  Affociates  were  to  have, 
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in  the  Furs  and  the  Utenfils  which  had 
been  brought  there,  as  in  a  Place  of 
Safety.  I  contented  myfelf  with  taking 
upon  my  Account  all  the  Prifoners  whom 
nobody  would  trouble  themfelves  with. 
I  l'urprized  my  Fellow-Soldiers  extreme¬ 
ly  by  this,  and  ftill  more  when  I  offer’d 
them  all  their  Liberty,  provided  each 
of  them  would  give  me  for  their  Ran- 
fom  a  Male  Child  of  four  or  five  Years 
old  ;  this  procured  me  near  two  hun¬ 
dred,  which  were  concealed  near  the 
Place.  After  which  I  fent  away,  with¬ 
out  any  Ranfom,  the  Remainder  of  my 
Captives,  referving  only  half  a  Dozen 
of  the  Women,  whom  I  kept  to  take 
Care  of  my  little  Flock. 

You  know,  Monfieur  de  Beauchene , 
continued  Monneville ,  addrefling  himfelf 
to  me,  that  two  Days  after  I  was  very  near 
having  them  all  carried  off  from  me,  and 
Jofing  the  Lives  of  all  my  Volunteers,  to¬ 
gether  with  my  own.  You  muft  remem¬ 
ber  it,  fince  you  were  with  the  Savages 
who  ftole  by  Night  upon  my  Quarters, 
which  I  had  been  fo  imprudent  to  chufe 
at  too  great  a  Diftance  from  the  Body  of 
the  Army.  If  they  had  known  that  I 

had 
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had  not  above  fixty  Men  with  me,  they 
would  not  have  retired  as  they  did,  after 
having  killed  fome  of  them.  You  can 
Hill  lefs  forget  that  young  and  raih  as 
you  were  then,  you  engaged  yourfelf  fo 
far  that  it  was  impoffible  for  you  to  re¬ 
gain  the  others,  and  that  you  remained 
my  Prifoner. 

This  Accident  made  me  haften  my 
Departure.  I  was  glad  alfo  to  leave  the 
main  Body  of  the  Army,  where  my  two 
hundred  Children  would  have  embarraf- 
fed  me  much  more.  When  I  had  a  fuf- 
ficient  Number  of  Canoes,  I  demanded 
Permiffion  from  M  onfieur  de  Front enac 
to  depart,  and  he  granted  it  to  me  very 
gracioufly,  commanding  me  to  be  fur- 
nilhed  with  what  was  neceffary  for  my 
little  Prifoners,  whom  he  pioufly  believ¬ 
ed,  as  well  as  the  reft,  I  had  carried  off 
in  order  to  their  being  educated  in  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  as  the  Miffionary 
Chaplains  in  the  Army  reported.  Thefe 
good  Fathers  judged' thus  of  my  Inten¬ 
tions  without  confidering  that,  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  Project  which  they  gave  me  the 
Honour  of,  inftead  of  a  common  Habi¬ 
tation 
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tadon  I  fhould  have  ftood  in  need  of 
Houfes  and  Revenues  like  theirs. 

Tho’  they  exaggerated  extremely  the 
good  A<5tion  which  they  imagined  I  had 
done,  they  did  not  exprefs  the  Jeaft  Defire 
to  /hare  in  the  Merit  of  it  with  me,  by 
taking  upon  themfelves  the  Care  of  Part 
of  thefe  Children ;  but  they  caufed  a 
fumptuous  Te  Deum  to  be  lung  at  Que¬ 
bec,  as  foon  as  they  heard  that  I  had 
ordered  them  all  to  be  baptized,  which 
in  effect  I  did  not  fail  to  do,  before  I  fent 
them  to  Mademoifelle^tf  Clos,  for  whom 
I  had  deftined  them. 

.  ,You  will  eafily  fuppofe,  that  this  po¬ 
litical  Sakgame  thought  herfelf  obliged 
to  me  for  fuch  a  Prefent.  She  fent'me 
Word,  that  I  could  not  have  made  her 
one  more  valuable,  and  .that  her  good 
Friends  were  penetrated  with  Gratitude 
for  the  Service  that  I  had  done  them,  by 
fending  them  what  might  one  Day  pro¬ 
duce  Warriors  that  would  be  of  great 
Aififtance  to  them  ;  that  all  thefe  Chil¬ 
dren  had  been  adopted,  and  would  foon 
believe  they  had  found  their  real  Parents 
in  their  adoptive  Fathers.  She  added, 

that 
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that  Hie  would  caufe  them  to  be  inftruft- 

ed  in  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  flie 

hoped  that,  after  having  been  brought  up 

as  Hurons ,  they  would  not  have  Hearts 

lefs  French  than  if  they  had  been  born  in 

* 

the  Center  of  France. 

The  Favours  that  Lewis  XIV.  diftri- 
buted  at  all  Times  in  thofe  Parts,  pene¬ 
trated  even  into  our  Defarts,  to  fearch 
out  thofe  of  his  Subjects  who  had  diftin- 
guilhed  themfelves  there.  Amongft  the 
Perfons  who  received  thefe  Gratifica¬ 
tions  was  comprehended  a  Lady  of  my 
Acquaintance,  named  de  Vercheres.  This 
Heroine  had  an  Habitation  and  a  Fort, 
which  bore  her  Name,  fome  Leagues 
diftant  from  Montreal ;  fhe  was  the 
Daughter  of  a  Mother  who  had  taught 
her  to  ufe  the  Mulket,  and  to  place  her- 
felf,  like  an  Amazon ,  at  the  Head  of 
her  People,  upon  any  Incurfion  of  the 
Savages.  One  Day  having  been  fur- 
prized  by  a  T roop  of  Iroquefe ,  file  efcap- 
ed  from  their  Hands,  and  fiiut  herfelf 
up  in  her  little  Fort,  where,  afiifted  by 
one  fingle  Soldier  only,  (he  flopped  them 
with  Mufket-fhot  at  firft,  after  which 
firing  off  her  Cannon  herfelf  upon  them. 
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f he  obliged  thefe  Savages  to  retire, 
which  they  did  with  the  more  Precipita¬ 
tion,  as  they  imagined  fhe  would  foon 
receive  Afilftance.  This  young  Female 
Warrior,  after  the  Adtion,  having  had 
the  good  Fortune  to  have  an  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  writing  to  Madame  du  Pontcbar- 
irain ,  fent  her  a  Detail  of  the  little 
Siege  fhe  had  fupported,  and  obtained 
by  her  Mediation  a  Penfion  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  Livres. 

About  that  Time  the  young  Man, 
who  had  accompanied  me  to  the  Habi¬ 
tation  of  Mademoifelle  du  Clos ,  returned 
thither  again  to  offer  her  his  Service, 
with  five  or  fix  of  his  moft  intimate 
Friends,  who  were  not  at  all  terrified 
at  the  Relation  he  had  given  them  of 
his  former  Journey.  He,  as  well  as  his 
Companions,  took  care  to  conceal  this 
pious  Defign  from  the  World,  eafily 
judging  that  it  would  meet  with  no  Ap¬ 
probation.  I  was  the  only  Ferfon  to 
whom  they  did  not  make  a  Myftery  of 
it,  left  Mademoifelle  du  Clos  jhould  be 
difpleafed  with  them,  for  not  bringing 
her  a  Meflage  from  me.  They,  there¬ 
fore,  made  -me  a  Confidante  of  their 
*  Y OL .  IL  F  Defign, 
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Defign,  and  I  charged  them  with  a  Letter 
to  the  Sakgame . 

v ) 

During  their  Voyage  the  Malouin , 
Commandant  of  our  Fort,  died  of  Poi- 
i'on.  I  have  always  been  perfwaded  that 
the  Blow  which  funk  him  into  the  Grave 
was  dellined  for  me,  in  which  Cafe  I  was 
a  very  innocent  Caufe  of  his  Death : 
However  that  may  be,  I  repaired  im¬ 
mediately  to  Quebec,  to  give  Information 
of  this,  and  follicit  a  Pod,  for  which  I 
did  not  imagine  I  fhould  find  any  Rivals ; 
neverthelefs  the  Governor  told  me  polite¬ 
ly,  that  if  I  infilled  abfolutely  upon  this 
Place  he  could  not  refufe  it  me  •,  but  that 
he  defired  me  to  wait  till  another  Op¬ 
portunity,  and  yield  it  up  to  a  young 
Man  who  was  ftrongiy  recommended  to 
him,  and  who,  if  I  did  not,  muft  lay 
upon  his  Elands.  This  obliging  man¬ 
ner  of  Refufal  charmed  me ;  and  I  pro- 
tefted  to  the  Governor,  that  being  fully 
fatisfied  with  his  Favour,  I  defifted  from 
my  Demand,  with  as  much  Pleafure  as 
I  fhould  have  received  the  Benefit. 

This  young  Man,  of  whom  he  fpoke, 
was  juft  then  arrived  on  board  the  Vefiel 
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which  had  brought  us  the  happy  News 
of  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick ,  of  which  we 
flattered  ourfelves  to  tafte  the  Fruits  in 
the  New  World*  by  that  Liberty  of 
Commerce  which  muft  augment  our 
Fortunes.  This  Change  made  me  think 
of  profiting  at  lead  by  the  Succeflion 
of  the  Malouin ,  fince  I  had  not  inherit¬ 
ed  his  Place.  He  had  neither  Children 
nor  Heirs  *,  his  Habitation  would  have 
been  abandoned,  and  in  a  few  Years 
could  not  have  failed  of  becoming  again 
a  Defart  as  it  was  before.  I  demanded 
it,  and  it  was  granted  me. 

In  a  fecond  Vifit  that  I  made  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  I  reprefented  to  him  the  Plan 
of  the  Conduct  of  Mademoifelle  du  Clos , 
amongft  the  Hurons  \  he  was  never  tired 
with  hearing  me  fpeak  upon  that  Article, 
and  he  admired  the  Prudence  and  the 
Policy  of  that  incomparable  Woman. 
He  was  enchanted  with  it  *,  and  imagin¬ 
ed  he  perceived  in  her  Syftem,  an  Af¬ 
fair  of  fo  much  Utility  to  the  Nation, 
that  he  had  the  Generofity  to  fend  her 
Prefents  to  above  the  Value  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  Piftoles,  caufing  her  to  be  afliired, 
at  the  fame  I  ime,  of  a  particular  Pro- 
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teftion  both  for  herfelf  and  her  Canton, 
The  Reverend  Fathers  of  the  Convent, 
jealous  of  their  Honour,  would  not  ap¬ 
pear  lefs  generous  than  the  Governor ; 
they  alfo  made  their  Prelents  to  the  Sak- 
game ,  but  to  vary  Things  a  little,  they 
made  their  Gifts  confift  in  feveral  Re- 
liques,  and  fome  confecrated  Beads,  with 
a  Billet  of  Affociation  unto  the  Merits 
of  a  Confraternity,  in  the  Catalogue  of 
which  her  Name  was  inferted  gratis. 
The  Badge  of  this  Confraternity  was 
carried  by  a  young  Man,  whom  they 
fent  to  her  as  a  Millionary  at  my  Requeft. 
They  charged  this  new  Apoftle  with 
magnificent  facerdotal  Ornaments,  and  a 
very  rich  Service  for  a  Chappel ;  but 
when  I  gave  him  his  Leffon  in  private, 
I  advifed  him  not  to  make  ufe  of  all 
this,  till  Mademoifelle  du  Clos  judged  it 
proper. 

The  Governor,  when  he  charged  me 
with  the  Care  of  conducing  and  inftall- 
ing  in  our  little  Fort  Monfieur  de  la 
Haye ,  which  was  the  Name  of  the  new 
Commandant,  told  me,  that  he  lhould 
think  himfelf  obliged  to  me  for  all  that 
I  lhould  do  for  this  young  Man,  who 
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was  born,  added  he,  to  a  better  Fortune. 
I  began,  therefore,  upon  this  Recom¬ 
mendation,  to  intereft  myfelf  for  Mon- 
fieur  de  la  Haye  •,  and  Madame  his  Wife, 
who  embarked  with  us,  completed  the 
attaching  me  to  the  Service  of  the  Fa¬ 
mily.  That  Lady  was  a  young  Perfon, 
who,  joined  to  the  mod  regular  Beauty, 
fo  affable  an  Air,  fo  much  Modefty,  fo 
much  Sweetnefs  in  the  Tone  of  her 
Voice,  in  her  Eyes,  in  her  Manner, 
that,  borne  away  by  that  powerful  Je  ne 
fcay  quoy ,  which  cannot  be  defined,  I 
loft  my  Liberty  in  a  Moment,  with¬ 
out  fo  much  as  wifhing  to  prelerve  it. 

If  I  had  fatisfied  myfelf  with  the 
Friend fh ip  of  this  amiable  Pair,  the 
Affiduity  and  Complaifance  I  expreffed 
to  them  acquired  it  me  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  when  we  arrived  at  the  Fort,  you 
would  have  imagined  that  it  was  a  Bro¬ 
ther  and  a  Sifter  coming  to  reiide  with 
a  beloved  Brother.  As  I  had  been  gra¬ 
tified  with  all  the  Spoils  of  the  Malouin , 
the  Moveables  belonged  to  me  equally 
with  the  reft ;  and  I  might  have  left  a 
naked  Apartment  to  his  Succeffor,  but 
I  did  not  remove  the  leaft  Trifle,  which 
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is  not  to  be  reckoned  as  any  thing  in  fuch 
a  Place.  1  was  conftantly  doing  them 
fome  little  Services,  which  they  teftified 
the  more  Gratitude  to  me  for,  as  they  did 
not  in  the  lead  fufpeft  the  Motive  of 
my  Aft  ions ;  they  imagining  that  I  be¬ 
haved  thus  to  them  out  of  real  Gene- 
rofity. 

I  ^carried  them  fo  frequently  to  the 
Habitation  that  I  had  inherited,  that  it 
was  not  more  mine  than  it  was  theirs. 
They  found  it  fo  handfomely  built,  and 
fo  well  fituated,  that  they  were  infinitely 
pleafed  with  being  there.  As  to  me,  1 
tafted  lefs  the  Sweets  of  that  Solitude, 
than  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  continually  in 
it  <the  Objeft:  of  my  Pafiion.  As  long 
as  I  conftrained  myfelf  to  Looks  and 
Sighs  only,  Madame  de  la  Haye  did  not 
penetrate  into  my  Sentiments.  She  was 
fo  far  from  imagining  me  in  love  with 
her,  that  fhe  gave  me  continually,  with¬ 
out  Cbnftraint,  many  innocent  Marks 
of  the  tender  Eriendihip  fhe  had  for  me : 
On  the  other  Side,  however  jealous  I 
was  of  her  Hulband,  I  lived  in  fo  ftrift 
an  Intimacy  with  him,  that  the  Confi- 
deration  of  that .  alone  had  often  clofed 
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my  Lips,  when  the  Secret  was  ready  to 
efcape  me. 

Monfieur  de  la  Haye ,  for  he  had  re¬ 
lated  his  Adventures  to  me,  was  the  Son 
of  a  rich  Counfellor  of  the  Parliament 
of  Paris ,  who  designing  him  for  the 
Bar,  had  educated  him  with  that  Inten¬ 
tion  ;  but  the  young  Man  applied  him- 
felf  fo  little  to  his  Studies,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  that  of  the  Law,  that  when  he 
was  to  undergo  his  Examination,  his 
Examiners  were  obliged  to  make  him 
fuftain  his  'Thefts'' s  in  great  Privacy.  His 
Father  feeing  he  had  fo  little  Difpofition 
to  fhine  in  the  long  Robe,  changed  his 
Defign,  and  bought  him  a  Poll  in  the 
Houfhold,  which  afterwards  occafioned 
his  Misfortunes. 

I  was  ignorant  what  thefe  Misfortunes 
were,  he  having  concealed  them  from  me 
in  all  the  Converfations  that  we  had  had 
together,  and  had  never  yet  fpoke  to 
me  of  his  Wife,  when  one  Morning 
walking  out  after  Breakfaft,  the  Fumes 
of  two  Bottles  of  White- Wine,  which 
we  had  drank,  had  the  fame  Effeft  up¬ 
on  him  as  the  Rays  of  the  Sun  had  upon 
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the  Statue  of  Memnon :  Monfieur  de  la 
tiaye ,  who  was  generally  filent  and 
meiancholly,  put  on  a  gay  Air,  free  and 
open,  and  had  a  great  deal  to  fay.  As 
loon  as  I  perceived  he  was  in  a  Vein  of 
talking,  I  put  him  upon  the  Chapter  of 
his  former  Profperity,  and  told  him  that 
I  could  not  think  him  wholly  unfortu¬ 
nate,  fince  Fortune  had  bellowed  upon 
him  fo  accomplilhed  a  Wife  as  Madame 
de  la  Haye. 

You  would  think  my  Wife  (till  more 
amiable-,  replied  he,  if  you  knew  all  the 
Reafons  I  have  to  love  and  to  efteem 
her.  As  next  to  her,  I  have  nothing  in 
the  World  1b  dear  to  me  as  you,  I  will 
make  you  my  Confidante.  It  will  hurt 
my  Selfdove  to  difcover  to  you  thofe 
Defers  which  the  Situation  I  am  now  in 
conceals  from  you  ;  but  ’tis  no  matter,  I 
will  tell  you  all ;  ’tis  a’Confufion  that  I 
well  deferve, 

By  the  Reputation  of  being  the  only 
Son  of  an  opulent  Father,  continued 
lie,  I  had  found  the  means  of  being  in 
Debt  above  ten  thoufand  Crowns  before 
I  was  twenty,  when  an  Uncle,  whom  I 
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had  in  the  Houfhold,  engaged  my  Fa¬ 
ther  to  let  me  quit  the  Gown,  and  be 
placed  with  him.  The  Poft  that  they 
were  in  Treaty  for  coft  them  near  fifty 
thoufand  Livres  for  me.  What  a  Lure 
to  my  Creditors !  the  Strings  of  their 
ufurous  Purfes  were  broke  by  it ;  they 
were  always  open  to  me  *,  I  took  out, 
and  left  them  to  count  it.  Of  fifty  young 
People,  who  like  me  could  find  Money 
with  more  Eafe  than  the  King,  I  was  the 
moft  refpeded,  and  the  fooneft  ferved, 
3Tis  true,  they  made  me  fign  and  renew 
my  Bonds  when  they  pleafed  ;  but  tho* 
they  took  thefe  Precautions,  I  faw  plain¬ 
ly  that  they  had  a  particular  Affedion 
for  me,  and  that  they  would  not  hazard 
fo  much  with  the  reft,  from  whom  fre¬ 
quently  they  exaded  Pledges  very  im¬ 
politely. 

A  Succeflion  of  near  two  hurdred 
thoufand  Livres,  which  my  Fathf  r  by 
his  Death  left  us  fcon  after,  that  is,  to 
them  and  me,  for  I  did  not  owe  them 
at  the  moft  above  the  Half  of  it,  aug¬ 
mented  their  Hopes,  and  the  Diforders 
of  my  Condud.  My  Uncle  freq  ient!y 
repiOached  me  with  it  in  vain^  tho’  1 
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was  fenfible  that  I  deferved  his  Re¬ 
proaches  I  had  not  RefoJution  enough 
to  change.  My  Felicity,  or  rather  my 
Stupidity,  ruined  me  ;  I  loved  Wine 
and  the  Pleafures  of  the  Table ;  twenty 
Parafites  devoured  me  ;  with  all  this  I 
played  high,  and  thinking  to  pafs  for  a 
fair  Gamefter,  I  played  like  a  Dupe. 
My  Uncle,  advertifed  of  my  Exceffes, 
gave  me  new  Reprimands,  which  were 
ftill  in  vain.  He  grew  tired  of  repeating 
them,  and  to  fruftrate  me  of  his  Succef- 
lion,  he  refolved  to  marry,  with  an  In¬ 
tention  of  having  an  Heir  more  worthy 
of  him. 

It  was,  however,  upon  this  Succef- 
fion  that  my  Creditors  depended  the 
moft ;  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  Supple¬ 
ment  to  my  Fortune,  which  might  fame 
time  be  necellary  to  them.  They  knew 
better  what  my  Eftate  was  than  I  did  ; 
for  I  left  to  them  the  Care  of  calculating 
iny  Revenues  and  my  Debts.  To  corn- 
pleat  the  Picture  of  my  Diforders,  I 
thought  thofe  too  fober  and  regular  who 
kept  a  Miftrefs  to  themfelves  this  Con¬ 
duct  appeared  too  fedate  to  me,  and  too 
conformable  to  the  tirefome  Uniformity 
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of  Marriage.  In  fine,  I  was  as  great  a 
Debauchee  as  it  was  pofiible  to  be,  when 
there  happened  to  me  an  Event  of  which 
my  Marriage  was  the  Confequence,  and 
which  I  am  going  to  relate  to  you. 

I  had  had  for  fome  few  Days  a  Valet 
de  Chambre,  who  having  never  ferved 
before,  piqued  himfelf  upon  a  Fidelity 
which  molt  of  thofe  Gentlemen  fhake 
off  by  degrees  when  they  are  in  Service. 
He  advertifed  me  one  Day,  that  one  of 
my  Footmen  in  whom  I  had  a  Confi¬ 
dence  robbed  me,  and  was  in  Confede¬ 
racy  with  the  Cook.  Jafmin ,  added 
he,  goes  out  every  Night  after  Supper, 
and  carries  fomething  to  a  Place  that  I 
have  remarked.  To  be  fatisfied  myfelf 
of  the  Truth  of  this  Fad,  I  hid  myfelf 
one  Evening  in  the  Staircafe  of  a  Houfe 
into  which  my  Valet  de  Chambre  allured 
me  that  the  Thefts  were  carried.  The 
accufed  Footman  in  effed  came  thither 
loaded  with  a  Parcel,  palled  dole  by 
me  without  feeing  me,  and  entered  into 
a  Garret,  whither  I  followed  him  haftily. 
Rafcal,  faid  I  to  him,  drawing  my 
Sword,  dolt  thou  rob  me  then  in  this 
Manner  ?  The  unhappy  Wretch  threw 
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himfelf  immediately  at  my  Feet ; 
Strike,  Monfieur,  faid  he  to  me,  you 
vdll  pierce  us  all  three  with  the  fame 
Blow.  At  the  lame  time  he  pointed 
with  his  Finger  to  a  young  Woman 
whom  Fear  had  rendered  immoveable, 
and  an  old  Man  funk  with  Infirmites. 

It  is  only,  purfued  the  Footman,  open¬ 
ing  the  Napkin  which  he  brought,  the 
Relufe  of  the  Provifions  of  your  Do- 
mefticks  :  With  thefe  I  prolong  the 
Days  of  my  Father,  who  has  this  only 
Succour  left  to  fubfifl:  upon  }  and  yet 
though  thefe  Remainders  are  wretched, 
I  buy  them  dearly  of  your  Cook,  to 
whom  on  this  Account  I  have  yielded 
up  my  Wages  above  a  Year.  The  Fa¬ 
ther  on  his  Side,  whofe  Tongue  was 
the  only  Part  at  liberty,  begged  for 
Mercy  ;  but  there  was  no  longer  any 
occadon  to  have  recourfe  to  their  Pray¬ 
ers  to  move  me  ♦,  what  I  faw  there  dif- 
armed  me  and  i-nfpired  me  with  Com¬ 
panion.  I  approached  the  old  Man, 
and  afked  him  why  he  did  not  demand 
a  Place  in  the  Hofpital,  rather  than  re¬ 
main  in  the  miferable  Condition  he  was 
in.  I  have  frequently  defigned  to  take 
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that  Refolution,  replied  he,  but  my 
Children  have  always  oppofed  it ;  they 
are  terrified  at  the  very  Name  of  the 
Place. 

I  • 

Whilft  I  fpoke  to  die  poor  old  Man, 
his  Son  made  his  Efcape,  and  his  Daugh¬ 
ter  concealed  herfelf.  Be  comforted, 
faid  I,  to  the  Father,  I  approve  of 
what  your  Son  has  done,  and  far  from 
turning  him  out  of  my  Family,  I  will 
double  his  Wages.  To  render  thefe 
Words  more  efficacious,  I  accompanied 
them  with  two  or  three  Pifroles,  and  all 
the  Silver  I  had  about  me.  I  intended 
at  my  Return  home  to  reafiure  Jafminy 
who  not  knowing  what  I  had  faid  to 
his  Father,  nor  what  Refolution  I  had 
taken,  was  in  great  Inquietude.  Un¬ 
happily  for  him  the  Valet  de  Chambre 
feeing  him  come  in,  and  imagining  he 
gave  him  good  Advice,  told  him  to 
make  his  Efcape  immediately  to  avoid 
falling  into  the  Hands  of  Juftice,  to 
which  perhaps  I  might  deliver  him  up  -9 
this  diftradled  the  Mind  of  the  Footman 
to  fuch  a  Degree  that  he  difappeared, 
and  has  never  lince  been  heard  of. 
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His  Flight  difturbed  his  Father,  who 
fent  his  Daughter  feveral  times  to  en¬ 
quire  in  my  Family  if  they  had  not  heard 
°t  JaJmin .  One  Day  having  addreffed 
herfelf  to  me  in  particular  to  afk  that 
Queftion,  though  i he  was  covered  with 
Rags  almoft,  hie  dazzled  me  with  her 
Beauty.  I  was  fo  excehively  ft  ruck  with 
it,  that  forgetting  the  generous  Motives 
which  till  then  had  determined  me  to 
do  them  Service,  I  propofed  Conditions 
to  this  unhappy  Innocent,  that  might 
deliver  her  and  the  Author  of  her  Birth 
from  Mifery  :  It  was  thus  that  I  made 
even  Aftions  of  Humanity  fubfervient 
to  my  Vices. 

This  virtuous  Maid  appeared  to  me 
very  far  from  ever  coming  into  my  De- 
figns.  As  to  the  Father,  I  found  him 
more  eafy  ;  either  that  he  was  touched 
by  my  engaging  Behaviour  to  them,  or 
that  the  Fear  of  falling  into  a  dreadful 
Indigence  did  not  permit  him  to  be  un- 
tradtable,  he  yielded  to  my  Entreaties  ; 
feut  we  both  of  us  found  it  no  fmall  Dif¬ 
ficulty  to  feduce  the  Daughter.  I  lay 
both  of  us,  for  he  was  obliged  to  make 
ufe  of  Statagems  to  perfwade  her.  He 
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aiTured  her,  that  I  had  given  him  my 
Word  of  Honour  that  I  would  marry 
her  publickly  as  foon  as  the  Thing  was 
poffible  ;  which  I  durft  not,  he  laid* 
do  then,  for  fear  of  difpleafing  an  Uncle, 
whofe  Heir  I  was  to  be.  Whilfl  he 
ipared  no  Pains  to  induce  her  to  confent 
to  her  Difhonour,  I  feconded  him  by 
the  Expences  bellowed  upon  them.  I 
hired  and  furnifhed  an  Apartment  for 
them,  and  gave  them  a  Servant.  At 
length,  by  the  continual  Sollicitations 
of  the  Father  and  myfelf,  the  Daugh¬ 
ter  yielded  to  our  Entreaties. 

What  had  determined  her  more  than 
all  the  reft  to  yield  to  my  Perfwafion, 
was,  that  judging  by  my  Procedure  to 
her  that  I  was  too  honeft  a  Man  to  de¬ 
ceive  her,  Ihe  imagined  that  my  At¬ 
tachment  for  her  would  never  finifh  but 
with  my  Life.  In  lefs  than  a  Fortnight 
flie  was  eafy  in  her  Situation,  and  the 
Father  fatislied  with  his  Fate,  no  longer 
remembered  he  had  been  miferable.  He 
did  not  long  enjoy  his  bafe  Profperity, 
he  fell  ill  and  died,  recommending  his 
Daughter  to  my  Care. 
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His  Death  delivered  me  from  a  heavy 
Burthen.  His  Daughter  gave  herfelf 
entirely  up  to  the  Love  fhe  had  con¬ 
ceived  for  me,  fully  fatisfied  with  the 
Efteem  and  Friendfhip  that  I  could  not 
refufe  to  the  real  Merit  I  remarked  in 
her.  She  feemed  pleafed  with  her  Con¬ 
dition,  though  after  the  Promifes  I  had 
made  her,  fhe  had  a  Right  to  hope  for 
a  higher  Situation.  Never  Life  was 
more  retired  than  her’s  •,  never  Woman 
appeared  lefs  to  love  the  World.  I 
could  not  perfwade  her  to  appear  at  the 
Plays,  or  in  any  publick  Places ;  fhe 
even  begg’d  me  not  to  vifit  her  but  in 
private.  Very  far  from  refembling  thofe 
who  never  have  Lovers  in  a  Situation 
of  being  expenfive  for  them,  without 
making  a  kind  of  Triumph  of  their  In¬ 
famy. 

Out  of  entire  Complaifance  to  me 
fne  condefcended  to  learn  Mufick  and 
Dancing  ;  but  die  employed  the  greateft 
Part  of  her  Time  in  reading.  Her  Con- 
duff,  her  valuable  Qualities,  ought  to 
have  rous’d  me  out  of  my  Debauchery, 
and  fixed  me  entirely.  She  had  alfo 
another  Virtue  that  charmed  me,  which 
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was  her  Difintereftednefs.  She  never 
defired  any  Thing  of  me.  But,  indeed, 

I  prevented  her  Neceffities  and  her  De¬ 
fires,  for  I  feldom  faw  her  without  making 
her  a  Prefent  ;  fometimes  I  brought  her 
a  Gold  Watch,  or  a  Snuff-box  •,  fome¬ 
times  a  Ring,  or  a  Necklace  ;  and  when 
I  happened  to  win  fifty  or  fixty  Piftoles 
at  Play,  I  obliged  her  to  fhare  them 
with  me.  5Tis  my  Play-Money,  faicl 
I  to  her,  if  you  don’t  take  them,  I 
fhall  lofe  them  To-morrow ;  and  I  had 
rather  you  had  them  than  another.  But 
generally  fhe  would  not  accept  of  any 
Thing  from  me,  unlefs  I  would  pro- 
mife  her  to  not  to  play  for  fuch  a 
Number  of  Days,  and  not  to  frequent 
the  wretched  Company  that  ruined  me. 

*  I  fhould  not  have  been  in  Canada  if 
I  would  have  believed  her,  and  a  fincere 
Friend  whom  I  fometimes  carried  to 
fup  with  her,  and  who,  on  his  Part, 
often  exhorted  me  to  change  my  Con¬ 
duit.  When  I  engaged  myfelf  in  loofe 
Parties  of  Pleafure,  and  was  two  or 
three  Days  without  feeing  her,  I  threw 
her  into  dreadful  Inquietudes  ;  and  if  I 
had  the  lead  Indifpofition,  fhe  melted 
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into  Tears,  as  if  het  Life  had  been  at¬ 
tached  to  mine. 

I  foon  gave  her  very  different  Alarms, 
when  one  Day  heated  by  Wine,  and 
alrnofl  under  the  Eyes  of  the  King, 
there  happened  to  me  a  Misfortune 
which  Shame  prevents  me  from  relating 
to  you.  Louis  the  XIVth  never  forgave 
a  Crime  occafioned  by  Drunkennels.  I 
was  obliged  to  difappear,  that  I  might 
not  finifh  my  Days  upon  a  Scaffold ; 
and  not  with  (landing  the  Credit  of  mv 
Uncle,  and  that  of  all  my  Friends,  I 
did  not  obtain  my  Pardon  but  with  the 
Lofs  of  my  Pod.  Befides  that,  I  was 
condemned  to  give  ten  thoufand  Livres 
to  the  Hotel  Dieu.  This  Affair  rous’d 
my  Creditors,  they  all  knew  each  other ; 
they  had  foon  made  a  Computation  of 
my  Effects,  and  the  firft  Refolution  that 
was  taken  in  the  Affembly,  was  not  to 
lend  me  any  more,  that  they  might  not 
augment  my  Debts.  Being  informed 
in  a  Fortnight  or  three  Weeks  after  this 
that  my  Uncle  was  to  be  married,  they 
judged,  by  this  precipitate  Refolution, 
that  he  abandoned  me.  They  declared 
themfelves  openly,  and  joined  with  the 

Ad- 
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Adminiftrators  of  the  Hotel  Dieu.  This 
was  what  my  Friend  writ  me  Word  of 
to  the  Place  of  my  Retreat.  He  added 
in  his  Letter,  that  he  had  been  to  wait 
upon  my  Uncle,  who  faid  to  him,  fhew- 
ing  him  his  Marriage  Articles,  You  fee 
this,  Monfieur,  this  is  a  Proof  that  I 
jfhall  no  longer  acknowledge,  as  my  Ne¬ 
phew,  a  Wretch,  whom  I  would  have 
arrefted  upon  the  Spot,  if  I  had  known 
where  he  was  •,  and  whom  I  would  wil¬ 
lingly  fuffer  to  perifh  in  a  Dungeon,  that 
he  might  expiate  the  Ignominy  with 
which  he  has  covered  the  Family. 

My  Friend  not  being  in  a  Situation 
to  procure  the  ten  thoufand  Francks  that 
were  neceffary  for  me,  could  not  pre¬ 
vent  my  Eflate  from  being  feized  upon 
and  fold  ;  and  exclufive  of  this,  I  flood 
in  need  of  four  and  twenty  thoufand 
Livres  to  fatisfy  my  Creditors.  At  leaft 
now  I  had  nothing  left ;  if  I  had  had 
nothing  to  fear,  I  fhould  perhaps  have 
fubdued  my  Pride  fo  far  as  to  feek  for 
a  Refource  in  Parisy  where  I  knew  fo 
many  People  who  called  themfelves  my 
Friends  but  I  fhould  have  made  that 
humbling  Step  in  vain,  lince  my  Friend 

fent 
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fent  me  Word  that  he  had  fcen  them 
all,  and  that  far  from  being  difpoled  to 
raile  me  out  of  the  Abyfs  into  which 
moil  of  them  had  helped  to  plunge  me, 
they  fcarce  feemed  to  remember  me. 
The  only  Perfon  who  interefls  herfelf  in 
your  hate,  added  he,  is  her  with  whom 
we  have  fometimes  fupp’d  together. 
She  comes  every  Day  to  enquire  after 
you.  She  preffes  me  ftrongly  to  sive 
her  your  Adrejfe  ;  which  I  have  not 
thought  proper  to  do,  left  fhe  fhould 
be  employed  by  your  Enemies.  All 
that  her  Tears,  true  or  falfe,  have  been 
able  to  obtain  of  me,  is  a  Promife  to 
convey  a  Billet  from  her  to  you. 

In  effedt,  he  fent  me  one,  and  told  me 
that  he  believed  her  .Love  was  fincere  ; 
but  that  it  was  not  now  a  Time  for  ten¬ 
der  Sighs,  and  that  I  fhould  be  embar- 
rafled  enough  with  myfelf,  without  bur- 
thening  myfelf  with  the  Care  of  a  faith¬ 
ful  Mitirefs.  I  was  of  his  Opinion,  and 
I  began  to  forget  her,  as  I  imagined  fhe 
could  no  longer  think  of  me  ;  and  yet 
the  more  I  read  her  Letter,  the  more 
fhe  appeared  worthy  of  my  Attention. 
I  remember  ftill  perfectly  well  the  Con¬ 
tents 
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tents  of  it : - “  I  can  no  longer  live 

“  without  feeing  you,  faid  fhe ;  if  you 
<c  don’t  permit  me  to  come  to  you,  I 
u  ftiall  go  immediately  in  fearch  of  you 
4C  to  all  the  Frontier  Towns.  It  is  not 
4C  fo  much  for  my  own  Satisfaction  that 
I  demand  this  Favour  of  you,  as  for 
“  your  own  Intereft.  The  Misfortunes 
“  which  feparate  us  from  each  other 
u  may  be  terminated.  If  I  can  but  fee 
“  you,  perhaps  I  may  be  of  Confola- 
“  tion  to  you.  We  fometimes  receive 
Aftiftance  from  thofe  where  we  leaft 
u  expeCt  it.  Reprefent  to  yourfelf  my 
“  Father  when  he  was  expiring,  and 
“  do  not  forget  that  you  protefted  to 
“  him,  that  you  would  never  abandon 
“  me.  I  have  loft  every  Thing  fince  I 
was  your’s.  I  have  nothing  dear*to 
me  in  the  World  but  you.  What  is 
“  it  to  mein  what  Condition  I  find  you 
“  again  !  It  was  you  and  not  your  For- 
tc  tune  that  I  loved.  Confider  that  I 
am  your’s,  as  fteadily,  as  if  all  Laws, 
44  divine  and  human,  had  laid  upon  me 
44  the  Neceftity  of  fharing  your  Fortune 
<c  and  your  Name.  Adieu,  I  ftiall  de- 
“  part,  when  you  pleafe,  to  rejoin  you 

“  where- 


1 1 8  The  Adventures  of 

“  wherever  you  command  me  to  re- 
“  pair.” 

Before  I  had  received  this  Letter,  the 
Uneafinefs  I  felt  in  my  Exile,  and  the 
Want  of  Money  which  began  to  come 
upon  me,  had  already  inlpired  me  with  a 
Defire  of  making  aT our  fecretly  to  Paris. 
I  could  no  longer  refill;  it  after  I  had  read 
this  Billet,  tho’  it  gave  me  no  pofitive 
Aflurances.  I  departed  privately  from 
the  Place  where  I  was,  and  by  Night 
came  to  the  Houfe  of  my  Friend,  who 
was  furprized  to  fee  me.  I  hazarded 
myfelf  indeed  greatly,  but  the  Unfortu¬ 
nate  have  little  Fears  of  Danger.  My 
Friend  immediately  fent  to  let  my  Mi- 
ftrefs  know  that  he  had  fomething  to 
deliver  to  her  ;  fhe  flew  thither  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  finding  me,  inllead  of  a  Let¬ 
ter  which  Ihe  had  hoped  for,  the  Excefs 
of  her  Joy  had  almoft  proved  fatal  to 
her.  She  did  not  wafte  Time  in  tefti- 
fying  the  Pleafure  that  my  Prefence  gave 
her,  fhe  only  informed  herfelf  of  my 
Health,  and  then  defired  me  and  my 
Friend  to  follow  her  home,  laying,  that 

lhe 
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die  hoped  we  fhould  not  be  forry  for 
being  at  that  Trouble. 

When  we  were  entered  into  a  little 
Chamber,  where  Are  inhabited,  for  fhe 
had  let  out  her  Apartment,  to  fave  all  fhe 
could,  Ihe  fhewed  us  a  ftrong  Box, 
which  fhe  opened,  and  in  which  there 
was  a  large  Quantity  of  Gold,  with  all 
the  Toys  that  1  had  given  her.  Mon- 
fieur,  faid  Ihe,  addreffing  herfelf  to  me, 
all  this  belongs  to  you ;  give  me  Leave 
to  reftore  it  to  you.  Penetrated  with  this 
Aftion,  I  looked  entirely  fpeechlefs,  not 
upon  the  Treafure,  but  the  generous 
Woman  that  offered  it  to  me.  Then 
throwing  herfelf  into  my  Arms,  You 
would  have  been  much  richer,  cried  fhe, 
if  I  had  been  as  ready  to  receive  as  you 
was  to  give.  How  I  reproach  myfelf 
now  for  my  miftaken  Delicacy  !  Why 
was  not  I  more  rapacious !  I  fhould  have 
had  in  my  Hands  a  considerable  Part' 
of  the  Riches  that  have  been  forced 
from  you. 

God  forbid,  replied  I,  that  I  fhould 
accept  what  you  offer  me  with  fo  much 
Franknefs!  No,  my  dear  Child,  you 

delerve 
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deferve  them  more  than  I,  and  I  would 
give  my  Life  to  prelerve  them  for  you. 
And  I  mine,  replied  fhe,  to  be  able 
once  .more  to  re-eftablifh  you  in  the 
Situation  that  I  have  feen  you.  — 
What  a  Scene  !  then  cried  my  Friend. 
Happy  are  they  that  feel  a  Change  of 
Fortune  thus  rewarded  !  Thou  haft  loft 
nothing,  added  he,  turning  to  me,  fince 
thou  pofiefleft  the  Heart  of  fo  uncom¬ 
mon  a  Woman. 

After  a  long  Debate  of  Tendernefs 
and  Generofity  between  us,  What  do 
you  refolve  upon  doing  ?  faid  my  Friend 
to  us  at  length.  Youmuft,  replied  Ihe, 
with  this  Sum  endeavour  to  appeafe  his 
Creditors,  or  elfe-  let  him  take  it,  and 
retire  into  a  Place  of  Safety.  I  fhall  die 
if  he  leaves  me,  but  I  dare  not  intreat 
him  to  take  me  with  him,  it  would  be 
too  great  an  Inconvenience  to  him .  Can 
you  think  thus,  faid  I  to  her?  No,  no¬ 
thing  but  Death  can  ever  part  us  now, 
fince  your  Tendernefs  is  Proof  againft 
my  Misfortunes, 

My  Friend  interrupted  us  once  more, 
to  tell  us,  that  he  was  of  Opinion  that  I 

fhould 
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fhould  remain  there  concealed  whilft  he 
treated  with  my  Creditors,  and  made 
them  Offers,  which  I  agreed  to.  He 
faw  them  every  one  in  particular,  and 
had  foon  difpofed  them  to  an  Accom¬ 
modation.  ’Tis  eafy  to  enter  into  an 
Agreement  with  thofe  who  think  they 
have  loft  all.  I  was  upon  the  Brink  of 
finding  myfelf  at  Liberty,  when  a  new 
Misfortune  deprived  us  of  this  laft  Hope. 
A  Footman  of  my  Friend’s,  guefling 
that  there  were  Things  of  Value  in  the 
ftrong  Box,  laid  his  Scheme  fo  well, 
that  he  got  the  Key  of  his  Mafter’s 
Clofet  in  the  Night,  and  carried  off  the 
Box. 

What  a  Stroke  of  Thunder  to  my 
Friend,  when  he  perceived  it  the  next 
Day  !  He  flew  immediately  to  the  Mi- 
nifters  ot  Juftice,  all  the  Archers  were 
lent  abroad,  and  feveral  Spies  in  the 
City,  after  the  Traces  of  the  Villain,  who 
was  taieen  in  a  F ortnight,  and  hanged  at 
his  Mafter’s  Door,  after  having  confef- 
fed  the  Fa6l.  This  was  all  the  Confo- 
lation  that  we  received,  for  the  ftrong 
Box  remained  in  the  Hands  of  Juftice, 
with  all  that  it  contained. 
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It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  at  our  Defpair, 
and  particularly  that  of  my  Friend ;  we 
were  ourfelves  obliged  to  give  him  Con- 
folation.  The  amiable  Woman,  whofe 
Lofs  it  was  moft  properly,  feemed  to  be 
the  leaft  afflicted  with  it,  and  exhorted 
me  to  be  patient.  You  fee,  faid  I  to 
her  one  Day,  what  mult  be  the  Reward 
of  your  Tendernefs,  why  will  not  you 
abandon  me  to  my  evil  Deftiny  ?  You 
had  wherewith  to  fubfift,  you  ought  to 
have  forgot  me.  I  ought  to  have  affift- 
ed  you,  replied  fhe,  but  I  can  now  only 
do  it  with  my  Care.  Let  us  depart 
with  the  little  v/e  have  left.  Let  us 
quit  a  Country  where  your  Liberty  is  in 
Danger.  You  make  no  Anfwer,  pur- 
fued  Hie,  remarking  that  I  was  loft  in 
Thought.  You  are  abfent,  I  fee  plain¬ 
ly  that  you  wifh  to  leave  me ;  but  you 
fhall  not  fucceed  in  it,  for  I  will  follow 
wherever  you  go.  I  fhall  be  a  Shadow 
attached  to  your  Steps.  You  have  made 
me  happy  as  long  as  you  was  fo  yourfelf, 
it  is  juft  that  I  (hould  now  (hare  in  your 
Afflictions. 

You  fhall  lhare  them  ft  ill  if  you  dare, 
faid  I  to  her,  when  you  know  to  what 

Dangers 
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Dangers  you  muft  expofe  yourfeJf  to 
follow  me  i  I  quit  not  only  France ,  but 
even  Europe.  An  antient  Friend  of  my 
Father’s  has  been  with  me  in  private ; 
he  has  advifed  me  to  go  over  into  Ame- 
rica ,  and  has  given  me  a  Letter  of  Re¬ 
commendation  to  have  an  Employment 
there.  Is  this  a  Voyage  that  you  can 
undertake  ?  Is  that  a  Climate  fuitable  to 
you  ?  Befides,  why  fhould  I  banifh  you 
from  your  Country,  to  expofe  you  to  a 
thoufand  Dangers  incident  to  fo  long  a 
Voyage?  I  know  no  Danger  but  that 
of  lofing  you,  cried  fhe,  and  once  more 
I  am  refolved  to  follow  you  wherever 
you  go.  It  fhall  be  then  as  a  Wife,  re¬ 
plied  I,  moved  at  her  Conftancy ;  that 
Title  alone  can  determine  me  to  conti¬ 
nue  to  affociate  you  to  my  Fortune. 
This  faithful  Lover,  who  looked  upon 
it  as  the  greateft  Bleffing  that  could  hap¬ 
pen  to  her,  did  not  oppofe  it.  I  mar¬ 
ried  her  then,  and  we  departed  for  this 
Country  under  the  Names  we  now  bear. 

Oh  Heavens !  cried  I,  when  he  had 
ceafed  to  fpeak.  What,  was  it  the  Hiftory 
of  Madame  de  la  IFaye  that  I  have  heard 
in  Jiftening  to  your’s !  Yes,  replied  he, 
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*tis  her’s  that  I  have  now  related  to  you. 
I  have  defcribed  her  Conduit  to  this 
Day ;  and  you  muft  have  remarked 
with  what  Affiduity  (he  endeavours  to 
do  every  Thing  that  can  give  me  Plea- 
lure.  She  does  all  that  is  poflible  to 
ditfipate  my  Chagrin,  for  the  is  not  na¬ 
turally  fo  gay  as  fhe  appears  to  you  when 
fhe  is  with  me.  I  am  penetrated  with 
her  Complaifance ;  I  proteft  to  you, 
that  if  I  with  a  happier  Deftiny,  it  is 
folely  that  I  may  reward  her  Good- 
nefs. 

Who  would  believe,  that,  after  having 
heard  this  Relation,  I  fbould  not  have 
refpefted  the  Virtue  of  fuch  a  Woman! 
I  had  a  hundred  Times  more  Efteem  for 
her,  but  unhappily  my  Love  increafed 
with  my  Efteem.  I  immediately  yield¬ 
ed  up  to  this  happy  Pair  the  Habitation 
which  was  fo  agreeable  to  them,  and 
fhortly  procured  them  the  Ratification 
of  it  from  Quebec.  Why  had  not  I 
flopped  there?  The  Pleafure  of  doing 
them  Service,  and  of  being  tenderly 
beloved  by  them  both,  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  a  Heart  more  virtuous  than 
mine.  What  a  ftrange  Fatality!  I  could 

not 
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not  be  fatisfied  without  being  criminal. 
I  thought  of  nothing  now  but  Madame 
de  la  Haye ,  and  lived  only  lor  her.  I 
could  have  wifhed  fhe  would  love  me 
more  than  fhe  did  her  Hufband.  I 
fometimes  flattered  myfelf  with  that 
Hope,  as  if  it  had  been  poflible  that 
fhe  fhould  ceafe  to  be  faithful  to  him, 
after  all  thofe  Marks  of  Tendernefs  fhe 
had  given  him. 

I  was  continually  with  this  Lady  •,  and 
her  Hufband,  far  from  being  difpleafed 
with  it,  thanked  me  very  fmcerely  lor 
my  Complaifance  in  keeping  her  Com¬ 
pany.  When  I  found  myfelf  alone  with 
her,  I  fell  into  the  mod  vifible  Tran- 
fports,  in  which  I  made  Exclamations 
upon  the  Felicity  of  her  Hufband,  and 
with  all  this  I  gave  myfelf  up  to  a 
dreadful  Melancholly  that  confumed  me. 
Maaemoifelle  de  la  II aye  at  length  Dcne- 
trated  my  Sentiments,  and  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  tnem  aniidiecl  her.  I  perceiv¬ 
ed  it,  by  the  Care  fhe  took  to  fly  me, 
whenever  Chance  occafioned  our  being 
alone  together. 
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In  one  of  thefe  Moments,  feigning 
to  be  indifpofed,  fhe  made  fome  Steps 
to  retire,  btit  I  prevented  her :  No, 
Madame,  faid  I  to  her,  you  have  no 
other  Indifpofition  but  that  which  my 
Prefence  gives  you.  Stay,  ’tis  I  only 
that  ought  to  go.  After  this,  looking 
tenderly  upon  her,  You  have  difcover- 
ed  then,  continued  I,  this  unhappy  Love 
which  will  loon  caufe  my  Death,  fince 
it  difplcafes  you.  Yes,  I  have  remark¬ 
ed  it,  replied  fhe,  and  I  muft  alfo  have 
given  you  Reafon  to  think  that  I  was 
not  ignorant  of  it,  by  the  Change  of  my 
Behaviour  to  you.  We  began  to  tafte 
the  Pleafures  of  Repofein  this  agreeable 
Solitude,  why  will  you  diilurb  a  Tran¬ 
quility,  which  we  in  Part  owe  to  your 
Favour  ?  You  ought  rather  to  prelerve 
your  own  Work  j  your  Friendfhip  elle 
was  only  a  Snare,  into  which  I  fell  by 
paying  it  with  mine. 

Ah!  Madame,  faid  I  to  her,  can 
Friendfhip  ever  repay  a  Love. fo  ardent 
as  this,  that  you  receive  the  Confcfion 
of  fo  cruelly?  Yet  this  Love,  fo  violent 
as  it  is,  has  long  evaded  your  Penetra¬ 
tion  *,  and  the  Efforts  that  i  have  ufed 

to 
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to  conceal  it  till  now,  proves  that  it  is 
Ids  ra  il  than  innocent.  What  do  you 
dare  to  lay,  interrupted  fhe  ?  can  you 
call  your  Pafiion  innocent  ?  my  Friend- 
fhip  iiifeif  will  foon  ceafe  to  be  fo,  it 
you  don’t  change  your  Language,  and 
{tide  a  Paihon  which  makes  me  alrea¬ 
dy  feel  all  the  Hcrrors  of  an  Exile  that 
your  Generoiity  made  us  think  fupport- 
able.  Take  again  your  Benefits,  re¬ 
main  here  alone,  and  reftore  me  the 
Right  of  looking  upon  you  with  Indif¬ 
ference.  I  have  not  yet  forgot  how  to 
live  in  the  moil  obfcure  Retreat,  and 
our  Residence  in  the  Fort  will  not  be 
more  fo  than  I  defire. 

If  you  deprive  me  of  your  Pre fence, 
cried  I,  command  my  Fate  then.  What 
will  become  of  me?  The  lead  Abfence, 
faid  fhe,  will  cure  you.  Seek  not  after 
me  when  I  avoid  you  •,  or  rather  quit 
the  Place.  Leave  us  for  fome  Time, 
but  let  me  beg  you  would  not  let  Mon- 
fieur  de  la  Haye  perceive  the  Motive  of 
your  Abfence  ;  fpare  him  the  Defpair 
that  the  Knowledge  of  this  would  give 
him.  At  length,  overcome  by  her  Rea- 

G  4  Tons, 
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<ons,  and  moved  by  her  Tears,  I  pro- 
mifed.that  I  would  depart  from  her,  and 
<  '  :_n  fo.get  her,  if  that  was  pofiible  for 
me  lO  uo.  She  appeared  fatisfied  with 
tms  Promife,  and  on  my  Side,  to  con- 
iincejier  tnat  I  knew  no  other  Law  but 

*’-■  v'iu,  I  difpofed  myielf  to  bid  her 
a  long  Farewell. 

f  I  was  upon  my  Knees  before  her,  and 
hejd  one  of  her  Hands,  which  I  moift- 
cn’d  with  my  Tears,  when,  unhappily 
‘Or  tis,  Monfieur  dc  In  Jdlciye  entered 
aoruptly  into  the  Room  where  this  Scene 
pafled,  and  furprizing  me  in  that  Atti¬ 
tude,  he  confulted  only  his  Fury,  and 
flew  upon  me  with  his  Sword  drawn, 
with  fo  much  Precipitation,  that  I  had 
fcarce  Time  to  put  myfelf  in  a  Failure 
of  Defence.  However,  I  was  Icon  up¬ 
on  my  Guard,  and  1  may  fay,  that  if  I 
had  not  fpared  him,  I  fhould  have  had 
an  eafy  Conqueft  over  him  ;  but  I  only 
parried  his  Thru  its,  which  he  made  at 
me  with  more  Vivacity  than  Skill. 

Vfhat  was  mod  unhappy  in  the  Com¬ 
bat  was,  that  Madame  da  la  Haye ,  throw¬ 
ing 
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ijig  herfelf  inconfiderately  between  us, 
got  a  flight  Wound,  and  was  the  Occa- 
fion  of  my  receiving  a  dangerous  one. 
Then  the  Hufband  becoming  lefs  furi¬ 
ous,  was  willing  to  liften  to  her.  She 
informed  him,  that  being  as  faithful  a 
Friend  as  fhe  was  a  faithful  Wife,  I  was 
banifhing  myfelf  from  their  Retreat,  and 
that  it  was  in  taking  Leave  of  her  that 
I  had  thrown  myfelf  at  her  Knees. 
Upon  this  Relation  the  Hufband,  paf- 
fing  from  Anger  to  Companion,  felt  a 
mortal  Regret  at  having  wounded  me. 
He  fent  immediately  for  the  Surgeon, 
who  never  left  me  till  1  was  entirely  out 
of  Danger,  and  in  a  Condition  to  go 
out.  He  even  accompanied  me  to  my 
own  Habitation,  whither  I  retired. 

My  Health  was  fooner  re-eftablifhed 
than  the  Tranquility  of  my  Heart;  for  I 
learnt,  during  the  Time  of  my  Reco¬ 
very,  that  the  Wound  which  Madame 
de  la  Haye  had  received  in  her  Side,  and 
which  fhe  had  neglefted,  not  thinking- 
it  of  any  Confequence,  was  become 
very  dangerous,  and  foon  after  I  was  in¬ 
formed  of  the  Death  of  that  Lady.  I 

G  5  thought 
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thought  I  fhould  have  loft  my  Reafon 
at  this  News.  J  did  a  thoufand  Extra- 
vacancies ;  I  called  myfelf  her  Affaffin, 
and  would  have  taken  away  my  own 
laic,  and  fhould  inevitably  have  done 
it  they  had  left  me  alone,  or  had 
not  taken  Care  to  preferve  me  from  my- 
ielf.  1 

1  lie  moft  violent  Sorrows  are  not  of 
fii..  longed  Continuance  ;  Time  mode¬ 
rated  mine,  and  I  thought  only  of  quit- 
a  Country  which  could  no  longer 
be  agreeable  to  me.  I  found  an  Occa- 
hon  to  do  this  :  Monfieur  de  la  Potterie , 
Comptroller  of  the  Marine,  charsred  with 
the  Infpeftion  of  the  Fortifications  of 
New-France,  came  at  that  Time  to 
view  my  little  Fort  in  his  Rounds.  I 
defired  him  to  put  fome  other  Perfon 
in  the  Poll  that  I  occupied,  whilft  I  went 
to  .Quebec  to  demand  a  Permiffion  to 
retire.  He  did  fo  very  obligingly.  Im¬ 
mediately  I  fold  all  that  I  poffefied  in 
the  Country,  and  repaired  to  Quebec,  to 
ieize  upon  the  firft  Opportunity  that  of¬ 
fered  to  return  into  France.  The  Reco- 
let ,  my  Patron,  did  all  that  was  poffible 

to 
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to  detain  me,  but  he  only  could  per- 
fwade  me  to  ftay  the  Time  that  was  re- 
quifite  for  felling  a  large  Quantity  of 
Skins,  which  I  had  remaining  in  that 
Place. 


The  End  of  the  Fourth  Book. 
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Bhe  Continuation  or  the  PTiff  ory 
of  the  Count  de  Monneville. 


BOOK  V. 

Monneville  returns  into  France.  He 
goes,  to  Paris,  where  he  falls  into  an 
Intimacy  with  fevered  young  Debau- 
coees ,  among  ft  whom ,  by  Accident ,  he 
mee/s  with  the  Chevalier ,  Brother  to 
Mademoifelle  du  Cl  os.  He  makes  an 
Acquaintance  with  that  young  Many 

and 
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and  gives  him  News  of  his  Sifter. 
They  become  the  heft  Friends  in  the 
World.  Monneville  leaves  him  to 
take  a  Journey  to  Mefnil,  where  he 
was  brought  up  in  his  Infancy ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  fee  his  Nurfe ,  and  endeavour  to 
draw  from  her  fome  Light  concerning 
her  Birth.  He  buys  the  Eftate  of 
the  Count  de  Monneville,  his  Father . 
He  goes  to  the  Caftle  of  Mefnil,  where 
he  fees  the  Baronnefs  and  Lucilia,  and 
after  feveral  Converfations  with  thefe 
Ladies ,  there  is  a  mutual  Difcovery 
made.  T 'be  Baronnefs  informs  him  that 
he  is  her  Son.  He  marries  Lucilia. 
Fhe  Chevalier  comes  to  his  Nuptials , 
which  are  no  fooner  celebrated ,  than 
thofe  two  Gentlemen  prepare  for  their 
Departure  to  Canada,  in  order  to  find 
cut  Mademoifelle  du  Clos.  They  ar¬ 
rive  at  Quebec,  and  go  to  Montreal ; 
where ,  after  a  thou f and  Enquiries  and 
Refearches ,  they  learn  that  the  Sak- 
game  of  the  Hurons  has  loft  her  Life , 
to  the  great  Regret  of  thofe  faithful 
Savages.  Jt  length ,  Monneville  and 
his  Friend  having  re-embarked  to  re¬ 
turn  into  France,  are  attacked  and 
taken  by  the  Englifh,  who  carry  them 

to 
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to  Bofton,  in  New-England.  There 
they  are  fold  as  Slaves  to  a  Captain , 
who  buys  them  to  fell  again  •  but 
Beauchene  and  his  Companions  meet 
the  Vejfel  of  that  Officer ,  make  them - 
f elves  Mafters  of  it ,  and  by  that  Mon- 
neville  and  the  Chevalier  are  delivered 
from  Slavery . 

T  my  Departure  from  Que¬ 
bec^  I  found  myfelf  worth 
above  a  hundred  thoufand 
Livres ,  which  contributed 
much  to  my  Confolation  ; 
efpecially  when  I  faw  myfelf  at  Parisy 
in  a  Condition  to  make  a  Figure  fuitable 
to  my  little  Ambition.  I  owed  this 
Fortune,  indeed,  in  ftridtnefs  to  the 
Maltotier  ;  but  as  he  had  no  View  of 
procuring  it  for  me  when  he  banifhed 
me  fo  far,  I  fought  him  out  immedi¬ 
ately,  that  I  might  revenge  my  ancient 
Quarrel  ;  but  the  King  of  his  Good- 
nefs  had  prevented  me.  I  learn ’d  that 
my  Enemy  had  been  in  Prifon  for  feve- 
ral  Years  *,  without  having  any  Plopes 
of  leaving  it. 


*  *699- 
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My  Defign  was  after  this  to  go  and 
fearch  out  my  Nurfe,  and  fee  what  was 
become  of  my  dear  Lu cilia  ;  but  as  I 
imagined  her  either  dead  or  married* 
which  to  me  was  much  the  fame  Thing, 
I  was  in  no  great  Hafte  to  make  my 
Journey.  Befides,  I  was  detained  at 
Paris  by  Amufements,  which  during 
the  Courfe  of  the  Winter  made  me  run 
through  a  Part  of  the  Produce  of  my 
Furs.  ’Tis  true,  I  lived  with  Sons  of 
Mirth,  who  fpent  ftill  more  liberally 
than  mylelf ;  when  it  coft  me  the  Skin 
of  a  Caftor,  their  Share  was  an  Acre  of 
a  Vineyard  or  a  Meadow.  Our  Society, 
which  gave  us  a  great  Reputation  in  the 
World,  fometimes  joined  itfelf  to  ano¬ 
ther  which  was  not  lefs  famous,  and 
which  was  called  the  *  Coterie  Roy  ale , 
becaufe  it  was  formed  near  the  Place 
which  bears  that  Name.  Woe  to  the 
Taverns  where  we  affembled  !  we  paid 
generouily  for  the  Expences  of  our  Ta¬ 
ble,  but  we  made  a  dreadful  Deftrudion 
among  their  Moveables. 

The 

*  What  the  French  call  Coterie ,  is  in  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  a  Club. 
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The  two  Coteries  were  joined  one 
Day  at  a  celebrated  Houfe.  It  was  the 
Roy  ale  that  was  to  bear  the  Expe-nce. 
Ehey  complimented  extremely  a  young 
Man  who  was  in  Mourning,  and  who 
was  at  the  Table  almoft  oppofite  to  me. 
1  hey  endeavoured  to  perfwade  him, 
that  he  was  in  Confcience  obliged  to 
give  a  Treat  at  his  own  Expence  to  the 
whole  Company,  by  w^ay  of  Thanks¬ 
giving  for  the  unparalleled  BlefTing  that 
had  juft  happened  to  him.  This  Ani¬ 
mal  here,  faid  one  of  them,  is  not  he  a 
lucky  Wretch?  He  had  but  one  Brother, 
who  was  his  eldeft,  and  Heaven  has  de¬ 
livered  him  from  him  about  five  Months 
Since  ;  and  his  Father,  who  might  have 
lived  theSe  thirty  Years,  drank  himfelf 
to  death  laft  Week.  Gentlemen,  faid 
another,  when  a  Father  is  fo  gracious  as 
to  do  fo,  1  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the 
moft  meritorious  A&icns  of  his  Life. 
Mine  puts  it  off  as  long  as  ever  he  can, 
I  am  afraid  the  Mode  of  W eepers  will 
be  over,  before  I  Shall  wear  them  >  and 
yet  they  are  a  very  becoming  Ornament. 
Obferve,  Gentlemen,  how  graceful  they 
make  a  young  Man  look.  What  ft y eft 
thou  to  them,  Chevalier  ?  Chevalier 

yourfelf 
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yourfelf,  replied  he  abruptly  who  was 
in  Mourning.  I  hate  the  Name.  I 
have  borne  it  but  too  long  already.  The 
good  Man,  Heaven  reft  his  Soul,  would 
never  have  called  me  otherwile,  it  my 
Brother  had  not  been  fo  good  as  to  go 
to  the  Devil. 

Thou  art  thoroughly  comforted  for 
this  double  Lofs,  I  fuppofe,  laid  ano¬ 
ther.  Canft  thou  make  a  Doubt  of  it,  re¬ 
plied  the  Chevalier  ?  I  Ihould  be  a  great 
Fool  to  affiidt  myfelf  for  the  Death  of 
my  two  greateft  Enemies.  No,  no. 
Gentlemen,  my  Sorrow  is  all  upon  my 
Sleeves.  I  am  willing,  however,  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  Service  they  have  done 
me,  by  making  a  folemn  one  for  them, 
where  we  will  drink  their  Healths  in 
full  Glaftes,  and  give  a  Loofe  to  our 
Sorrows,  till  we  fall  fenfelefs  under  the 
Table.  This  we  are  at,  faid  another,  is 
very  proper  to  ferve  us  for  a Maufoleum. 

If  you  approve  of  it,  I  will  pronounce 
the  Funeral  Oration.  Nothing  fhall  be 
forgot.  I  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  both  the  Heroes.  I  know  all  the 
Scandal  that  can  be  faid  of  them  ;  and  v 
if  thou  wilt,  I’ll  join  to  this  the  Elogium 

'  of 
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of  thy  Mother,  who  has  all  the  Air  of 
not  going  much  further  in  her  Courfe. 

.At  Jeaft,  returned  the  Chevalier,  it 
will  not  he  the  Sorrow  of  having  loft 
her  Hufband  that  will  fuffocate  her.  She 
was  not  leis  tired  of  him  than  I  was  of 
the  whoie  family.  As  affectionate  a 
Con  fort  as  Artemijia ,  flie  had  longwilli’d 
to  have  the  Allies  of  her  Hulband  in 
an  Urn,  though  fine  had  been  obliged 
to  fwallow  them.  This  Day  Week  then. 
Gentlemen,  purftied  he,  in  eight  Days 
we  lha!l  celebrate  here  the  Sendee  of 
my  aeceafed  Relations :  But  remember 
this,  that  none  fhall  enter  without  Weep¬ 
ers.  Let  every  one  like  wife  make  a 
Provifion  of  Handkerchiefs,  for  I  ad- 
vertife  you,  that  the  Ceremony  will  be 
very  deplorable. 

I  laughed  with  the  reft  at  this  fool- 
idi  Scene,  when  he  who  fat  next  to  me 
thought  proper  to  relate  to  me  all  the 
1 11  #  i  reatment  that  the  Chevalier  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  Family.  This  young 
Man,  laid  he,  if  his  eldeft  Brother  had 
not  died,  would  perhaps  have  had  the 
lame  Fate  as  his  Sifter,  who  difappeared 
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fuddenly,  and  who  they  fay  is  dead, 
though  perhaps  fhe  may  be  far  from  it. 
At  thefe  laft  Words  I  looked  upon  the 
Chevalier  with  Attention,  and  the  more 
I  confidered  him,  the  more  I  found  he 
refembled  Mademoifelle  du  Clos .  I  af¬ 
terwards  made  fome  Queftions  to  my 
Neighbour,  and  his  Anlwers  turned  my 
Doubts  into  Certitude.  This  Chevalier, 
faid  I  within  mylelf,  is  certainly  the 
Brother  of  the  Sakgame .  Before  we 
parted  I  approached  him,  and  defired 
him  to  grant  me  an  Hour’s  Converfa- 
tion  the  next  Morning  at  his  Houfe.  I 
would  prevent  your  Vifit,  faid  he  to  me; 
but  I  rather  chufe  to  wait  for  you  at 
home,  becaufe  I  am  to  give  a  Breakfaft 
to  fome  of  my  Friends,  and  you  lliali 
be  one  of  the  Party. 

I  went  to  him  the  next  Day  about 
Ten  in  the  Morning;  he  was  then  in 
Bed,  and  there  was  at  his  Bed’s-head  an 
old  Lady,  who  immediately  quitted  her 
Place  to  me,  and  withdrew.  This  is 
fhe,  faid  he  in  a  kind  of  Whifper,  this 
is  that  tender  Mother  that  was  fpoke  of 
Yefterday  fo  advantageoufly  before  you  ; 
flic  never  fails  to  come  every  Morning 

and 
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anci  inform  herfdf  of  the  State  of  my 

J  ^’ne  would  not  behave  fo  com- 

pianantly  to  me,  if  my  eldeft  Brother 
was  ftill  alive.  Before  his  Death,  this 
,  re>  this  Attention  was  only  for  him  • 
her  Tendernc-fs  i or  me,  as  you  fee  is 
of  no  very  ancient  Date. 

Have  you  always,  faid  I,  been  the 
iole  Ob] eft  of  her  Indifference  ?  Would 
to  God  it  had  been  fo,  replied  he,  I 
mould  not  then  have  loll  a  Siller,  whom 
I  have  long  lamented  ;  and  ftill  lament 
every  time  that  I  recall  her  to  my  Re¬ 
membrance.  But  added  he,  ftp-hint? 
let  us  change  tlie  Dilcourfe  ;  you  came 
to^  breakfaft  here,  ano.  not  to  be  fatinued 
wiui  the  tedious  llecital  of  my  Cha- 
gi  ins,  and  the  Affairs  of  my  Family. 
And  yet,  Monfieur,  refumed  I,  I  only 
defined  1  efterday  this  Converfation  I 
now  have  with  you,  that  I  might  ipeak 
to  you  of  this  Sifter,  whofe  Lofs  is  fo 
fenfible  to  you.  I  beg  you  would  tell 
hie  in  wnat  Manner  you  were  leparated. 
Monfieur,  replied  he,  without  inform¬ 
ing  myfelf  what  Interell  you  may  have 
in  it,  I  am  willing  to  fatisfy  your  Curio- 
fity  upon  that  Head. 


Equally 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene.  1 4 1 

Equally  hated  by  our  Parents,  my 
Sifter  and  myfelf,  continued  he,  we  were 
banifhed  from  the  Paternal  Houle  *,  I 
was  Unit  up  in  a  College  of  Monks, 
from  whence  I  was  not  delivered  till 
after  the  Death  of  my  Brother  and  my 
Sifter  was  fent  to  I  know  not  what  Con¬ 
vent,  where  fhe  never  arrived,  fince  fhe 
was  unfortunately  killed  by  the  Way, 
together  with  an  old  Domeftick  who 
conduced  her.  Is  this  Fa£t  certainly 
true,  interrupted  I  ?  It  is  but  too  much, 
returned  the  Chevalier.  I  remember  to 
have  heard  my  Father  fay,  that  he  had 
indubitable  Proofs  of  the  Aftaffination 
of  her  Condu&or.  I  believe,  replied  I, 
the  Death  of  that  Man  very  certain  ; 
but,  perhaps,  there  may  be  Reafons  for 
you  to  doubt  of  that  of  your  Sifter. 
No,  no,  refumed  he,  I  cannot  flatter 
myfelf  that  fhe  is  ftill  living.  If  fhe 
was,  would  fhe  have  kept  fo  long  a  Si¬ 
lence?  Befides,  it  is  moil  likely  fhe  met 
with  the  fame  Treatment  as  her  Guide. 
And  this  Guide,  faid  I  to  him,  was  not 
he  called  du  Clos  ?  Was  not  he  your 
Governor  ?  And  in  fine,  were  not  you 
and  your  Sifter  banifhed  from  your  Fa¬ 
mily 
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mily  for  two  Dogs,  whom  you  deligned 
to  poifon  ? 

Oh  !  Heavens !  cried  the  Chevalier, 
there  is  none  in  the  World  but  my  Sifter 
who  knows  that  Circumftance,  and  you 
can  have  learn’d  it  from  her  only.  In 
the  Name  of  God,  added  he  all  in 
Emotion,  what  is  become  of  this  dear 
unhappy  Sifter  ?  Where  is  Jhe,  Mon- 
fieur  ?  Shall  I  fee  her  once  more  ?  Yes, 
replied  I,  you  may  fee  her  again  ;  but 
it  is  not  a  Thing  to  be  done  lo  eafily, 
nor  fo  haftily.  Upon  this,  I  related  to 
him  the  Misfortunes  of  Margaret  dti 
Clos,  and  the  Hiftory  of  the  new  Sak- 
game  of  the  Hurons.  The  Alternatives 
of  Fortune  of  this  beloved  Sifter,  drew 
Tears  from  this  young  Man,  fometimes 
of  J  oy,  and  fometimes  of  Sorrow.  He 
trembled  at  the  very  Idea  of  the  Mife- 
ries,  to  which  fhe  muft  have  been  ex- 
pofed  without  my  Afiiftance.  The  kind 
of  Sovereignty,  in  which  I  afterwajds 
reprefented  her,  gave  him  Confolation 
immediately.  In  fine,  I  kept  this  young 
Man,  during  two  Hours,  in  a  continual 
Succeffion  of  Joy  and  Sorrow,  Pleafure 
and  Pain. 

When 
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When  I  had  finished  the  giving  him 
an  Account  of  the  Situation  in  which  I 
had  left  his  Sifter,  he  gave  a  Loofe  to 
the  molt  grateful  Expreffions  ;  he  made 
a  thoufand  Proteftations  of  Friendfhip ; 
he  exafted  from  me,  that  I  fhould  pro- 
mife  to  take  an  Apartment  with  him, 
conjuring  me  to  difpofe  of  his  Fortune 
as  of  my  own ;  and,  in  a  word,  to  af- 
fure  him  that  we  fhould  never  part.  In 
the  Impetuofity  of  his  Tendernefs  for 
his  Sifter,  he  would  have  had  us  fet  out 
immediately  to  go  to  her,  as  if  it  had 
been  only  to  take  Poft  for  a  little  Jour¬ 
ney  in  France .  But  I  told  him,  that 
it  would  be  fufficient  at  firft  to  give  the 
Sakgame  Advice  of  the  Situation  in 
which  her  Brother’s  Affairs  were,  and 
to  invite  her  to  come  to  Paris ,  and  Jhare 
with  him  in  his  Profperity. 

We  had  then  to  Jet  the  Sakgame  know 
the  Intentions  of  the  Chevalier,  which 
was  not  fo  eafy  to  be  perform’d  ;  never- 
thelefs,  for  fear  of  giving  him  Uneafi- 
nefs,  I  did  not  make  him  fenfible  of  all 
the  Difficulties  of  it.  We  writ  feveral 
Letters  at  the  fame  Time,  in  hopes  that 
they  might  not  all  prove  fruitlefs.  I 

ad- 
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addrelfed  one  of  the  Convent  of  the 
Father  Recolets  at  Quebec ,  another  to  a 
Merchant  of  JVLontreal^  who  traded  with 
the  Hurons ,  and  a  third  to  the  Intendant 
of  Canada ,  to  whom  the  young  Man 
had  it  recommended  by  Monlieur  de 
Barjieux ,  who  had  an  Affedtion  for  him. 
Whilft  we  waited  for  an  Anfwer,  he  al¬ 
ways  called  me  his  Brother,  alluring  me, 
that  it  fhould  be  my  own  Fault  if 
I  did  not  become  fo,  and  faying,  that 
he  could  not  live  a  Moment  without 
me. 

We  went,  at  the  Expiration  of  the 
Week,  to  celebrate  the  Feaft  which  he 
had  promifed  to  give  to  his  Friends, 
and  of  which  he  was  to  be  at  the  foie 
Expence.  I  have  never  met  with  any 
Thing  fo  entertaining  as  all  this  gay  So¬ 
ciety  invented  to  do  Honour  to  the 
Chevalier.  The  Panegyrick  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther  and  of  his  Brother  was  a  finilhed 
Piece  *,  the  moll  elegant  and  the  beft 
turned  Irony  was  lupported  throughout 
the  whole,  and  this  comick  Difcourle 
was  pronounced  with  the  moll  admirable 
Gravity. 


The 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene.  145 

The  Feaft  lafted  almoft  the  whole 
Night,  and  it  would  have  been  as  a- 
mufing  as  it  was  extraordinary,  if  thefe 
young  People  could  have  kept  them- 
felves  within  the  Bounds  of  Moderation, 
but  after  a  thoufand  Extravagancies,  full 
of  Wit,  a  thoufand  entertaining  Cere¬ 
monies,  tho’  moft  of  them  ridiculous 
enough,  and  filled  with  Imprecations 
againft  the  ftupid  Cuftom  of  Children 
being  made  fubjedt  to  their  Parents,  one 
of  the  moft  giddy  of  them  happened  to 
fay,  that  there  was  an  efiential  Part  of 
the  Ceremony  wanting  ;  that  they  ought 
to  have  Women,  who,  by  their  lament¬ 
able  Shrieks,  might  perform  the  Part  of 
thofe  antient  Roman  Females,  who  were 
paid  for  weeping  at  Funerals.  Eve¬ 
ry  one  applauded  fo  noble  an  Imagina¬ 
tion ;  and  thofe  who  were  acquainted 
with  Ladies  in  the  Neighbourhood  fuit- 
able  for  the  Purpofe,  went  out  to  fetch 
them.  They  brought  us  three,  who 
certainly  did  not  in  the  leaft  imagine 
they  came  there  to  weep.  They  took 
the  Thing,  however,  very  gallantly, 
and  after  they  had  been  inftrudtecl  in  the 
extraordinary  Service  that  was  expected 
from  them,  and  had  drank  fome  Bum- 
Vol.  II,  Id  ncu'c 
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pers  of  Champaign,  to  prevent  them 
from  finking  under  the  Sorrows  that 
their  Part  demanded^  thefe  tractable 
Creatures  began  to  make  fuch.  Lamenta¬ 
tions,  and  fuch  dreadful  Shrieks,  that  all 
the  Street  refounded  with  them. 

Whatever  Ferfwafions  the  Matter  of 
the  Houfe  could  ufe,  two  or  three  Bri¬ 
gades  of  the  Watch,  drawn  by  this  de¬ 
plorable  Noife,  would  abfolutely  enter 
the  Ploufe  to  fee  particularly  what  was 
patting  there.  They  had  not  to  do  with 
People  difpofed  to  approve  of  their  Cu- 
riofity  we  difputed  the  Entrance  with 
them  *,  they  made  Head  againft  us  at 
firft,  but  they  foon  gave  way.  We  pur- 
fued  them  into  the  Street,  where  one  of 
our  Party,  following  his  Viftory  too 
far,  dropped  down,  pierced  with  two 
or  three  Balls,  which  he  received  in  his 
Body. 

The  Hoft,  who  had  fuffered  us  to  aft 
all  thefe  h  ollies  in  his  Houfe,  was  thrown 
.into  Prifon  and  ruined.  As  to  our  three 
artificial  Weepers,  they  were  fent  to 
weep  in  earneft  at  the  Hofpital.  From 
that  Time  our  Coteries  were  entirely  de¬ 
ni  olifh- 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene.  147 

molifheci  •,  we  could  never  renew  any  of 
our  fprighdy  Parties,  nor  even  be  half 
a  Dozen  of  us  together,  without  being 
examined,  followed,  and  pointed  at  by 
the  Populace  j  for  they  reported  marvel¬ 
lous  Things  of  us :  Some  faid,  that  our 
laft  Aflfembly  was  wholly  compofed  of 
wretched  Jews  in  Difguife,  and  that  if 
the  Watch  had  not  forced  in  at  the 
Shrieks  of  the  Women  who  were  fhut  up 
with  us,  thofe  unfortunate  Creatures 
would  have  been  unbaptized.  Others 
pretended  that  they  were  Sorcerers  who 
kept  their  Sabbath  there,  and  that  we 
had  refolved,  by  dreadful  Storms,  to 
ruin  the  reft  of  France ,  as  we  had  lately 
done  feveral  of  its  Provinces,  particular¬ 
ly  the  Orleanois  and  Burgundy . 

They  even  named  an  Archer  of  great 
Credit,  who  through  the  Key-Hole  had 
perceived  feveral  Devils,  who  having 
made  us  fign  with  our  Blood  thefe  ter¬ 
rible  Com  millions,  had  flown  away  up 
the  Chimney  in  the  Shape  of  Owls, 
leaving  the  Room  and  the  whole  Houfe 
full  of  a  poifonous  Smell  of  Sulphur  and 
Burnings.  They  aflerted  alfo,  that  the 
W omen  who  had  been  forced  into  our 

H  2  Com- 
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Company,  had  betrayed  us  by  their 
Cries,  to  revenge  themfelves  for  our 
having  caufed  them  to  be  abufed  by  In¬ 
cubus's ,  to  the  end  that  all  the  Women 
who  were  with  Child  at  the  fame  Time 
might  perifh  ;  and  this  Particularity  was 
fo  little  doubted  of  amongft  the  Popu¬ 
lace,  that  it  was  faid  to  have  occafion- 
ed  the  celebrating  a  great  Number  of 
Malles  at  Paris ,  in  order  to  avert  the 
Calamity. 

There  was  a  Cure  of  Normandy  who 
believed,  and  pioufly  related  it  in  his  Lec¬ 
ture,  that  our  Troop  was  the  fame  who, 
the  precedingYear,  had  held  an  AlTembly 
of  the  fame  Kind  in  a  Mill  near  Munsy 
during  which  Sabbath  the  Storm  of  Hail 
had  almoft  deftroyed  the  Town,  without 
the  falling  of  one  Drop  upon  the  Mill* 
He  added,  that  a  Woman  who  had  been 
delivered  up  to  the  unclean  Spirit  by 
Force,  was  brought  to  bed  foon  after  of 
a  horrible  Monfter,  who  had  four  Arms 
furnifhed  with  Claws  inftead  of  Nails, 
and  two  horned  Heads ;  and,  in  effed, 
he  held  out  a  Letter  to  them,  in  which 
he  was  informed  of  all  thefe  Accidents, 
bating  fome  few  of  the  Circumftances ; 
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but  it  was  no  moderate  Ufe  of  the  Pri¬ 
vilege  of  an  Hiftorian,  at  fecontd  Hand, 
to  add  nothing  of  his  own,  but  the  Sor¬ 
cerers,  the  Homs,  and  the  Claws. 

I  made  ufe  of  the  Interruption  that 
this  Affair  gave  to  our  Affemblies,  to 
diffwade  the  Chevalier  from  them,  whom 
1  fhall  ftill  call  fo,  tho*  he  had  loft  that 
Name  when  he  became  the  Head  of  an 
illuftrious  Family.  Thefe  Sort  of  Routs 
did  not  at  ail  pleafe  me,  as  to  my  own 
Particular,  and  that  young  Man  was  al¬ 
ready  but  too  irregular  in  his  Conduct. 
He  took  the  Advice  very  handfomely 
that  I  gave  him  upon  this  Head,  and 
we  confined  ourfelves  to  a  few  Friends, 
of  whom  he  condefcended  to  leave  the 
Choice  to  me. 

^  >«r 

As  to  us  two  we  were  infeparable, 
one  was  fcarce  ever  feen  without  the  other. 
I  was  more  the  Mafter  in  his  Family 
than  he  was  himfelf.  He  would  have 
every  Thing  be  in  common  between  us  ; 
and,  whether  it  was  a  Want  of  Deli¬ 
cacy,  or  whether  it  was  an  Excefs  of 
Friendfhip  ror  me,  he  would  willingly 
nave  included  his  Miftrefs  amonHl  the 

H  3  *  reft. 
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r-cft.  5 Tis  true,  that  being  fomething  tired 
of  her  whom  he  had,  he  feemed  de- 
ikons  to  yield  her  up  to  me,  and  chufe 
one  for  himfelf  of  the  firft  Rank  ;  which 
he  could  eafiiy  do  then,  with  the  great 
Fortune  that  he  was  become  Mailer 
of  by  the  Death  of  his  Father  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  a  Mediatrix,  who  had  taken  upon 
herfelf  the  Care  of  finding  him  out  a 
iplendid  Lady,  foon  procured  him  one 
of  thole  Beauties  in  high  Tafte,  who 
know  how  to  ruin  their  Admirers  in  an 
eiegant  Manner,  whilft  they  teach  them 
how  to  make  a  Figure  in  the  World. 
She  had  not  Time,  however,  to  do  the 
Chevalier  that  Honour ;  (lie  dipped  into 
his  Purfe  for  a  few  Days  ;  but  having 
perceived  that  the  Charms  which  he  ad¬ 
mired  were  merely  artificial,  he  was  did 
gufted  with  her,  and  came  off  withjofing 
his  Earned  only. 

As  I  loved  him  fincerely,  I  advifed 
him  to  quit  this  Courfe  of  Life,  and 
think  rather  of  a  folid  Edablifhment.  I 
know,  fays  he,  you  fpeak  thus  entirely 
for  my  Intered  ;  yet  I  mud  confefs  to 
you,  that  I  have  refolved  never  to  enter 
into  fuch  an  Engagement  till  I  am  turn¬ 
ed 
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ed  of  five  and  twenty,  and  I  fhould  fay 
forty  if  I  was  not  an  only  Son.  How¬ 
ever,  before  1  determine  abfolutely,  I 
will  confult  the  old  Baron  *,  I  am  per- 
fwaded  that  he  will  think  otherwife  than 
you  do  upon  that  Article.  I  know  the 
Baron  perfectly,  replied  I,  he  is  like  the 
Rat  who,  having  loft  his  Tail,  would 
have  perfwaded  all  the  other  Animals 
of  his  Kind,  that  their  Tails  were  only 
Inconveniencies  to  them,  and  that  they 
.ought  to  get  rid  of  them.  The  Baron 


is  one  of  the  old  Court  *,  there  can  be  no 
longer  any  tender  Sentiments  in  him  , 
he  detefts  all  Women  of  Honour,  be- 


caufe  they  refute  the  Homages  and  Ad- 
dreftes  that  he  offered  to  their  Mothers 


thirty  Years  before.  Believe  me,  Venial 
Love  is  a  Slave,  whofe  Society  will  do 
you  no  Honour,  and  who  ought  never 
to  be  admitted  to  our  Table,  but,  as  it 
is  at  the  Baron’s,  for  want  of  other 
Guefts.  As  to  you,  Chevalier,  young, 
handfome,  and  well  made  as  you  are, 
you  ought  to  live  differently  from  him. 
You  fee  how  little  he  is  efteemed  with  all 
his  Libertine  Maxims  j  if  the  Fathers, 
who  defpife  him,  forbid  their  Children 
to  frequent  him,  he  would  reduce  his 

H  4  whole 
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whole  Society  to  the  Converfation  of 
iome  old  Debauchees  as  little  valued  as 
himfelf.  He  has  Wit,  1  confels  it,  but 
his  Wit  is  dangerous ;  he  is  entertaining, 
but  he  is  not  the  only  one  who  is  fo.  You 
are  acquainted  with  People  whofe  Com¬ 
pany  is  not  lefs  agreeable,  and  whole 
Friendfmp  you  need  not  be  afham’d  of 


It  is  rot  taken  amifs,  added  I,  that 
a  young  Man  or  Fortune,  in  order  to 
know  the  World,  taflcs  a  little  of  the 


Pleasures  that  it  affords.  ’Tis  only  ex¬ 
pected  from  him  that  he  fLould  not  a- 


bandon  himfelf  to  them  entirely,  and 
that  there  fhould  be  fome  Diilinction  in 
the  Choice  he  makes  of  them.  The 
Pieafures  of  a  common  Soldier  are  not 
thofe  of  a  Gentleman  ;  and  yours  ought 
to  be  different  from  thofe  which  are  fol¬ 
lowed  by  them  who  have  neither  Birth 
nor  Didinftion  in  the  World. 


The  Chevalier  interrupted  me  in  this 
Place.  1  am  convinced,  faid  he,  fpare 
yourfelf  the  Trouble  of  preaching  any 
longer  to  me ;  I  am  ftruck  with  your 
Reafons,  only  teach  me  how  to  put 
your  ufeful  Lelfons  in  Pradlice  ;  I  leave 

you 
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you  the  Matter  of  my  Conduct.  I  do 
not  defire  fo  much  of  you,  replied  I 
be  perfwaded  only,  that  it  is  out  of 
Friendflhip  that  I  take  the  Liberty  of 
Ipeaking  thus  to  you.  I  know  it,  re¬ 
turned  the  Chevalier,  or  eJfe,  added  he 
finding,  I  might  have  imagined  you  on¬ 
ly  exhorted  me  to  Virtue- that  you  might 
preferve  to  yourfelf  the  little  Brunette 
that  I  have  yielded  up  to  you.  He 
might,  without  any  Fear  of  difobliging 
me,  rally  upon  this  Article  ;  he  who 
had  often  reproached  me,  that  1  fet  no 
Value  upon  his  Prefents,  fince  I  would 
not  attach  myfelf  to  his  little  Brunette , 
However,  this  little  Pleafantry  was  the 
Gccafion  of  my  ceafing  entirely  to  vifit 
that  Woman,  who  was  not  very  unfortu¬ 
nate  by  it,  fince  fhe  married  the  Steward 
of  die  Chevalier.  This  Domeftick, 
tho5  he  was  rich,  had  no  Repugnance 
for  inch  a  Wife  *,  he  thought,  perhaps, 
their  Honefty  was  much  the  fame  *,  in 
every  Thing  elfe  fhe  was  much  his  Su¬ 
perior  ;  fhe  was  a  little,  gay,  fprightly 
Nymph,  always  laughing,  and  who  had 

always  fome  entertaining  Story  to  tell 
us. 

H  5 
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One  Day,  as  file  was  diverting  us  by 
the  Recital  of  the  heroic  Actions  of  a 
Beauty,  famous  for  her  Gallantries,  I 
afked  her,  it  file  had  ever  known  La 
Defmarets ,  that  Goddefs  of  Love,  to 
whom  I  was  the.  Adonis  when  I  was  fent 
away  to  Canada .  If  I  have  known  her! 
cried  file  :  It  was  fhe  who  gave  me  the 
lirft  Principles  of  Behaviour ;  if  I  have 
any  Knowledge  of  the  World,  if  I  have 
any  Education,  it  is  her  Work.  Alas! 
the  poor  Creature  would  not  have  had 
fo  melancholly  an  End,  if  fhe  had  made 
ufe  herfelf  of  the  Advices  fhe  gave  to 
me  ;  but  file  thought  fiie  could  never 
want  any  Thing,  and  neglefted,  as  we 
fay,  to  lay  by  any  Thing  for  a  rainy 
Day,  and  with  this  fhe  had  too  good  a 
Heart;  fhe  had  no  Regard  for  herfelf 
when  it  was  to  ferve  a  Friend.  If  fhe 
had  forgot  you  as  eafily  as  you  Men  can 
caft  off  us,  fiie  would  not  have  undone 
herfelf  upon  your  Account. 

I  befeech  you,  faid  I  to  her,  explain 
to  me  how  I  could  be  fo  unhappy  as  to 
occafion  the  Misfortune  of  this  obliging 
Woman.  That  is  what  I  can  inform 
you  of,  replied  fhe,  for  I  was  with  her 

h  then. 
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then,  and  my  Mother  was  her  favourite 
Maid :  Some  Days  before  your  Depar¬ 
ture,  if  you  remember,  you  told  fome 
of  your  Friends,  that  you  had  a  cruel 
Affair  upon  your  Hands,  and  that  the 
Maltotier ,  with  whom  you  was,  made 
you  terrible  Menaces.  This  was  enough 
to  fet  them  upon  him  when  they  found 
that  you  was  vanifhed  ;  they  prepared  to 
enter  a  Procefs  againft  him.  Your  Mi- 
ftrefs,  to  whom  you  had  faid  the  fame 
Thing,  ftill  more  alarmed  than  they 
were,  had  the  Indifcretion  to  intereft,  in 
your  Behalf,  the  illuftrious  Lover  who 
took  care  of  her.  This  generous  No¬ 
bleman  did  more  than  fire  required,  he 
took  the  Trouble  to  go  to  the  Malto¬ 
tier,  in  order  to  queftion  him,  and  to 
intimidate  him. 

The  Maltotier ,  far  from  appearing 
terrified  at  the  Menaces  that  were  given 
him,  anfvvered  coldly,  that  he  was  him- 
felf  very  uneafy  for  you  \  that  your  Ab- 
fence  difordered  his  Affairs  infinitely, 
becaufe  you  had  not  given  in  any  Ac¬ 
count,  and  that  he  had  not  dared  to 
have  your  Chamber  opened,  tho5  he 
wanted  extremely  feveral  Papers  that 

were 


/ 


156  The  Adventures  of 

were  in  it.  The  obliging  Lover  imme¬ 
diately  fent  for  a  Blackfmith,  made  the 
Chamber  be  opened,  examined  fome 
Books  of  Accounts,  which  he  delivered  to 
the  Maltotier ,  and  then  taking  an  Inven¬ 
tory  of  what  belonged  to  you,  he  found 
feveral  Toys  which  he  had  given  to  La 
Defmarets ,  with  fome  Letters  that  fhe 
had  writ  to  you,  and  which  you  had  had 
the  Imprudence  to  keep  by  you.  He 
difcovered  by  this  the  real  Motive  that 
engaged  the  Nymph  fo  warmly  in  your 
Intereft,  and  piqued  to  find  himfelf  dup¬ 
ed  fo  grofiy,  he  refolved  to  punifh  her 
for  her  Infidelity. 

You  know  that  he  is  always  hafty  in 
executing  what  he  has  once  refolved  up¬ 
on.  He  came  the  next  Morning  to 
letch  her  in  the  Equipage  that  he  had 
given  her,  to  go,  he  faid,  and  dine  at 
the  Bo  is  du  Boulogne ,  and  walk  there  to¬ 
gether  the  Remainder  ol  the  Day.  When 
they  came  to  Puffy ,  he  defined  her  to  or¬ 
der  the  Repaft  herfelf,  after  which  he 
went  with  her  into  the  thickeft  Part  of 
the  Wood  •,  there  feigning  a  Neceffity 
for  it,  he  went  from  her,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  returning  alone  to  Paris ,  left  this 

un- 
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unfortunate  Woman  there  without  an 
Equipage,  and  without  a  Lover  to  pay 
for  the  Dinner  that  fhe  had  ordered. 
This  was  not  all  •,  his  Love,  turned  into 
Hatred,  would  not  be  fatisfied  with  this 
Revenge *,  he  carried  his  Refentment  fo 
far,  as  to  fend  for  all  her  Furniture,  and 
every  Thing  that  he  had  given  her,  and 
to  procure  her  a  Lodging  in  that  Place 
of  Horror,  whofe  Door  is  always  open 
to  thole  Ferfons  who  are  unfaithful  to 
Lovers  that  have  Intereft  and  Power. 

It  was  there  that  I  faw  for  three  Years 
this  poor  Creature  in  a  Situation  worthy 
of  Compaffion.  As  her  Bloom  was  paf- 
fed,  nobody  gave  themfelves  any  Con¬ 
cern  about  her,  and  poffefTing  nothing, 
flie  was  not  in  a  Condition  to  buy  her 
Liberty.  She  received  no  Confolation 
there  but  from  me,  who  not  having  the " 
Money  then  that  I  have  at  prefent,  could 
procure  her  but  few  Conveniencies  in 
that  Place  of  Mifery.  The  Day  which 
was  to  deliver  her  from  her  Sorrows  at 
length  arrived ;  fhe  died  thoroughly 
weaned  from  the  World,  and  bitterly 
lamenting  the  Diforders  of  her  Life. 

This 
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1  his  was  the  Relation  that  the  little 
Brunette  gave  us  of  the  Death  of  La 
Defmarets ;  which  I  could  not  hear  with¬ 
out  Emotions  of  Sorrow  and  Compaf- 
fion.  I  had  already  lived  a  confiderable 
Time  in  Paris  in  the  Manner  that  I 
have  related,  and  being  tired  with  it,  I 
told  the  Chevalier  I  wifhed  extremely 
to  fee  the  Country  that  gave  me  Birth. 
I  did  indeed  fincerely  wifh  to  hear  of 
my  poor  affeftionate  Nurfe,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  of  my  dear  Lucilia ,  whom  I  al¬ 
ways  remembered  with  Pleafure.  The 
C  hevalier  who  received  no  Anfwers  from 
Canada ,  oppofed  my  Defign  ftrongly, 
as  if  by  lofing  fight  of  me,  he  had  loft 
all  Hope  of  feeing  his  Sifter  again.  He 
yielded,  notwithftanding  this,  to  my  In¬ 
treaties,  upon  Condition  that  my  Journey 
fhould  not  be  above  a  Week  or  a  Fort¬ 
night,  and  that  I  fhould  go  it  in  his  Poft 
Chaife,  and  be  efcorted  by  his  Valet  de 
Chambre. 

I  departed  then,  and  after  a  Journey 
of  fome  Days  *  I  flopped  in  a  little 
Town  not  far  diftant  from  the  Village 
dti  MefniL  I  learnt  there  that  the  Caftle 

which 
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which  bore  that  Name  was  inhabited 
only  by  Farmers  ;  that  the  Baron  un¬ 
fortunately  died  there  four  or  five  Years 
before,  and  that  to  keep  in  his  own 
Poffeffion  the  Eftate  of  his  firft  Wife, 
he  would  never  marry  Lucilia ,  putting 
off,  by  a  thoufand  Pretenfions,  all  the 
Matches  that  were  offered  for  her  ;  but 
that,  fines  the  Death  of  that  Nobleman, 
the  Relations  of  Lucilia ,  by  the  Mo¬ 
ther’s  Side,  took  her  from  under  the 
Care  of  her  Mother-in-Law,  and  ob¬ 
liged  her  to  marry  an  old  Batchelor,  a 
lieutenant  General,  who  in  four  Months 
after,  running  too  haftily  after  the  Ba¬ 
ron  of  a  Marefchal  of  France ,  threw 
himfelf  into  a  Trench,  where  he  had 
found  a  glorious  Death,  together  with 
feveral  other  brave  Officers  that  followed 
him  ;  and  that  this  young  Widow,  now 
become  her  own  Miftrefs,  was  returned 
to  the  Baronefs  du  Mefnil>  who  had  re¬ 
tired  to  Gander  on. 

As  to  my  Nurfe,  I  w7as  obliged  to  go 
to  her  own  Village  to  know  what  was 
become  of  her.  They  told  me,  that 
fhe  had  finifhed  her  Courfe  fome  little 
Time  before  the  Baron  du  Mejnil .  She 

had 
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iiad  a  Daughter,  added  they,  who  dif- 
appeared  when  fhe  was  very  young,  and 
has  never  been  heard  of  fince.  She  has 
left  what  little  Money  fhe  had  to  the 
Baronefs  to  deliver  to  that  Daughter,  if 
fhe  is  ever  found  again  ;  and  this  good 
Lady  has  had  her  enquired  for  every 
where.  I  doubted  not  after  this  but  that 
my  Nurfe  had  made  her  greater  Confi¬ 
dences,  upon  my  Account,  than  fhe  had 
ever  done  to  myfelf,  which  gave  me  as 
much  Impatience  to  fpeak  to  the  Ba¬ 
ronefs,  as  I  had  to  lee  Lucilia  again. 

What  embarrafled  me  was,  that  I 
did  not  know  under  what  Pretext  I 
could  prefent  myfelf  to  them.  I  knew 
no  Perfon  at  Gander  on,  nor  in  the  Coun¬ 
try  that  could  introduce  me  ;  and  I  fear¬ 
ed  making  them  uneafy,  and  palling  for 
an  Adventurer,  if  I  attempted  to  go  di- 
redtly  to  them.  Neverthelefs,  fome  Per¬ 
fon  telling  me,  that  there  was  an  Eftate 
to  fell  not  far  from  Ganderon,  I  took  a 
Refolution  of  going  there.  This  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  exactly  the  Eftate  of  Mon- 
neville ,  which  had  fallen  to  four  or  five 
rapacious  Heirs  after  the  Death  of  my 
neareft  Relation,  who  had  taken  Pofief- 
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fion  of  it,  upon  the  Credit  of  fome 
Certificates,  which  attefted  that  the  Count 
de  Monneville ,  my  Father,  was  killed  in 
IVeJiphalia . 

I  arrived  at  Monneville  about  two  or 
three  in  the  Afternoon,  and  my  Guide 
made  me  alight  at  a  poor  little  Inn  that 
was  there.  I  went  immediately  to  the 
Caftle,  and  whilft  I  was  examining  of 
it,  the  Cure ,  who  generally  anfwered  all 
Queftions  in  the  Abfence  of  the  Sellers, 
came  up  to  me.  I  had  no  fooner  told 
him  that  I  had  an  Intention  of  buying 
this  Eftate,  than  looking  upon  me  al¬ 
ready  as  his  Patron,  he  overwhelmed 
me  with  Civilities.  Pie  offered  me  a 
Bed  and  his  little  Supper,  with  fo  much 
P'ranknefs  and  fo  obftinate  a  Complai- 
fance,  that  I  was  obliged  to  let  him  con- 
duff  me  home  with  him.  What  pleafed 
me  in  this  good  Man  was,  that  he 
appeared  to  be  a  great  Talker,  and  I 
judged  that  this  Frailty  would  be  of  Ser¬ 
vice  to  me  in  my  Enterprize. 

After  the  firft  Compliments,  which 
lafted  near  a  full  Quarter  of  an  Hour, 
the  old  Cure  looking  itedfaftly  upon 

me 
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me,— I  would  give  all  that  I  poflefs  in 
tne  World,  faid  he  to  me,  that  this 
Eftate  might  be  fuitable  to  you.  You 
referable  fo  perfe&ly  the  laft  of  the  Fa¬ 
mily,  to  whom  it  belonged,  before  this 
collateral  lane  took  Poffefiion  of  it,  that 
I  fhould  imagine  I  had  not  loft  that 
Gentleman  if  1  law  you  in  his  Place, 
Yes,  Monfieur,  added  he  with  Tranfportj 
only  by  feeing  you,  I  find  myfelf  in¬ 
clined  to  love  you  as  I  did  him,  and  to 
think  myfelf  indebted  to  you  for  the 
Obligations  I  had  to  him.  They  were 
not  final!  ones  1  Jt  was  he  who  made 
me  what  I  am  ;  it  was  he  who  gave  me 
this  Benefice,  which  is  one  of  the  belt 
in  the  Province. 

I  fhould  not  fo  foon  have  loft  that 
amiable  Gentleman,  continued  he,  if  he 
would  have  believed  me  and  remained 
here  in  Tranquility,  without  making 
it  a  Point  of  Honour  to  himfelf  to  fol¬ 
low  the  Example  of  his  Father,  to 
whom  the  Service  had  been  fatal. 

I  faw  plainly  that  it  was  fufficient  only 
not  to  interrupt  this  good  Prieft  for 
him  never  to  ceafe  fpeaking.  I  let  him 
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then  amufe  himfelf  at  full  Liberty,  by 
giving  a  Detail  of  all  the  good  Qualities 
of  his  deceafed  Patron  •,  a  Detail  which 
I  made  him  circumftantially  repeat  af¬ 
terwards,  when  he  knew  the  Intereft  I 
had  in  it.  I  queftioned  him  after  this 
upon  the  Nobleffe  that  was  near  the 
Place,  liftening  to  him  with  an  Atten¬ 
tion  that  charmed  him,  and  particularly 
when  he  was  upon  the  Article  of  Gan - 
derony  and  that  he  fpake  to  me  of  Lu- 
cilia  and  her  Mother-in-Law.  He  told 
me,  amongft  other  Particularities,  that 
thefe  two  Widows  loved  Retirement, 
and  did  not  make  that  Figure  in  the 
World  that  they  might  have  done  with 
the  Fortune  they  enjoy,  the  Revenue  of 
which  he  did  not  fail  to  calculate  to  me 
exaftly. 

\  *  ,r 

I  knew  the  Baronefs,  faid  he  to  me, 
before  fhe  went  to  Paris ,  when  Hie  was 
only  Mademoifelie  de  Ganderon  :  Good 
God  !  how  much  the  Convent  altered 
her,  as  well  as  the  Marriage  with  the 
Baron  du  Mefnil !  She  was  then  excef- 
fively  gay,  always  laughing,  always 
dancing,  and  now  her  Days  feem  only 
compofed  of  Melancholly  and  Uneafi- 

nefs. 
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neis,  though  fhe  is  not  yet  of  an  Age 
be  obliged  to  renounce  the  innocent 
Pleaiures  oi  the  World.  As  to  the 
young  Dowager,  file  does  not  appear 
to  look  upon  late  with  fo  much  Indif- 
ierence,  not  that  I  believe  fhc  thinks  of 
marrying  again  ;  at  leaft,  there  is  no  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  her  having  fuch  a  Thought : 
On  the  contrary,  (he  is  attached  foftrong- 
ly  to  ner  Mother-in-Law,  that  I  doubt 

whether  the  would  quit  her  a  fecond 
time. 

^  You  will  eafiiy  fuppofe,  purfued  lie, 
tuat  Hie  iias  been  addreffed  by  thofe  that 
are  rnofi  conuderable  in  this  Country  : 
Exclufive  or  her  Fortune  fine  has  a  great 
Share  oi  Merit  ;  fhe  is  virtuous,  and  has 
been  well  brought  up.  She  was,  per¬ 
haps,  not  fatisfied  wri t h  her  firft  IVTar- 
riage,  faid  I  to  the  good  Cure?  She 
could  not  be  very  much  fo,  replied  he; 
and  it  was  a  Sin  to  let  her  wait  till  Five 
and  Twenty,  and  then  give  her  fuch  an 
old  Hufband  as  he  whom  fhe  married, 
by  the  Avidity  of  her  Relations,  who 
thought  by  that  to  have  doubled  her 
Eftate  !  but  Fleaven  pumfhed  them  for 
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it,  for  he  died  in  a  few  Months,  and 
Hie  had  no  Child  by  him. 


I  alked  the  Cure  after  this  if  Hie  did 
not  think  of  buying  Monneville.  I  be¬ 
lieve  not,  faid  he,  for  they  would  have 
fpoke  to  me  of  it :  Yet  this  Eftate  would 
be  very  convenient  to  the  Baronefs ;  but 
finding  herfelf  without  Children,  lhe 
makes  no  Acquisitions.  Therefore,  you 
may  depend  upon  it  that  neither  fhe  nor 
her  Daughter-in-law  will  interfere  in  your 
Purchale.  Notwithftanding  what  the 
old  Cure  faid  to  me,  I  thought  I  ought 
to  make  ufe  of  the  Pretext  of  going  to 
pay  them  a  Compliment  upon  the  Ac¬ 
count  of  this  Eftate,  and  alluring  them 
that  I  would  think  no  more  of  it  if  they 
had  the  leaft  Inclination  to  it.  I  foon 
made  the  Cute  enter  into  my  Views, 

and  he  offered  to  conduct  me  the  next 
Day  to  Ganderon . 

To  judge  of  me  by  my  Habit,  I  mult 
pals  for  a  Man  of  Confequence  ;  never 
Gentleman  upon  that  Spot  had  been 
drefifed  in  one  fo  rich  as  that  I  wore, 
nor  even  as  that  of  the  Valet  de  Chambre 
who  attended  me.  I  could  not  be  mif- 

taken 


1 66  The  Adventures  of 

taken  when  we  advanced  to  the  two 
Ladies.  They  were  walking  alone,  and 
the  Cure  began  to  queftion  them  by  their 
Names,  and  l'peak  to  them  as  far  as  ever 
they  could  hear  him.  To  return  the 
Compliment  which  he  had  made  them, 
thefe  charming  Widows  received  me 
with  great  Civility,  and  told  me,  that 
they  fliouid  think  themfelves  happy  in 
fuch  a  Neighbour.  The  Ladies  and  I 
fpoke  very  little,  for  the  old  Patriarch, 
who  I  fuppofe  imagined  he  was  in  his 
Pulpit,  never  held  his  Tongue ;  but  if 
our  Lips  were  wanting,  our  Eyes  did 
their  Duty  faithfully  ;  thofe  of  the  Ba- 
ronefs  were  conftantly  fixed  upon  me, 

and  mine  upon  my  dear  Lucilia. 

© 

We  had  been  feparated  fo  young,  that 
it  was  not  furprizing  that  fhe  did  not  re¬ 
member  me.  I  had  even  a  Difficulty  to 
recolledt  her,  tho5  I  knew  it  was  fhe. 
This  Vint  pafled  without  any  Ecclair- 
ciffement,  tho’  I  had  as  great  a  Defire 
for  that,  as  they  had  to  know  who  I  was. 
The  Baronefs  imagining  that  the  Cure 
might  inftrudt  her  in  it,  drew  him  afide 
to  afk  him  that  Queftion.  She  only 
emfoarraffed  him  by  that  Demand,  to 

which 
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which  he  anfwered  that  he  was  ignorant 
of  my  Name,  but  that  he  would  fpare 
no  Pains  to  difcover  it.  I  do  not  re- 
membei  what  .1  laid  to  Lucihu  during 
that  Time,  I  remember  only  that  I  wat 
in  an  Agitation  of  Mind,  which  mult 
furprize  her  if  lhe  perceived  it. 

In  a  few  Moments  after  the  Baronefs 
had  quitted  the  Converfation  of  the 
Cure  to  enter  into  ours,  that  good  Eccle- 
fiaftick  embarrafied  her  extremely  in  her 
1  urn .  Madame,  laid  he  to  her,  look- 
^ng  upon  me,  I  don  t  know  whether  my 
Eyes  deceive  me  ;  tell  me,  I  delire  you, 
it  in  your  early  Youth  you  have  never 
feen  a  Perfon  who  refembled  this  Gentle¬ 
man.  Tne  Baronefs,  who  had  not  in 
the  leaft  expected  this  Quefhon,  was 
confufed  with  it ;  lhe  had  but  too  ftronp- 
ly  remarked  the  Refemblance  that  he 
fpoke  of.  However,  fhe  anlwered,  that 
lhe  believed  fhe  might  have  feen  fome 
Perfon  that  I  had  fome  Features  of,  but 
that  lhe  could  not  remember  where. 
I-Iave  you  forgot,  returned  he,  the 
Count  de  Monneville ,  a  great  Friend 
of  your  late  Father’s,  who  was  killed  in 
Franche  Comte  in  Sixty-eight  ?  He  left 

two 
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two  Sons,  of  whom  the  eldeft  died  al- 
moft  at  the  fame  Time  with  himfelf, 
the  youngeft  furvived  him  fome  Years. 
Madame,  do  but  confider  thefe  Fea¬ 
tures,  this  is  certainly  the  living  Image 
of  that  youngeft  Brother,  I  am  fur- 
prized  that  it  does  not  ftrike  you  as  it 
did  me.  You  were  grown  up  pretty 
much  whilft  that  Monneville  lived,  you 
have  played  together  a  hundred  Times. 
Your  Father  loved  him  much,  and  re¬ 
gretted  him  extremely.  As  to  me,  I 
owe  my  little  Eftablifhment  wholly  to 
him,  and  I  lhall  never  forget  him  in  my 
Prayers. 

-  I  faid  fo  Yefterday  to  this  Gentleman, 
added  he:  This  Refemblance  has  given 
me  fuch  an  Inclination  for  him,  that  I 
wifh  extremely  he  may  agree  for  the 
Eftate  of  Monneville .  Well,  Monfieur 
le  Cure ,  faid  I  to  him,  manage  fo  that 
I  may  have  it ;  you  cannot  do  me  a 
greater  Service  than  procure  me  the 
Neighbourhood  of  thefe  Ladies,  and 
I  proteft  to  you  that  you  lhall  not  be 
lefs  fatisfied  with  your  new  Patron  than 
you  have  been  with  him  whom  you  re¬ 
gret.  The  Affair  is  entirely  in  your 

Hands, 


•r- 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene.  169 

Hands,  faid  the  Baronefs  to  him,  you 
may  make  it  fucceed  if  you  pleafe,  fince 
it  is  you  that  generally  receive  all  Offers 
for  it.  The  Cure  upon  this  promifed 
to  ufe  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  bring 
it  to  a  Conclufion. 

At  my  taking  Leave  of  thefe  two 
Dowagers,  I  defired  them  to  permit  me 
fometimes  to  pay  my  Compliments  to 
them  whilft  I  remained  in  the  Country. 
Theyanfwered  me,  that  it  would  be  do¬ 
ing  them  a  Pleafure,  and  as  it  was  what 
Iearneftly  wiflied,  I  took  Care  not  to  fail 
in  it.  The  next  Day  was  a  Ploliday, 
and  I  was  informed  that  Mafs  was  faid  at 
Ganderon  at  Nine  o’Clock,  and  that  the 
Ladies  generally  went  there.  An  Impa¬ 
tience  feized  me  to  go  thither,  and  make 
myfelf  known  to  them.  I  was  in  the 
Church  before  them,  and  when  they  ar¬ 
rived,  the  Baronefs  having  perceiv’d  me, 
fent  immediately  to  defire  me  to  place 
myfelf  in  their  Seat. 

After  the  Mafs,  I  gave  them  my  Hand 
to  reconduft  them  ;  and  I  told  them,  that 
at  the  Hazard  of  appearing  impertinent, 
I  was  come  to  take  the  Liberty  to  beg  a 
Vol.  II.  I  Dinner 
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Dinner  of  them,  but  in  the  firft  Place 
a  private  Converfation.  They  appear¬ 
ed  aftonifhed  at  my  Compliment;  Luci- 
lia  particularly  feemed  to  appear  uneafy 
when  we  entered  into  the  Cabinet  of 
the  Baronefs.  When  we  were  feated, 
Madame,  faid  I  to  the  Baronefs,  you 
hinted  Yefterday  to  the  Cure  of  Monne - 
wile,  that  he  would  do  you  a  Pleafure 
by  informing  himfelf  who  I  was,  and 
giving  you  an  Account  of  it ;  whatever 
Enquiries  he  makes  he  can  never  fuc- 
ceed  in  it.  Tho5  I  was  born  in  thefe 
Parts,  and  even  very  near  the  Caftle  du 
Mefnil ,  where  I  have  had  the  Honour 
of  feeing  you  both  for  a  confiderable 
Time,  yet  am  I  certain  I  am  not  known 
here  by  any  Perfon.  This  ought  not  to 
furprize  you,  fince  I  quitted  this  Pro¬ 
vince  at  twelve  Years  old.  Some  few 
Years  after  I  left  the  Kingdom,  and 
went  to  the  IV eft  Indies ,  from  whence  I 
have  not  been  returned  many  Months. 

During  this  Voyage,  which  compre¬ 
hends  almoft  my  whole  Life,  I  have  al¬ 
ways  continued  in  abfolute  Ignorance  of 
the  Thing  that  was  of  the  greateft  Con- 
fequence  tor  me  to  know,  and  which 

now 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene.  iy\ 

now  is  the  foie  Reafon  of  bringing  me 
to  this  Place.  I  fhall  aftonifh  you  by 
faying  what  it  is  that  I  am  ignorant  of, 
and  to  whom  I  come  to  addrefs  myfelf 
to  inftru6t  me.  I  am  ignorant  who  I 
am  ;  and  ’tis  from  you,  Madame,  faid 
I  to  the  JBaronefs,  that  I  come  to  learn 
it,  fince  it  is  to  you  alone  that  it  muft 
have  been  revealed,  at  her  Death,  by 
the  only  Perfon  who  knew  it,  I  mean  the 
Nurfe  who  brought  me  up. 

The  Baronefs  was  not  in  a  Situation 
to  anfwer  me ;  fhe  turned  pale,  and 
fainted  away  in  the  Arms  of  Lucilia , 
who  not  knowing  what  to  think  of  all 
(lie  faw,  was  in  the  higheft  Amazement. 
In  the  mean  Time  the  Baronefs  recover¬ 
ing  the  Ufe  of  her  Senfes,  and  calling 
her  half-open’d  Eyes  upon  her  :  How  ! 
my  Daughter,  faid  fhe  to  her,  don’t 
you  know  the  little  Siller  with  whom 
you  was  brought  up?  Yes,  Madame, 
laid  I  to  Lucilia ,  it  was  I  who,  under 
another  Form,  palled  the  firfl  Years  of 
my  Life  near  you.  You  did  me  the 
Honour  to  repay  with  your  Friendfhip 
the  tender  and  refpeftful  Attachment  that 

I  2  I  had 
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I  had  for  you  ;  permit  me  to  recall  it  to 
your  Remembrance. 

Whilft  Lucilia  recollefted  her  Ideas, 
the  Baronefs  allured  her  that  I  fpoke  the 
Truth,  and  on  my  Side  I  cited  fo  many 
Circumftances  of  our  Education  which 
were  only  known  to  us,  that  at  length 
fuffering  herfelf  to  be  perfwaded,  and 
looking  upon  me  with  a  confufed  Air, 
If  you  are  that  little  Sifter,  faid  fhe  to 
me  with  a  Sigh,  you  ought  to  be  oblig¬ 
ed  to  me  for  many  Tears  that  you  have 
coft  me,  and  which  I  fliould  have  been 
lefs  liberal  of,  if  I  had  imagined  you  to 
be  of  a  Sex  that  I  ought  not  to  have 
loved  fo  much,  nor  been  fo  concerned 
for  the  Lois  of. 

They  both  put  fo  many  Queftions  to 
me,  that  I  was  obliged  to  begin  that 
Moment  the  Relation  of  my  Adven¬ 
tures  to  them,  and  particularly  in  what 
manner  I  had  left  the  Country,  nobody 
having  ever  been  able  to  imagine  where 
I  was.  During  this  Converfation,  and 
as  long  as  the  Dinner  lafted,  I  faw  the 
young  Widow,  whom  I  can  call  no 
otherwife  than  Lucilia ,  fall  continually 

into 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene.  1 7 1 

Into  a  Reverie,  that  made  me  judge  fhe 
ftill  doubted  of  what  I  faid.  I  was  in 
Defpair  that  fhe  only  recollected  me  by 
Degrees. 

As  I  did  not  doubt  but  my  NuiTe 
had  declared  to  theBaronefs  at  her  Death 
feveral  Things  that  (lie  durft  not  reveal 
to  me  upon  Account  of  my  Youth,  I 
was  very  impatient  to  hear  what  that 
Lady  had  to  fay  upon  this  SubjeCt.  Lu- 
cilia  joined  herfelf  to  me,  to  conjure  her 
to  fatisfy  fo  juft  a  Curiofity  ;  neverthe- 
lefs,  we  could  not  prevail.  Whatever 
Tendernefs  Madame  du  Mefnil  had  for 
her  Daughter- in-Law,  fide  thought  her 
Company  fnperfluous  at  an  Ecclairciffe- 
ment  in  which  ftie  diftrufted  herfelf,  and 
was  not  affured  that  ft  re  fhould  not  dis¬ 
cover  more  than  ftie  defired. 

All  that  I  heard  from  the  Nurfe,  faid 
fhe,  was,  that  fhe  affured  me  that  fhe 
was  not  your  Mother ;  that  ftie  had  al¬ 
ways  loved  you  as  her  own  Child ;  and 
that,  in  fine,  ftie  deftined  to  you  the 
little  Fortune  fhe  had,  if  I  would  con- 
defcend  to  take  the  Charge  of  it,  and 
deliver  it  to  you  if  you  ever  appeared  in 
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the  Province.  The  reft  that  fhe  laid 
to  me,  added  the  Baronefs,  was  Excufes 
lor  the  Deceit  fhe  had  put  upon  me,  by 
leaving  y  ou  in  my  Family  difguifed  as  a 
Girl. 

Ah!  Madame,  faid  I,  oblige  me  not 
by  Halves.  I  know  already  what  you 
have  told  me  \  5tis  the  Remainder  that 
1  conjure  you  not  to  conceal.  Fix  your- 
felf  near  us,  replied  fhe  fmiling ;  pur- 
chafe  the  Eflate  .of  Monneville\  after 
which,  if  I  knowT  any  thing  more,  and 
can  recolledt  it,  I  promife  to  impart  it  to 
you.  Reflect  upon  the  Promife  that 
you  have  made  me,  Madame,  replied  I 
if  it  is  only  neceffary  to  make  this  Ac- 
quifition  to  be  informed  of  my  Birth, 
I  fhall  foon  fummon  you  to  keep  your 
Word. 

There  was  nothing  now  to  do 
but  to  ftrengthen  Luc  ilia  in  the  Belief 
fhe  began  to  give  to  our  Difcourfes. 
A  Thought  ftruck  into  my  Head  upon 
that  Subjedt,  which  had  more  Effect 
than  all  the  reft  j  by  the  Help  of  the 
Baronefs’s  Women,  I  dreffed  my  felf  al- 
moft  as  I  ufed  to  be  at  ten  Years  old  ; 

after 
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after  which  I  prefented  myfelf  to  the 
Ladies,  and  feigning  to  weep,  I  ap¬ 
proached  Lucilia  to  beg  her  to  con  foie 
me  as  fhe  ufed  to  do  formerly,  by  fuf- 
fering  me  to  kifs  her  Hand.  Oh  !  now 
I  remember  her  perfectly,  faid  fhe  to 
her  Mother-in-Law,  his  fhe  herfelf,  it 
is  my  little  Sifter.  Do  you  remember, 
Madame,  whatever  Uneafinefs  fhe  had, 
I  ufed  to  comfort  her  by  giving  her  my 
Hand  to  kifs-,  it  was  a  Remedy  for  all 
her  Grievances. 

Will  you  condefcend  to  remember  al- 
fo,  faid  I  to  Lucilia ,  that  you  prom i fed 
me  to  love  me  always  ?  Children’s  Pro- 
mifes,  replied  fhe  !  Children’s  Promifes 
as  much  as  you  pleafe,  replied  the  Ba- 
ronefs,  I  hear  a  Man  who  will  very  wil¬ 
lingly  help  you  to  fulfil  them.  This 
was  the  Cure  of  Monneville ,  who  wa;> 
juft  arrived,  and  whofe  Voice  was  plain¬ 
ly  to  be  heard,  tho’  he  was  only  in  the 
Court.  This  good  Prieft,  at  as  great  a 
Diftance  as  he  could  perceive  the  Ladies, 
began  to  afk  many  Queftions,  without 
giving  them  Time  to  anfwer  one.  As 
to  me,  crying  out  as  loud  as  he  did,  I 
told  him,  as  I  went  up  to  him,  that  I 

I  4  was 


1 7  6  The  Adventures  of 

was  at  length  determined  to  become  the 
Lord  of  his  Parifh,  let  the  Terms  be 
ever  fo  high  ;  this  gave  him  fo  exceffive 
a  joy,  that  he  appeared  quite  tranlport- 
cd  with  it.  Madame,  faid  he  to  Luci- 
Ha ,  fetting  his  Hands  upon  his  Sides, 
we  /hall  foon  fee  if  my  Gentleman  /hall 
be  treated  like  the  reft.  Yes,  young  dif- 
dainful  Widow,  I  am  refolved  that,  in 
lefs  than  fix  Months,  he  fhall  make  your 
Widowhood  tedious  to  you. 

This  Compliment,  which  threw  us 
all  into  a  Laugh,  was  however  very 
agreeable  to  me,  and  the  Baronefs  was 
not  lefs  defirous  than  myfelf  of  the  Ac- 
complifhment  of  this  prophetical  Me- 
nace,  as  I  very  foon  difcovered.  About 
a  thoufand  Crowns  that  I  offered  more 
than  any  other,  put  me  in  Poffef- 
fion  of  the  Eftate  and  Title  of  Monne- 
ville.  As  foon  as  the  Agreement  was 
made,  1  flew  to  Madame  du  Mefnil ; 
Your  Advice,  faid  I  to  her,  has  been  a 
Command  to  me  ;  my  Refidence  is  fix¬ 
ed  ;  I  fhall  no  more  quit  a  Country 
that  gave  me  Birth,  and  that  has  recal¬ 
led  me  from  fo  far.  You  know  what 
Inquietude  I  am  in,  will  you  ftill  leave 

me 
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me  in  it  ?  No,  replied  Hie,  follow  me 
only.  At  thefe  Words  line  conduced 
me  into  a  diftant  Apartment,  where  be¬ 
ing  alone  with  me,  file  fpoke  in  thefe 
Terms  : 

Since  the  Title  and  Eflate  of  Momie - 
ville  is  yours,  I  believe,  I  may  now  tell 
you,  what  I  refufed  to  difcover  to  you 
ibme  few  Days  fince,  left  the  Defire  of 
recovering  it  by  another  Method  fhould 
have  made  you  hazard  Steps  which 
would  have  been  abfolutely  in  vain,  and 
which  might  have  ruined  the  Charaders 
of  feveral  People.  The  Compliment 
which  is  every  where  made  you,  that 
you  refemble  the  late  Count  de  Mon - 
neville ,  is  not  without  Foundation. 
You  are  his  Son.  Can  it  be  poffihle, 
Madame,  interrupted  I  with  Emotion, 
that  that  Gentleman  was  my  Father? 
Yes,  Monfieur,  returned  fhe,  but  you 
are  under  an  abfolute  Impombiky  of 
ever  making  yourfelf  to  be  acknowledg¬ 
ed  as  fuch,  fince  you  can  have  no  other 
Teftimony  than  that  of  your  Nurfe  ;  a 
Proof  that  will  become  ufelefs  to  you, 
fince  (lie  made  this  Confidence  to  me 
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only,  and  told  me  that  his  Marriage  was 
never  declared. 

•  / 

’Tis  ftill  enough,  Madame,  faid  I, 

for  my  own  particular  Satisfaction,  to 
know  that  I  am  of  this  illuftrious  Fami¬ 
ly  ;  I  fhall  eafily  confole  myfelf  for  not 
being  able  to  make  ufe  of  this  Know¬ 
ledge.  But  for  Heaven’s  Sake  proceed. 
Why  did  not  the  Count  vouchfafe  to 
acknowledge  me?  Why  did  fhe  who 
gave  me  Life  abandon  me  when  I  loft 
my  Father  ?  Had  I  the  Misfortune  to 
lofe  them  both  at  the  fame  Time?  Was 
fhe  worthy  of  his  Tendernefs  ?  Who 
was  fhe  ?  That  is  what  I  cannot  inform 
you  of,  replied  the  Baronefs :  Your 
Nurfe  did  not  name  her  to  me,  and  even 
faid,  that  fhe  had  never  known  her* 

5 Tis  no  matter,  Madam,  faid  I  to  her  ; 
you  may  make  her  known  to  me  with¬ 
out  her  Aftiftance.  You  are  not,  per¬ 
haps,  ignorant  what  Perfons  my  Father 
was  then  intimate  with.  Recoiled  the- 
Time,  you  will  inevitably  find  out  who 
was  my  Mother. 

If  my  Sulpieions  could  become  a 
Certitude,  replied  the  Baronefs,  what 
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Benefit  would  you  have  from  that  Know¬ 
ledge  ?  You  would,  perhaps,  be  dear 
to  a  Perfon  to  whom  you  might  not  fo 
much  as  give  your  Efteem  ;  for  in  Fa<5t, 
the  Obftacles  which  prevented  your  Pa¬ 
rents  from  rendering  this  Union  publick 
were  ftill  fubfifting,  when  Death  took 
away  your  Father.  Do  you  imagine, 
that  under  fuch  Circumftances  any  Wo¬ 
man  of  Honour  would  acknowledge  you 
publickly. 

Heaven  forbid,  faid  I,  Madam,  that 
I  Ihould  exadl  that  from  her  Complai- 
fance.  I  wifh  only  to  know  this  un¬ 
happy  Mother,  that  I  might  confole  her 
in  private  for  the  Lofs  of  my  Father, 
if  fhe  is  ftill  fenfible  to  it,  to  fpeak  of  it 
continually  with  her,  to  mix  my  Tears 
with  her’s,  to  refpedl  her,  and  to  love 
her  as  I  ought.  But,  no,  I  am  too  un¬ 
happy  ever  to  enjoy  fo  great  a  Conlola- 
tion.  If  my  Mother  is  living,  I  muff 
never  know  her,  nor  feel  the  Pleafure  of 
her  Embraces  •,  I  learn  my  Father  is  no 
more,  as  foon  as  I  have  learned  his 
Name.  I  am  even  deprived  of  the  me- 
lancholly  Conlolation  of  watering  his 
Tomb  with  my  Tears,  fince  the  pre¬ 
cious 
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cious  Remains  of  that  brave  Man  are* 

as  I  have  heard*  in  the  Centre  of  Ger¬ 
many \ 

Alas !  returned  the  Baronefs  with  a 
deep  Sigh ;  it  is  but  too  true  that  he 
has  loft  his  Life,  but  he  was  not  deprived 
of  it  fo  far  diftant  from  hence  :  Thefe 
are  Horrors  which  I  dare  not  relate  to 
you,  and  which  I  cannot  think  of  with¬ 
out  Terror.  I  faw  her  Tears  run  down, 
whilft  flie  pronounced  thefe  Words, 
which  made  me  open  my  Eyes,  and 
recoiled):  feveral  Actions  that  had  efcaped 
her. 

You  weep,  Madam,  faid  I  to  her* 
you  weep  in  fpeaking  to  me  of  the 
Death  of  my  Father  :  Suffer  me  to  ex¬ 
plain  myfelf,  and  to  fay  what  I  think  : 
The  Dread  you  have  left  I  fhouid  fuff 
pedt  thofe  with  whom  my  Father  was 
intimate  before  my  Birth  the  Share  you 
take  in  what  regards  me  ;  the  Situation 
you  were  in  when  1  firft  made  myfelf 
known  *,  even  your  very  Looks  at  this 
Moment,  difcover  the  Truth.  Can  I 
be  deceived  by  fo  many  Proofs  ?  No, 
Madam,  no,  my  Heart  tells  it  me  with 
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ftiJl  greater  Certitude,  you  are,  you  are 
my  Mother. 

I  threw  myfelf  at  her  Feet  as  I  fpoke 
this.  She  was  more  dead  than  alive, 
and  made  me  no  Reply  but  by  embracing 
me.  After  a  long  Silence,  more  ex- 
preftive  than  any  Words,  fhe  made  me 
rife,  and  related  to  me  in  what  Manner, 
after  having  promifed  the  Count  de  Men - 
neville  fhe  would  be  only  his,  fhe  had 
been  obliged  to  determine  upon  marry¬ 
ing  the  Baron  du  Mefnil ,  believing  with 
the  reft  of  the  World  that  the  Count  had 
been  killed  in  Germany . 

The  Baronefs  afterwards  faid  to  me, 
I  fhould  have  known  you  in  your  In¬ 
fancy,  if  your  Nurfe  had  not  difguifed 
your  Sex  to  me,  becaufe  your  Features 
even  then  recalled  to  my  Memory  thofe 
of  the  Count  j  and  that  I  knew  per¬ 
fectly  the  Woman  to  be  the  fame  to 
whom  I  confided  you  at  your  Birth  ; 
but  I  durft  never  attempt  to  afk  her  whe¬ 
ther  you  were  alive  •,  it  was  not  till  her 
Death  that  I  was  informed  of  all.  5Tis 
now  four  or  five  Years  fince,  that  hav¬ 
ing  fallen  dangeroufly  ill,  fhe  fent  to 
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tell  me,  that  fhe  wifhed  to  fpeak  to 
me  in  private.  The  Baron  du  Mefnil , 
who  was  then  alive,  conduced  me  to 
her  ;  and  waited  above  an  Hour  in  the 
Coach,  whilft  this  good  Woman  related 
to  me  the  Hiftory  of  your  Birth,  which 
I  knew  at  leaft  as  well  as  herfelf.  But 
when  fhe  informed  me  that  her  Daugh¬ 
ter  being  dead,  fhe  had  taken  you  in 
her  Place,  and  brought  you  up  under 
my  Eyes  as  fuch,  judge  of  my  Afto- 
nifhment.  It  equalled  the  Agony  I  felt, 
when  fhe  told  me  afterwards  in  what 
Manner  your  Father  had  been  killed  al- 
moft  at  the  Gate  of  the  Caftle  du  Mef 
nth  by  the  Baron  himfelf.  I  was  im¬ 
moveable,  and  almofl  without  Senti¬ 
ments,  whilft  fne  gave  this  cruel  Detail  ; 
and  I  had  fcarce  Strength  to  hold  out 
my  Hand  to  her,  to  receive  the  Porte - 
feuille  of  the  Count,  in  which,  befides 
his  own  Writings,  I  faw  fome  Letters 
which  I  had  fent  to  him. 

The  Baron,  who  waited  with  Impa¬ 
tience  for  me  at  the  Door,  was  fome- 
thing  furprized  to  fee  me  return  in  the 
Situation  I  was  in.  Happily  the  me- 
lancholly  Duty  I  had  been  paying  to 
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this  good  Woman,  appeared  to  him  the 
cnly  Caufe  of  my  Emotion.  I  did  not 
return  one  Word  to  the  Complaints  he 
made  of  the  Length  of  my  V  ifit ;  and 
I  could  not  caft  my  Eyes  upon  him 
without  fhivering  with  Horror.  He 
was  my  Hufband,  but  he  was  alfo  the 
Affaffm  of  the  Man  to  whom  I  had 
given  my  Faith.  Whatever  Efforts  I 
made  to  conceal  from  him  my  Unea- 
finefs,  and  the  invincible  Averfion  I  had 
for  him,  he  perceived  it  ;  and  if  he 
had  not  died  almoft  as  loon  as  the  Nurfe, 
we  muft  inevitably  have  lived  very  ill 
together  ;  but  happily  for  me  he  was 
ftruck  with  a  mortal  Diforder,  and  had 
only  Time  to  regulate  the  Affairs  of  his 
Confcience. 

This  fudden  Stroke  of  Heaven  touch¬ 
ed  me;  but  inftead  of  being  moved 
with  my  Tears,  the  laft  Words  that  he 
addreffed  to  me  were,  to  felicitate  me 
upon  my  approaching  Liberty,  and  to 
complain  of  my  Behaviour  to  him.  The 
Baronefs  here  ceafed  to  fpeak,  and  I  ad- 
dreffed  myfelf  to  her  thus  :  Madam, 
Laid  I,  I  look  upon  the  Happinefs  of 
knowing  you  to  be  my  Mother,  as  the 
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greateft  that  could  have  happened  to 
me.  You  may  difpofe  of  me  more  ab- 
folulely  than  if  all  human  Laws  fub- 
mitted  me  to  your  Power ;  and  the  firfl: 
Favour  that  I  prefume  to  beg  of  you,  in 
the  Quality  of  a  Son,  is  to  permit  me 
to  remain  always  with  you.  She  was 
tranfported  to  fee  me  have  that  Defign, 
and  told  me  that  her’s  was  to  attach  me 
fo  ftrongly  to  her,  that  the  knowing  her 
fhould  not  prove  fruitlefs  to  me.  She 
declared  to  me,  that  fhe  wifhed  to  unite 
me  to  Lucilia ,  to  whom  fhe  defired  me 
never  to  communicate  what  fhe  had  in¬ 
formed  me  of,  not  even  after  our  Mar¬ 
riage,  if  fne  fhould  make  it  fucceed. 

She  founded  the  young  Dowager  up¬ 
on  that  Head,  and  fhe  confeffed  to  her 
that  fhe  had  the  lame  Inclinations,  and 
that  flie  fhould  be  pleafed  with  having 
her  little  Sifter  for  her  Hufband  :  But 
that  the  Thing  appeared  impoffible  to 
her,  as  her  Family,  who  had  fo  great 
an  Intereft  in  her  not  marrying  again, 
would  certainly  difpute  upon  my  Inca¬ 
pacity  of  fie  wing  Proofs  of  my  Name, 
my  Family,  my  Quality,  and  my  Coun¬ 
try.  The  Baronefs  told  her,  that  ef¬ 
fectively 
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festively  fhe  forefaw  Difficulties  on  that 
Head  ;  but  that  fhe  believed  I  fhould 
eafily  find  Methods  to  obviate  them, 
when  it  was  come  to  that  Crifis. 

I  was  admitted  into  their  little  Conn- 
fels,  and  gave  a  thoufand  tender  Thanks 
to  Lucilia  for  the  Goodnefs  fhe  expref- 
fed  to  me.  To  anfwer  the  Difficulties 
that  they  propofed  to  me,  I  told  them 
that  I  only  required  their  Permiffion  to 
make  a  Journey  to  Paris ,  that  1  would 
engage  fome  of  the  Friends  that  I  had 
there  to  let  me  pafs  for  their  Relation, 
and  revive  in  me  fome  extinft  Branch 
of  their  Family  ;  that,  together  with 
this,  I  might  buy  a  Poft  in  the  Houf- 
hold,  which  would  put  me  upon  a  Foot¬ 
ing  that  might  prevent  the  Relations  of 
Lucilia  from  oppofing  my  Happinefs. 
They  applauded  my  Defign,  and  I  pre¬ 
pared  immediately  for  my  Departure,  in 
order  to  execute  it. 

I  had  no  great  Treafure  left,  and  I 
could  depend  only  upon  the  Friendfhip 
of  the  Chevalier,  who  had  made  me  a 
thoufand  Offers  of  Service.  I  expecled 
that  he  would  be  my  Security,  for  what 
4  I  might 
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I  might  take  up.  I  did  not  however 
put  him  to  this  Trial,  as  the  Baronefs, 
when  die  wifhed  me  a  good  Journey, 
put  into  my  Chaife  a  ftrong  Box,  in 
which  I  found  forty  thoufand  Livres  in 
Gold,  and  in  Bills  of  Exchange. 

My  Abfence  had  appeared  very  long 
to  the  Chevalier.  I  found  him  in  De- 
fpair  at  not  having  heard  from  his  Sifter. 
He  would  abfolutely  go  in  Search  of  her 
himfelf  amongft  the  Savages.  It  was 
not  without  great  Difficulty  that  I  pro- 
mifed  him  that  I  would  accompany  him, 
it  there  was  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of 
it.  As  foon  as  he  knew  my  approach¬ 
ing  Marriage,  and  what  brought  me 
to  Paris ,  he  went  with  me  to  Ver- 
failes ,  where  he  foon  procured  me  an 
Employment  capable  of  dazzling  the 
Eyes  of  the  whole  Province  \  but  then 
the  Purchafe  of  it,  I  muft  own,  coft: 
me  almoft  all  my  Finances.  I  caufed 
liveries  to  be  made  for  me  the  fame  as 
the  Chevalier,  and  a  magnificent  Equi¬ 
page  to  appear  in  at  Monneville  ;  an 
Equipage  id  rich,  and  fo  fplendid,  that 
like  that  of  Phaeton ,  it  was  fufficient 

alone 
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alone  to  make  Envy  filent,  or  more  pro¬ 
perly  to  excite  it. 

A  certain  Air  of  Grandeur  and  Opu¬ 
lence  impofes  infinitely  upon  the  Pro¬ 
vincials.  All  my  Vaffals  were  for  feve- 
ral  Days  under  Arms,  and  I  recom- 
penfed  their  Zeal  with  Generofity.  No¬ 
thing  was  fpoke  of  but  the  Count  de 
Monneville  \  they  did  not  fo  much  as 
reflect,  that  I  was  to  have  any  other 
Name.  I  made  my  Vifits  immediately 
in  great  State,  and  they  were  received 
by  me  in  as  elegant  a  Manner  as  they 
would  have  been  by  the  Governor  of 
the  Province.  My  whole  Converfation 
was  of  the  Lords  of  the  Court,  and  I 
ftrove  to  infinuate  that  no  bodyhad  more 
Credit  there  than  I  had.  To  another,  I 
laid,  that  this  Country  pleafed  me,  that 
I  fhould  buy  and  build  there.  I  afled 
this  Part  with  regret,  but  it  was  neceffary 
to  me.  The  Relations  of  Lucilia ,  daz¬ 
zled  like  the  reft  with  my  fplendid  Ap¬ 
pearance,  thought  themfelves  too  happy 
that  I  condefcended  to  enter  into  their 
Family,  upon  which  they  flattered  them¬ 
felves  that  I  fhould  attract  the  gracious 
Influences  of  Verfailes , 
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Vv  e  did  not,  however,  think  it  pro¬ 
per  to  Jet  the  Tiling  cool;  whilft  the 

Cure  of  Monneville  propofed  my  Hand 
to  Liictlia ,  who  feigning  a  Surprize  defir- 
ed  Time  to  confider  upon  it :  I  vifited 
her  Relations,  and  follicited  their  Suf¬ 
frages  with  an  Air  of  Politenefs,  and  yet 
with  that  Confidence  which  tliofe  have 
who  do  not  fear  a  Refufal.  My  Pre- 
tcnfions  did  not  difpleafe  them.  I  feign¬ 
ed  that,  on  my  Side,  I  muft  have  the 
Approbation  of  fome  Relations  that  I 
had  at  Paris  ;  and  I  writ  to  the  Cheva¬ 
lier,  that  I  defired  him  to  perform  the 
Promife  he  had  made  me,  to  come  to 
my  Marriage  as  a  Relation,  with  two 
of  our  mutual  Friends,  whom  I  had  en¬ 
gaged  to  be  of  the  Party. 

They  came  all  three  fo  magnificently 
drefifed,  and  with  fo  great  a  Train,  that 
by  endeavouring  to  do  me  Honour,  they 
would  have  difcovered  our  innocent  De¬ 
ceit,  if  there  had  been  any  Genealogift 
in  the  Country,  fince  making  a  Figure 
as  Men  of  the  firft  Quality,  the  Cheva¬ 
lier  always  called  me  Brother,  and  the 
others  their  Coufin.  I  explained  to  the 
Ladies  this  pretended  Fraternity,  by  in¬ 
forming 
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forming  them  that  the  Chevalier  had 
never  called  me  otherwife  fince  we  had 
known  each  other,  having  had  a  Defign 
to  marry  me  to  a  Sifter  he  had  in  New- 
France. 

The  Nuptials  were  celebrated  at  Gan- 
deron ,  with  a  Pomp  and  Magnificence 
that  they  had  not  been  accuftomed  to 
fee  in  that  Part  of  the  World.  We  de¬ 
parted  fome  few  Days  after,  all  together 
to  Paris  to  pafs  the  Winter  there  ;  the 
Baronefs,  my  Mother,  fell  ill  •  and  as 
there  are  not  Phyficians  in  great  Plenty 
there,  fhe  had  very  near  loft  her  Life. 
This  rendered  that  City  fo  odious  to  the 
two  Ladies,  that  they  conjured  me  to 
carry  them  back  into  the  Country. 

f 

I  had  alfo  fo  true  a  Tafte  of  that  Life 
of  Tranquility  which  I  palled  with  them 
in  the  Province,  that  I  was  foon  tired 
of  my  Employment.  I  defired  the  Che¬ 
valier  to  difpofe  of  it  for  me,  and  to 
obtain  the  Permiflion  of  the  Court.  He 
did  me  that  Service  very  willingly,  up¬ 
on  Condition  that  I  fhould  make  a  Voy¬ 
age  to  Canada ,  as  I  had  promifed  him. 
It  was  in  vain  that  I  had  endeavoured 

to 
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to  excufe  myfelf,  and  reprefented  to  him 
the  Repugnance  that  Madame  de  Mon - 
neville  would  have  to  confent  to  it,  it 
was  impoffible  to  refill  his  Perfections, 
he  even  carried  them  fo  far  as  to  procure 
an  Order  for  my  going  there  from  the 
King  himfelf,  by  the  Hand  of  Monfieur 
Pont  char  trains  who,  to  oblige  me  to 
it  Hill  more  inevitably,  ordered  the 
Price  of  my  Charge  to  be  put  in  Trull, 
not  to  be  delivered  to  me  till  my  Re¬ 
turn.  I  faw  plainly  that  I  mull  abfolute- 
ly  buy  my  Repofe  by  .this  lafl  Step  ;  I 
refolved  upon  it  therefore,  againil  the 
Sentiments  of  Lucilia ,  who,  to  difap- 
point  the  Voyage,  would  willingly  have 
abandoned  our  Money  to  the  Depofi- 
tory. 

Before  our  Departure,  the  Chevalier 
made  a  large  Provifion  of  all  that  I  told 
him  would  be  fuitable  for  the  Prefents 
he  defigned  to  make  to  the  Subjedls  of 
the  Sakgame  his  Siller ;  he  unfurnifhed 
feveral  Shops  of  Gunfmiths,  Glafs- fellers, 
Ironmongers,  and  other  Trades,  not  to 
mention  the  Toys  ol  the  Palais .  I  am 
certain  he  carried  off  above  the  Value  of 

ten 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene.  1 9  r 

ten  thoufand  Crowns  in  thofe  trifling 
Wares. 

As  we  came  through  Amboife ,  our 
Poft-Chaife  overturned  >  I  came  off  with 
fome  flight  Contufions  on  the  Head,  but 
the  Chevalier  broke  his  Arm.  An  Apo¬ 
thecary,  who  was  in  the  Place,  not  be¬ 
ing  willing  to  undertake  the  letting  of 
it,  we  were  obliged  to  fend  for  a  Sur¬ 
geon  from  Tours  ;  we  had  no  Time  to 
lofe  •,  our  Merchandizes  were  embarked 
at  Nantes,  and  they  waited  only  for  a 
favourable  Wind  to  let  lail .  It  was  im- 
poflible  to  think  of  expofing  the  Che¬ 
valier  to  the  Fatigues  of  the  Sea,  in  the 
Condition  he  was  in  ;  I  advifed  him  to 
ftay  at  Amboife  till  he  was  perfectly  re¬ 
covered,  and  let  me  continue  the  Route, 
affuring  him,  that  il  I  made  the  Voyage 
alone,  I  could  perform  it  in  much  lei's 
Time  than  if  he  was  with  me.  He  de¬ 
livered  me,  therefore,  my  Letters  of 
Credence,  and  1  parted  from  him. 

When  I  arrived  at  Quebec ,  I  was  in¬ 
formed,  by  the  Intendant,  and  at  the 
Recolet  s,  that  upon  our  Letters  from 
Paris  they  had  taken  all  poliible  Me¬ 
thods 
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thods  to  difcover  what  was  become  of 
Mademoifelle  du  Clos ,  without  any  Per- 
fon’s  having  been  able  to  find  her  out, 
tho’  they  had  her  fought  after  by  the 
Miffionaries,  and  by  the  Soldiers  whom 
they  had  fent  to  the  Places  which  we 
defcribed.  I  was  obliged,  therefore,  to 
refolve  upon  continuing  my  Voyage, 
without  knowing  myfelf  that  I  fhould 
find  her  where  I  had  left  her.  I  loaded 
upon  feveral  Canoes  the  Bales  and  the 
Cafes  deftined  for  her  little  Court,  and 
I  embarked  for  Montreal ,  where  I  pro- 
pofed  to  leave  them,  rather  than  run 
the  Hazard  of  carrying  them  at  an 
Uncertainty  fo  long  and  fo  difficult  a 
Way. 

Before  I  went  farther  myfelf  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  wait  fome  Days  there,  inftead 
of  rifking,  perhaps  in  vain,  the  mofi:  fa¬ 
tiguing  Part  of  the  Journey.  Whilft  I 
refted  there,  I  fent  two  very  intelligent 
Men,  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
Route,  to  the  Fort  where  I  had  refided, 
with  Letters  for  the  Perfons  to  whom  I 
had  fold  my  Habitation ;  not  doubting 
but  the  young  Man  that  I  had  known 
there  ftill  kept  up  fome  Commerce  with 
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the  Sakgame  whom  I  had  made  known 
to  them,  and  could  inform  me  concern¬ 
ing  her. 

Whilft  I  waited  for  their  Return  I 
had  long  and  frequent  Conferences  with 
the  Abbefs  of  Notre-Bame  at  Montreal . 
I  was  defired  to  fee  her  by  one  of  her 
Relations,  who  was  a  Friend  of  the  Che¬ 
valier’s.  She  was  a  Religieufe  worn  by 
Infirmities,  who,  with  a  Zeal  beyond 
all  Example,  had  fupported  the  moft 
dreadful  Fatigues,  to  carry  the  Light  of 
Faith  amongft  the  moft  favage  Nations, 
where  .fhe  had  feen  two  of  her  Nieces, 
who  followed  her  every  where,  feized 
and  torn  to  Pieces  by  thefe  furious  Cate¬ 
chumens.  She  was  called,  as  I  remem¬ 
ber,  Bourgeois ;  fhe  was  of  a  noble  Fa¬ 
mily  in  Champagne ,  and  had  been  the 
hrft  Abbefs  of  her  Convent. 

I  remember  that  this  pious  Lady  fhed 
a  Torrent  of  Tears,  when  I  read  to  her 
the  Anfwer  that  I  received  as  to  Made- 
moifelle  du  Clos.  It  was  writ  by  the 
Hand  of  that  young  Man  who  had  ac¬ 
companied  me  to  the  Hurons^  and  it 
was  conceived  in  thefe  Terms : 

Vol.  II.  K  cc  You 
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“  You  have  made  a  long  Voyage  in 
“  vain,  if  you  come  only  in  fearch  of 
“  Mademoifelle  du  Clos.  The  Autho- 
“  rity  of  the  King,  by  whofe  Com- 
“  mand  it  is  faid  you  are  come,  is  of  no 
“  Force  with  her;  laid  in  the  Grave,  fhe 
“  no  longer  acknowledges  any  mortal 
“  Power.  This  incomparable  Woman 
**  did  not  long  furvive  your  Departure 
“  from  this  Countiy.  Her  Death  has 
“  been  fatal  to  many  Perfons,  and  would 
“  have  proved  fo  to  me,  if  it  had  been 
«  recent  when  I  was  laft  in  that  Canton 
“  of  the  Uarons  where  die  reigned.  The 
“  French  whom  you  faw  with  her,  to 
“  the  Number  of  Twenty-five,  were 
“  the  greateft  Part  of  them  facrificed 
«  upon  her  Tomb.  ’Tis  thought  that 
“  fhe  forefaw  thefe  melancholly  Effects 
“  of  the  Love  they  bore  her ;  as  during 
her  Sicknefs,  fhe  fent  feveral  of  them 
“  into  thefe  Parts  upon  different  Pre- 
»'•  texts.  They  fay,  that  amongft  the 
reft  fhe  would  have  done  that  Service 
«  to  her  Mifiionary,  and  that  fhe  had 
<c  charged  him  with  feveral  Letters  for 
.«  you  and  for  her  Family  ;  but  that,  as 
«  he  refufed  to  abandon  her  whilft  there 
“  was  any  Hope  of  her  Recovery,  he 
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“  departed  too  late.  It  is  fuppofed  that 
“  he  was  fetched  back  again  and  killed, 
“  for  he  has  never  appeared.  This  is  not 
“  all,  Monlieur  ;  eight  of  the  moil  aniia- 
“  ble  young  Women  who  were  about 
“  her,  refolved  alfo  to  follow  her  into  die 
“  other  World,  to  ferve  her  and  keep 
“  her  Company  :  The  Sakgame  in  vain 
“  conjured  them  to  renounce  fuch  de- 
“  tellable  Maxims,  but  (lie  could  not 
“  prevail ;  for  as  fhe  was  expiring,  fhe 
“  heard  thofe  who  would  not  furvive 
<c  her,  regulating  their  Affairs  to  go  to 
“  the  other  World,  as  we  would  do  in 
“  this  to  take  a  Journey  of  fifty  Leagues. 
“  What  Ihe  thought  the  befi  fine  could 
“  do,  in  her  laft  Moments,  for  thefe 
“  unhappy  faithful  Women,  was,  that 
“  fhe  allured  them  that  in  the  Country 
“  of  the  Dead,  fhe  would  receive  none 
“  into  her  Company  but  thofe  who  were 
“  Chriftians  as  fhe  was.  This  engaged 
“  many  who  had  not  already  embraced 
“  the  Faith,  to  have  themfelves  folemn- 
“  ly  baptized  before  they  died.  Since 
“  that  Time,  Monfieur,  there  does  hot 
“  pafs  a  Day  without  feveral  of  the  Sa- 
vages  going  to  fmoak  upon  her  Grave, 
“  and  alking  her  with  a  loud  Voice,  if 
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“  flie  ftands  in  need  of  any  thing.  It 
“  was  perhaps  the  Zeal  and  Affedfion 
“  with  which  I  performed  this  Cere- 
“  mony,  that  faved  me  from  being  a 
“  Sacrifice.  They  were  pleafed  with 
“  me  for  it,  and  particularly  appeared 
“  enchanted  with  my  Tendernefs,  when 
“  they  faw  me  lay  upon  her  Grave  my 
“  Money,  my  Sword,  my  Knife,  and 
“  all  the  little  Toys  I  had  about  me, 
“  promifing  them  to  come  frequently 
“  to  offer  fuch  Prefents  to  her.  If  you 
“  have  the  leaft  Doubt,  Monlleur,  of 
“  what  I  relate  to  you,  take  a  fufficient 
“  Efcort,  and  I  will  accompany  you  to 
“  the  very  Place.” 

I  do  not  believe  *tis  poffible  to  be 
more  touched  than  I  was,  when  I  heard 
this  News  and  the  Accounts  that  were 
given  me  by  the  two  Men  who  brought 
k.  They  told  me,  that  this  valuable 
Woman  was  not  lefs  beloved  by  the 
French  than  by  the  Savages  ;  and  that 
in  all  the  Families  to  which  {  had  fent, 
there  was  not  a  Perfbn  who  could  men¬ 
tion  her  without  Tears  in  their  Eyes. 
All  that  Mademoifelle  du  Clos  had  faid 
to  me  of  the  Attachment  that  the  Hu¬ 
ron, s 
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Tons  had  for  her,  did  not  fuffer  me  to 
doubt  a  Moment  of  the  Truth  of  what 
I  heard.  I  was  tempted  a  thoufand 
times  to  fend  to  fo  grateful  a  People  all 
the  Prefents  that  I  had  brought  for  them  •, 
and  I  fhould  certainly  have  done  fo,  if 
the  Effects  iiad  belonged  to  me.  But  I 
knew  not  whether  the  Chevalier  would 
approve  of  it ;  and  I  exchanged  them 
all  for  Skins,  which  were  of  no  Service 
to  him  notwithftanding,  fince  the  Vef- 
fel,  on  which  I  embarked  to  return  into 
France ,  was  attacked  near  the  great 
Bank  of  Newfoundland ,  and  taken  by 
the  Enghjh. 

I 

( 

We  were  conveyed  to  Bojlon  in  New 
England.  Two  Paflfengers,  who  were 
taken  Prifoners  with  me,  hinted  to  the 
Captain  that  I  mud  be  a  Man  of  DP 
ftindtion,  fince  I  was  known  to  Louis 
the  XI \  tn,  and  came  by  his  Orders  in¬ 
to  Canada.  This  obliged  the  EngliJJj 
to  treat  me  fevcrely,  putting  me  upon 
the  moft  laborious  Talks ;  and  when  I 
could  fuppcrt  them  no  longer,  Jetting 
me  repofe  myfeif  m  a  noifome  Dungeon. 
They  ufed  me  in  this  Manner  to  con- 
ftrain  me  to  redeem  myfeif  by  a  Ran- 
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fom  of  a  hundred  thoufand  Livres, 
which  they  had  the  Infolence  to  demand 
of  me,  and  of  the  Gentleman  who  was 
with  me. 

The  Captain  of  the  VefTel  that  you 
have  taken,  bought  us  there  as  Slaves 
are  bought,  in  Hopes  doubtlefs  of  gain¬ 
ing  more  than  the  Price  that  we  coft 
him.  He  has  forced  us  along  with  him, 
above  a  Year,  to  Jamaica  and  upon  the 
Coafts  of  Africa .  We  wifhed  that  he 
might  have  carried  us  into  England , 
hccaufe  he  would  have  found  there  Peo¬ 
ple  who  are  acquainted  with  all  the  great 
Families  in  France ,  and  who  would  have 
undeceived  him  upon  our  Account.  But, 
Thanks  to  Heaven  !  our  Ranfom  is  now 
paid  ;  for  I  have  not  the  leaft  Imagina¬ 
tion,  that  you  will  fet  a  Price  upon  the 
liberty  that  you  have  procured  for  us. 
We  have  all  the  Gratitude  for  it  that  is 
poffible,  and  that  is  all  that  a  generous 
Heart  demands. 

The  End  of  the  Fifth  Book. 
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Chevalier  de  Beauchene. 


The  Continuation  of  the  Hiftcry 
of  the  Chevalier  de  Beauci-iene. 


BOOK  VI. 


He  meets  two  Englilh  Vejfels  appointed 
to  guard  the  Coafts ,  who  take  him  Pri- 
foner .  P o  recover  his  Liberty  he  forms 
a  Project,  which  fails  of  Succefs .  He 
is  put  afhore  with  his  Companions  at 
;  the  Foot  of  a  Rock  in  the  Defarts  of 
Guinea,  where  they  are  left  without 
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Provifions ,  and  without  Arms.  After 
running  through  a  thoufand  D angers , 
Beauchene,  with  two  of  his  Compa¬ 
nions,  arrives  at  Cape  Coaft,  where 
he  falls  again  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Captain  who  took  him  before .  He  is 
JJjut  up  in  a  Dungeon ,  and  afterwards 
Jet  at  Liberty .  He  is  conveyed  to 
judda,  where  he  is  kindly  received  by 
Monfieur  de  Chamois,  Governor  of 
the  b  rench  Fort,  who  engages  him  in 
an  Attempt  to  ravage  the  Princes* 
I  Band.  A  Detail  of  that  Expedition » 
Several  Defcents  made  by  Beauchene 
upon  the  Coafls  of  Brafil.  The  Sei¬ 
zure  of  a  Captain  cf  one  of  the  Guar  da 
Coaftas .  A  Price  fet  upon  the  Head 
of  the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene  by  the 
Governor  of  Rio  Janeiro.  He  takes  a 
conjiderable  Prize.  The  Valour  cf  the 
Portuguefe.  He,  accompanied  by  fe¬ 
ver  al  other  Privateers,  join  the  Troops 
commanded  by  Monfieur  Caffart.  They 
go  to  ravage  Montferrat,  The  Confe¬ 
rences  of  that  Expedition . 
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LL  my  Privateers  were  fo 
charmed  with  the  Hiftory 
of  Monneville ,  that  they 
allured  him  they  would 
willingly  confent  that  we 
fhould  return  diredtly  to  Senegal ,  and 
even  to  the  Canaries ,  from  whence  it 
would  be  eafy  for  him  to  return  into 
France  through  Spain.  Nevertheless* 
after  this  firft  Emotion  of  Kindnefs,  a 
Council  was  held  upon  this  Subject,  and 
it  was  judged  to  be  more  proper  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  cruize  upon  the  Coafts  of  Afri¬ 
ca  for  fome  Time,  that  we  might  meet 
with  fome  other  Prize,  and  then  go  to 
fell  them  together  at  St.  Domingo ,  where 
he  would  not  fail  of  Opportunities  of 
returning  to  France ,  or  to  Cadiz ,  in 
cafe  we  made  any  considerable  Capture. 

We  were  near  a  Month  without  meet¬ 
ing  any  thing ;  after  which,  about  the 
Height  of  Boufaut ,  we  difeovered  two 
Englijh  Ships.  I  took  them  at  firft 
to  be  Merchant  Ships,  and  did  not 
know  them  to  be  Men  of  War,  Station¬ 
ed  upon  the  Coaft,  till  they  came  up  to 
us.  I  tacked  about  immediately  to  have 
avoided  them,  but  one  of  the  two,  a 

fine 
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fine  light  Frigate,  of  forty  Guns  and 
three  hundred  Men,  came  up  with  us, 
after  a  Chace  of  twelve  Hours.  We 
defended  ourfelves  from  Midnight,  when 
we  were  attacked,  till  Ten  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing,  always  upon  the  Retreat.  ,  I  was 
obliged  then  to  ftrike  in  fpite  of  myfelf, 
our  Veflel  being  fo  difabled  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  work  her.  The  fecond 
Englifo  Ship,  named  the  Carbuncle ,  of 
fifty  Guns,  came  up  to  us  after  the 
Combat,  and  we  were  put  on  board  of 
her. 

There  were  already  a  great  deal  of 
good  Company  in  her  Hold,  and  a- 
mongft  the  reft  near  three  hundred 
French ,  who  had  been  taken  in  th zCrffar 
Corfair  of  Nantes ,  commanded  by  the 
valiant  Captain  Cazaliy  a  Creolian  of  67. 
Chrifiopher  s .  I  had  feen  him  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  when  he  knew  that  it  was  I 
that  they  were  putting  in  Irons,  he  came 
to  rrjake  me  his  Compliment  of  Con¬ 
dolence.  As  to  himfelf,  he  was  at  full 
Liberty  in  the  Englijh  Ship  •  he  eat  with 
the  Officers,  and  was  a  Party  in  all  their 
AmufemenCs. 

For 
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For  fear  of  a  Sicknefs,  and  for  our  Ne- 
ceffities,  we  were  permitted  to  come  up¬ 
on  the  Deck  two  at  a  Time,  and  take 
the  Air  there.  I  was  always  there  with 
Monneville ,  and  as  neither  we  nor  Mon- 
fieur  Cazali  had  yielded  to  the  Englijh 
without  having  made  a  great  Havock 
amongft  them,  we  remarked  that  there 
were  fewer  Men  in  the  Carbuncle  than 
there  were  Prifoners.  We  imparted  this 
Obfervation  to  the  few  Privateers  that 
were  remaining,  and  in  Concert  with 
them  we  began  to  excite  the  French  to 
revolt.  I  reprefented  to  them,  that  no¬ 
thing  was  more  eafy  than  to  make  our- 
felves  Mafters  of  the  Veffel,  if  we  at¬ 
tacked  the  Company  by  Night,  and  in 
a  proper  manner-,  that  after  this  we 
might  eafily  retake  our  own  Veffels,  and 
perhaps  the  Englijh  Frigate. 

The  Love  of  Liberty  animated  them 
all  as  much  as  it  did  me  but  they  found 
the  Difficulty  of  recovering  it  much 
greater  than  I  reprefented  it.  By  run¬ 
ning  through  continual  Dangers  a  Priva¬ 
teer  accuftoms  himfelf  to  think  them  lefs 
than  they  really  are*  and  to  defpife  them. 
It  is  not  the  fame  with  all  other  Soldiers. 

Our 
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Our  greateft  Embarrafe  was,  that  we 
had  no  Arms.  I  told  them  upon  that 
Head,  that  if  Monfieur  de  Cazali  would 
not  affift  us  to  get  them  by  Surprize,  I 
would  take  upon  myfelf  to  furnifti  them 
with  them,  being  fatisfied  I  could  break 
open  the  Cheft  of  Arms  when  we  were 
upon  the  Deck. 

When  they  had  all  given  me  their 
Word  of  Honour,  I  communicated  our 
Defign  to  Monfieur  Cazaliy  who  ap¬ 
proved  it*,  but  when  I  told  him,  that 
the  Succefs  depended  more  upon  him 
than  us,  and  that  we  could  do  nothing 
unlefs  he  procured  us  the  Keys  of  the 
Cheft  of  Arms,,  which  it  would  be  eafy 
for  him  to  get  in  the  Night,  by  ftabbing 
the  Man  who  kept  them:  My  dear 
Chevalier,  faid  he  to  me,  preffing  me 
by  the  Hand,  I  will  keep  your  Secret, 
becaufe  I  don’t  think  myfelf  obliged  to 
reveal  it,  but  I  cannot  be  of  your  Par¬ 
ty.  What  is  Addrefs  and  Courage  in 
you,  in  me  will  be  Perfidy  and  Bafe- 
nefs.  As  a  French  Man  I  wifh  you  may 
iueceed,  and  as  a  Man  of  Honour  I  can¬ 
not  betray  an  Enemy,  who  fpares  my 
Life,  and  trufts  his  with  me. 


I  can- 
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I  cannot  blame  you,  returned  I  to 
Monfieur  Cazali ,  however  prejudicial 
your  Delicacy  is  to  us.  Keep  our  Se¬ 
cret  then  ;  I  will  not  abandon  my  En- 
terprize,  tho5  the  Event,  which  you 
might  render  infallible,  becomes  doubt¬ 
ful  without  your  Affifta  nee. 

Every  one  knows,  that  during  the 
Night  one  half  of  the  Ship’s  Crew 
watch,  and  that  they  relieve  each  other 
every  four  Hours  ^  we  choofe  the  midft 
of  one  of  thefe  Watches  to  ftrike  our 
Blow.  There  were  about  half  a  Dozen 
Privateers  who  had  found  Means,  as  I 
had  done,  to  get  off  their  Irons  ;  I  had 
more  Dependance  upon  them  than  all 
the  reft.  When  the  appointed  Hour 
was  come,  I  took  one  of  the  ftrongeft, 
with  whom  going  upon  Deck,  at  Two 
in  the  Morning,  as  if  to  breathe  a  little 
Air,  we  threw  down  the  Scuttles,  into 
the  Hold,  the  two  Sentinels  who  guard¬ 
ed  us,  and  theys  were  immediately 
ftifled.  After  this  I  feized  upon  a  large 
Iron  Crow,  with  which  I  broke  open 
the  Cheft  of  Arms  at  the  fecond  Blow. 


The 
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The  great  Noife  that  I  made  by  this 
undid  us.  The  fudden  Alarm  that  this 
gave  in  the  Veffel  had  two  bad  Effeds 
for  us  ;  it  awaken’d  the  Englijh ,  who 
put  themfelves  in  a  Pofture  of  Defence, 
and  terrified  the  French  who  remained 
in  the  Hold,  and  who,  not  daring  to 
come  out,  let  forty  or  fifty  of  us,  who 
had  mounted  the  firft,  be  overpowered 
by  Numbers.  What  compleated  our 
Defeat  was,  that  after  we  had  killed  a- 
bout  twenty  of  the  Englijh ,  amongft 
whom  was  their  Captain-Lieutenant,  I 
received  feveral  Blows  upon  the  Head, 
which  ftunned  me,  and  threw  me  back¬ 
wards  amongft  the  Crowd.  All  my 
Privateers  were  treated  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  fo  that  there  being  no  Perfon  to 
command,  nor  to  lead  on  the  French 
who  were  remaining,  we  yielded  up  the 
Vidtory  to  the  Englijh .  Thus  when 
Monneville  came  up  from  the  Hold, 
where  I  had  fent  him,  to  conjure  the 
French  not  to  abandon  us,  he  found 
only  a  Handful  defending  themfelves, 
whom  he  advifed  to  retire  with  the  reft, 
rather  than  throw  away  their  Lives  thus 
fruitlefly. 

As 
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As  foon  as  it  was  Day,  the  Officers  of 
both  the  Veffels  affembled  on  board  the 
Carbuncle ,  and  the  Refult  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  War  that  was  held  upon  our  Ac¬ 
count  was,  that  all  the  Prifoners  Ihould 
be  feparated,  divided  into  the  four  Vef- 
fels,  and  laid  in  Irons,  and  that  the  Au¬ 
thors  of  the  Revolt  Ihould  be  hanged  at 
the  Yards.  They  were  foon  difcovered, 
and  I  was  named  to  aft  that  foolilh 
Part,  with  Monneville  and  three  of  the 
Privateers. 

We  mull  inevitably  have  buffered  that 
infamous  Death  but  for  Monfieur  Ca- 
zali ,  who  reprefented  ftrongly  to  our 
Judges  the  Confequences  of  fuch  a  Sen¬ 
tence,  which,  in  faft,  was  contrary  to 
the  Laws  of  Nations,  and  thofe  of  War, 
as  he  convinced  them  by  their  own 
Articles ;  fince  it  is  always  permitted  to 
Prifoners  to  efcape  if  it  was  in  their 
Power,  as  it  is  to  a  Bird  to  fly  from  its 
Cage  if  it  is  not  kept  lhut.  In  fine,  he 
harangued  them  fo  pathetically,  that  he 
faved  us  from  the  Rope  by  the  Force  of 
his  Eloquence. 


But 
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But  the  Englijh ,  who  were  unwilling 
we  fhould  lofe  by  it,  refolved  within 
themfelves  to  make  us  ample  Retribu¬ 
tion.  They  prepared  themfelves  for  it 
at  Leifure,  and  fixed  at  length  upon  a 
Method  of  deftroying  us  as  certain,  but 
more  excufable.  They  fet  us  afhore  not 
long  after  in  the  Defarts  of  Guinea ,  at 
the  Foot  of  a  fteep  Rock  the  Evening 
before  Shrove-^'uefday^  in  the  Year  17 1 1, 
where  they  left  us  without  Provifions, 
without  Arms,  and  each  of  us  covered 
only  with  an  old  Shirt  of  blue  Linnen. 
I  remember  when  we  were  going  down 
into  the  Long* Boat,  where  thirty  Sol¬ 
diers  well  armed  waited  to  efcort  us* 
Monfieur  Cazali  faid,  holding  out  his 
Hand  to  me.  Adieu,  my  poor  Cheva¬ 
lier,  thy  Bufinefs  is  done  ;  if  thou 
efcapelt  the  Paws  of  the  Lions,  it  will 
be  to  die  with  Hunger,  or  elfe  to  ap- 
peafe  that  of  the  Negroes  ♦,  recommend 
thy  Soul  to  God,  my  Friend. 

Don’t  give  yourfelf  any  Concern,  Mon¬ 
fieur,  replied  I,  if  thefe  Negroes  are 
fierce  and  vulgar,  we  fhall  tame  them 
and  ennoble  them.  Jn  my  own  Parti¬ 
cular,  I  will  People  this  Savage  Land 

with 
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with  Chevaliers.  This  was  on  my  Part 
entirely  Rhodomontade.  I  was  like 
thofe  obftinate  infolent  Children,  who 
when  they  are  deprived  of  any  Toy 
that  they  like,  fay  they  are  tired  of  it. 
I  was  very  fenfible  that  being  at  a  great 
Diftance  from  Cape  Coaft ,  and  ftifl  far¬ 
ther  from  Judda ,  we  could  never  arrive 
thither  through  fo  many  Dangers,  and 
that  we  fliould  be  infallibly  devoured 
either  by  the  Negroes  or  the  Wild 
Beads. 

At  the  Time  when  they  had  made  us 
that  uncivil  Compliment  that  we  were 
five  of  us  to  be  hanged,  I  had  artfully 
conveyed  a  Lancet  from  the  Surgeon 
that  attended  us,  and  had  concealed  it 
in  the  Sleeve  of  my  Shirt,  with  a  De- 
fign  of  making  ufe  of  it  to  difpatch  the 
firft  Englijhman  that  fhould  pretend  to 
put  the  Rope  about  my  Neck,  and  im¬ 
mediately  to  procure  myfelf  the  guilty 
Honour  of  perilfiing  bravely  by  a  Wea¬ 
pon,  in  fpite  of  all  the  Power  of  my 
Enemies.  Thefe  were  the  horrid  Max¬ 
ims  that  I  had  learned  from  the  Savages, 
the  Privateers,  and  from  the  Englijh 
themfelves.  This  Inftrument  remained 
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with  me  when  we  were  fet  afhore ; 
thus  I  carried  in  my  Sleeve  our  whole 
Arfenal. 

It  was  no  eafy  Labour  for  us  to  gain 
the  Top  of  the  Rock  before  it  was 
Night.  When  we  were  there,  we  look¬ 
ed  towards  the  I -and  to  fee  if  we  could 
fpy  fome  Trees,  from  whence  we  might 
make  ourfelves  Staffs  to  defend  us, 
at  leaft  for  fome  Time,  from  the  Wild 
Beads  ;  but  we  perceived  not  the  lead 
Bufh.  We  refolved,  however,  not  to 
advance  any  further,  and  to  pafs  the 
Night  there,  each  of  us  patching  in  our 
Turn  to  avoid  any  Surprize. 

My  Companions  reflecting  upon  our 
deplorable  Situation,  melted  into  Tears, 
and  almod  drove  who  fhould  defpair 
the  mod  :  If  we  are  not  devoured  this 
Night,  laid  they,  To-morrow  we  mud 
perilh  in  the  Sands  with  Third  and 
Heat,  or  elfe  ferve  as  Food  to  the  Ne¬ 
groes  through  whofe  Cantons  we  are 
obliged  to  pafs  to  reach  Judda ,  and 
who  fpare  none  of  the  Whites  who  fall 
into  their  Hands.  How  can  we  efcape 
many  Dangers  ?  Death  was  not  the 

greated 
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greateft  Evil  that  the  Englijh  could  have 
inflicted  upon  us.  We  fhould  now  have 
been  at  Liberty,  but  for  the  indilcreet 
Kindnefs  of  Monfieur  de  Cazali . 

As  to  me,  faid  Monneville ,  by  reco¬ 
vering  my  Liberty  I  am  ruined.  I  am 
in  a  Condition  now  that  makes  me  wifh 
to  be  in  Chains.  5Tis  done,  my  dear 
Friend,  faid  he  to  me,  we  fhall  never 
more  fee  Canada  nor  France .  How  de¬ 
plorable  will  be  the  Fate  of  my  Wife ! 
added  he  :  She  muft,  like  my  Mother, 
now  pafs  her  Life  in  T ears,  and  in  Ex¬ 
pectation  of  the  Return  of  a  Hufband 
whom  Ihe  muft  never  fee  again.* 

it  — 

Though  I  faw  as  plainly  as  they  did 
that  our  Ruin  was  unavoidable,  yet  I 
refolved  to  perfonate  the  Hero,  and  to 
confole  them.  Do  not  let  us  throw  off 
our  Courage,  faid  I  to  them  ;  Dejection 
and  Defpair  are  the  greateft  Evils  to 
'  thofe  who  are  in  fuch  an  Extremity  as 
we  are  now.  Patience  and  Refolution, 
my  Friends  !  with  thofe  Qualities  all 
Difficulties  are  to  be  overcome.  We 
have  only  this  Night  to  dread  the  Beafts. 
To-morrow  we  ffiall  make  us  Clubs  that 

may 
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may  be  fufficient  for  our  Defence.  As 
to  the  Negroes,  we  ought  rather  to  feek 
them  out  than  to  avoid  them  ;  they  will 
either  receive  us  and  grant  us  Provi- 
fions,  or  elfe,  more  cruel  than  their  Ty- 
gers,  they  will  attack  us.  Do  you  ima¬ 
gine  we  are  to  be  pitied  in  either  of 
thefe  Cafes  ?  In  the  firft,  we  fhall  be 
preferred  ;  in  the  fecond,  we  will  fell 
.  them  our  Lives  rnoft  dearly,  and  lofe 
them  like  Men  of  Courage.  Is  it  not 
our  Deftiny  ?  Believe  me,  the  Arrows  of 
a  Savage  will  give  you  no  more  Pain, 
than  the  Mu  fleet  Bullet  of  an  Engiijh 
Lord,  or  a  Portuguefe  Cavalier. 

After  this  I  conjured  them  to  repofe 
themfeives  without  any  Fear,  whilft  I 
would  be  the  firA:  that  watched  ;  this 
they  refufed  to  do.  I  lay  down  there¬ 
fore  to  give  them  an  Example,  and  I 
told  them  to  wake  me  when  it  was  their 
Turn  to  fleep.  I  did  not  find  myfelf 
any  more  difpofed  to  Reft  than  they 
were  ;  but  I  was  unwilling  they  fhould 
perceive,  that  whilft  I  ftrove  to  reaflure 
them,  I  was  not  lefs  terrified  than  them¬ 
feives.  Their  Complaints  moved  me, 
and  my  Face  was  covered  with  Tears* 

which 
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which  I  hid  by  eroding  my  Hands  upon 
my  Forehead.  It  was  the  fecond  time 
in  my  Life,  that  it  had  ever  happened 
to  me  to  weep. 

Neverthelefs,  as  our  Fear  made  us 
all  keep  a  profound  Silence,  I  believe  I 
fhould  have  fallen  afleep,  if  my  Com¬ 
rades  had  not  advertifed  me  that  they 
faw  a  monftrous  Animal  coming  towards 
us.  This  was  a  Lion,  whofe  enormous 
Size  we  could  eafily  diftinguilh.  He 
was  not  above  fifty  Paces  from  us,  and 
he  looked  upon  us  with  Eyes  full  of 
Fire.  I  placed  myfelf  at  the  Head  of 
the  Troop,  exhorting  them  above  all 
things  not  to  draggle  from  each  other. 
You  are  in  no  prelent  Danger,  faid  I  to 
them  ;  this  Monfter  cannot  come  to  you 
before  he  has  taken  away  my  Life  ;  and 
he  cannot  difpatch  me  fo  fall,  but  I  fhall 
have  Time  to  pierce  him  in  the  Throat 
with  my  Lancet. 

The  Lion  not  feeing  us  move,  ad¬ 
vanced  very  gently  within  Piftol  Shot 
of  us,  as  curious  to  fee  us  nearer,  as  we 
were  diflatisfted  with  his  Curiofity.  I 
believe  he  would  have  carried  it  fo  far 

as 
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as  to  have  flown  upon  us,  if  two  or 
three  of  our  Comrades  had  not  given  a 
loud  Shriek  at  the  Sight  of  a  Tyger, 
which  pafled  by  on  the  other  Side. 
Thefe  two  Animals,  terrified  at  a  Noife 
fo  new  to  them,  took  their  Flight,  and 
left  us  to  recover  ourfelves  a  little  from 
the  Fear  that  they  had  given  us. 

We  faw  nothing  during  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  Night,  and  as  foon  as  the 
Day  appeared  we  began  our  Journey 
acrofs  the  Land.  After  a  March  of 
four  Flours,  we  found  fome  Trees,  un¬ 
der  which  we  thought  proper  to  make 
a  Halt  to  ftrip  two  of  them  of  their 
Bark,  of  which  we  made  each  of  us  a 
kind  of  Cap  in  the  Form  of  a  Gondola 
almoft,  and  without  which  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  to  fupport  the  burning 
Heat  of  the  Sun,  which  began  to  rife 
upon  the  Horizon.  After  this  we  con¬ 
tinued  our  March  ;  but  unfortunately 
for  us,  we  continually  met  with  Sands 
in  which  we  funk  up  to  the  Knees,  and 
which  were  fo  burning  that  we  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  run  as  we  pafled  through  them. 


We 
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We  made  a  long  Journey  the  firft 
Day,  becaufe  we  had  our  full  Strength, 
and  we  did  not  begin  to  fed  the  Effeds 
of  Hunger  till  the  Evening.  We  laid 
amongft  the  Reeds  upon  the  Bank  of 
a  fordable  River,  where  we  had  a  Night 
as  damp  as  the  Day  had  been  hot. 
The  Dew  was  fo  abundant,  that  in  the 
Morning  our  Shirts  were  entirely  wet. 
The  Experience  I  had  made  in  Ireland 
of  the  Truth  of  that  Aphorifm,  which 
fays,  that  fomething  muft  be  always 
given  to  the  Stomach,  made  me  tafte 
of  feveral  different  Sorts  of  Leaves  of 
Trees  and  Reeds,  which  I  made  a  Pro- 
vifion  of  before  I  departed,  left  we 
might  fail  into  fome  Defart  where  we 
lliould  not  have  even  that  Refource. 
We  only  fucked  the  Juice  of  them  that 
Day  ;  but  we  eat  of  them  the  next, 
becaufe  none  of  us  had  been  able  to 
fleep  in  the  Night. 

Having  taken  a  little  to  the  Right, 
that  we  might  not  go  too  far  from  the 
Sea,  we  perceived  at  fome  Diftance  a 
Hill  entirely  covered  with  Trees.  We 
immediately  turned  our  Steps  towards 
it,  with  a  Defign  of  paffing  the  Night 

there  $ 
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there  ;  and  when  we  arrived  at  it,  after 
two  or  three  Hours  walking,  we  heard 
before  us  a  Noife  like  the  Strokes  of  a 
Woodman.  We  advanced  gently  to¬ 
wards  the  Place  from  whence  it  came, 
and  we  law  that  it  was  a  Negroe,  who 
was  making  Incifions  into  the  Palm 
Trees,  as  I  had  feen  them  do  to  the 
Maples  in  Canada. 

Thefe  Incifions  are  made  in  the  Ma¬ 
ples  when  the  Sap  rifes ;  they  let  the 
Juice  flow  from  Ten  a-Clock  in  the 
Morning  till  Four  in  the  Afternoon  ; 
and  there  are  fome  of  thefe  T rees,  which 
during  that  Time,  will  yield  feveral  Gal¬ 
lons  of  Water,  from  which  they  ex- 
traft  a  Sugar,  which  they  pretend  to  be 
much  better  for  the  Stomach  than  that 
of  the  Hands. 

We  difcovered  in  the  midft  of  a 
beautiful  Valley  a  large  Village  of  Ne¬ 
groes,  compofed  of  above  three  hun¬ 
dred  Cafes ,  or  Huts ;  and  between  us 
and  the  ’Village  fix  or  feven  hundred 
Men,  who  advanced  to  meet  us  armed 
with  Bows  and  Arrows.  The  main 
Body  of  the  Troop  marched  gravely, 
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as  to  an  important  Battle ;  and  about  a 
hundred  young  Fellows,  tall  and  well 
limb’d,  running  before  the  reft  as  the 
Forlorn  Hope  of  the  Army,  approach’d 
us  leaping  and  capering,  and  difappear- 
ing  like  Shadows  at  the  leaft  Motion  we 
made  \  or  rather  like  a.Flock  of  Star¬ 
lings  who  feo  feme  Boys  appear.  At 
length  thefe  Negroes  encouraging  them- 
felves  by  degrees,  drew  nearer  and 
nearer  to  us  •,  but  ftill  keeping  upon  their 
Guard,  they  held  their  Bows  bent,  ex¬ 
amined  us  for  a  Moment,  and  then  took 
their  Flight. 

—  * 

I  faid  to  my  Comrades,  that  if  they 
attack’d  us,  we  muft  throw  ourfelves 
into  the  Midft  of  them,  kill  as  many 
of  them  as  we  could,  and  die  like  Men 
of  Honour.  In  a  Word,  my  Friends, 
faid  I  to  them,  imitate  me,  and  do  only 
what  you  fee  me  do.  We  advanced 
however  very  (lowly,  with  an  humble 
and  timid  Look,  half  (looping,  and  lean¬ 
ing  upon  our  Clubs,  as  if  we  had  been 
quite  exhaufted.  I  fay  our  Clubs,  for 
we  had  provided  ourfelves  with  them 
from  the  Trees  whofe  Bark  ferved  us 
as  Hats.  Our  Countenances  expreffed 
Vo l.  II.  L  ib 
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fo  much  Weaknefs  and  Timidity,  that 
thefe  People  mud  have  been  Cowards 
beyond  all  Expreffion  to  have  the  lead 
Fear  of  us* 

When  they  were  about  twelve  Paces 
from  our  little  Troop,  one  of  the  mod 
confiderable  amongd  them  made  a  cer¬ 
tain  Cry,  which  obliged  all  his  People 
to  halt,  and  at  the  fame  Time  to  keep 
Silence.  Then  by  a  generous  Effort  he 
left  the  Rank  and  advanced  towards  us. 
I  remarked,  however,  that  Nature  over¬ 
powered  him  *,  for  this  Black  Hero 
trembled,  though  above  two  hundred 
Negroes  held  their  Bows  bent,  and  were 
ready  to  fhoot  upon  the  fird  Signal. 
He  held  -  out  his  Hand  to  me,  and  I 
prefented  mine  to  him.  He  preffed  the 
End  of  my  Finger  with  his,  faying  to 
me,  Kio  Kio  paw.  1  repeated  the  fame 
Words  at  all  Events,  and  putting  my 
Hand  to  my  Mouth,  to  make  him  un- 
derdand  that  we  wanted  Provifions,  I 
perceived  that  he  comprehended  what  I 
wifhed  to  fay  to  him.  He  turned  to¬ 
wards  his  People,  and  having  told  them, 
I  fuppofe,  that  we  were  unhappy 
Wretches  from  whom  they  had  nothing 

to 
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to  fear,  thofe  amongft  them  who  had 
the  molt  Courage,  had  the  Boldnefs  to 
come  in  their  Turns  and  prefs  the  End 
of  our  Fingers,  faluting  us  with  their 
Kio  Kio  paw.  At  length  the  Mul¬ 
titude  grew  valiant,  and  we  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  Jpend  above  a  Quarter  of  an 
Hour  in  receiving  and  returning  the 
Compliment  compofed  by  thefe  Words. 

To  let  us  fee  that  they  comprehend¬ 
ed  we  were  dying  with  Hunger,  fome 
amongft  them  detached  themfelves  from 
the  reft,  and  ran  to  the  Village  to  pre¬ 
pare  us  fomething  to  eat.  To  follow 
them  thither  we  were  obliged  to  prefs 
through  a  new  Crowd  of  Men  and  Wo¬ 
men,  who  were  eager  to  gaze  upon  us. 
We  would  willingly  have  flood  the  Teft 
of  their  Looks,  if  our  Stomachs  had 
been  full ;  but  their  Curiofity  feemed 
very  importunate  to  us  in  the  Condition 
we  were  in.  We  arrived,  however,  at 
length,  at  a  large  Cafe9  before  which 
they  had  placed  a  prodigious  Quantity 
of  dried  Fiftt,  which  feemed  to  be  de¬ 
stined  for  us. 

L  2 
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We  all  feated  ourfelves  near  the  Cafe, 
■where  redoubling  the  moft  expreilive 
Geftures  to  fhew  our  Hunger,  we  had 
the  Confolation  at  laft  to  fee  them  ferve 
us  with  thofe  fmall  Fillies,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  they  did  not  fuffer  us  to  touch 
till  they  had  performed  the  Ceremo¬ 
ny  of  the  Calumet .  What  was  moft 
happy  for  us  was,  that  we  fatisfied  our¬ 
felves  without  any  ill  Confequences  at¬ 
tending  it  ;  in  the  firft  Place,  becaufe 
the  Bones,  which  we  certainly  fhould 
not  have  had  Patience  to  pick  out,  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  fmall  and  eatable  ;  and  Se¬ 
condly,  becaufe  our  Fifties  were  fryed 
in  Palm  Oil,  and  that  we  drank  at  the 
fame  Time  of  the  Wine  made  of  the 
Juice  of  the  Tree  :  This  elegant  Enter¬ 
tainment  foon  began  to  difguft  us,  and 
prevented  us  from  taking  too  much. 

During  our  Repaft,  befides  the  Crowd 
that  was  about  us,  the  neighbouring 
Trees  were  entirely  black  as  well  as  the 
Tops  of  the  Cafes ,  there  being  fuch  a 
Number  of  Negroes  perched  every 
where  to  examine  us  attentively.  A  lit¬ 
tle  Incident  that  I  fhall  relate,  will  fhew 

the  Warlike  Nature  of  this  People.  My 
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Club  by  Acccident  dropp’d  out  of  my 
Hand,  I  ftooped  haftily  to  take  it  up, 
and  this  Movement  of  mine  give  fuch 
an  Alarm,  that  they  almofc  in  general 
took  their  Flight ;  thofe  who  were  upon 
the  Trees  leaped  down  immediately  to 
efcape,  with  as  much  Eagernels  as  if 
an  Enemy’s  Army  was  come  upon  them. 
They  reaffured  themfelves,  however,  by 
degrees,  and  again  drew  near  us. 

When  I  faw  that  far  from  defigning 
to  do  us  Harm,  they  regarded  us  as 
People  of  whom  they  flood  in  Fear, 
I  laid  down  my  Club,  and  mixing  my- 
lelf  amongfl  them,  I  began  by  Signs 
to  enter  into  Convenfation  with  feme  of 
t =ie  molt  intelligent  of  them.  I  made 
them  apprehend  that  we  had  been  rob¬ 
bed  at  Sea,  ftripp’d,  and  expofed  upon 
their  Coafts.  For  to  fhew  us  that  they 
had  underftood  us,  they  immediately 
gave  us  their  Alms  in  abundance,  every 
one  according  to  his  Power,  in  Fea¬ 
thers,  Ivory,  Shells,  and  other  Things 
of  the  fame  Nature.  As  I  named  to 
them  feveral  times  Cape  Coafi  and  Jud- 
da,  to  enquire  ot  them  the  Way  and 
the  Diflance,  they  anfwered  me  by 
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their  Aftions  and  Geftures,  that  the 
Rout  to  Judda  was  not  practicable  by 
I, and ,  and  that  we  fhould  want  only 
five  Rifings  of  the  Sun  to  reach  to  Cape 
Coaft  \  but  that  towards  the  End  of  the 
fir  ft  Day  we  fhould  meet  with  a  Village 
of  Negroes  with  whom  they  were  at 
"War,  who  were  the  moll  cruel  in  the 
whole  Country,  and  who  would  infal¬ 
libly  devour  us. 

They  offered  us  fome  of  their  Bows 
and  Arrows  to  defend  curfelves  again  ft 
their  redoubtable  Neighbours  ;  but  I 
made  them  a  Sign  that  my  Comrades 
could  not  make  ufe  of  thofe  Arms.  As 
to  myfelf,  I  took  one  of  their  Bows, 
which  feemed  to  me  to  be  the  ftrong- 
eft,  and  making  them  all  (land,  at  a 
Diftance,  I  Pilot  an  Arrow  into  the  Air 

*  j 

which  amazed  them  extremely,  byrifing 
confiderably  higher  than  theirs,  and  fall¬ 
ing  ftreight  down  at  my  Feet.  They 
made  me  lihoot  feveral  others  againft 
the  Figure  of  a  Man,  made  of  Barks  of 
Trees  and  covered  with  Skins,  upon 
which  I  fuppofe  their  Youth  exercifed 
themfelves  ;  and  feeing  that  at  thirty 
Paces  farther  diftant  than  them,  I  never 
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miffed  it,  they  all  began  to  carejs  me, 
by  rubbing  my  Arms  and  my  Shoulders, 
and  making  a  thoufand  Gcftures  of  Ad¬ 
miration  and  RefpeCt  before  me. 

Doubtlefs  they  took  me  for  a  moft 
extraordinary  Man.  After  this  they  did 
not  prefume  to  give  us  Alms,  but  Pre¬ 
fer  t$.  And  perceiving  that  nothing 
pleafed  us  fo  much  as  Gold  Dud,  they 
gave  it  us  in  fmall  Quantities  indeed, 
mone  of  them  having  a  large  Provifion 
of  it :  They  only  gathered  it  to  fupply 
their  daily  Wants,  and  to  exchange  for 
what  was  neceffary  to  them.  All  of  it' 
put  together  made  near  a  Pound,  which 
they  had  given  us  by  Pinches,  and 
which  we  carried  off. 

We  paffed  the  Night  in  this  Village. 
They  made  us  lye  alone  in  a  feparate 
Cafe  upon  Mats  of  Reeds,  and  very 
obligingly  prefented  to  each  of  us  a  Fe¬ 
male,  that  they  might  punctually  fulfil 
the  Duties  of  Horpitality  ;  we  refilled 
them  the  mod  politely  we  could  pof- 
fibly,  not  being  able  in  Confcience  to 
do  Honour  to  their  Prefents.  We  dif- 
pofed  ourfelves  in  order  for  our  Depar- 
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ture  the  next  Morning  ;  but  we  were 
obliged  to  defer  it,  two  of  our  Com¬ 
pany  being  difordered  in  the  Night  by 
the  Palm  Wine  that  they  had  drank, 
though  they  had  made  no  Debauch  in 
it  more  than  the  reft.  Exhaufted  as  we 
were  by  falling,  a  Liquor  much  lefs 
ftrong  would  have  ftiated  upon  our 
1  leads.' 

Our  two  fick  Brethren  propofed  to  us 
to  ft  ay  amongft  the  Negroes ;  I  know 
not  whether  the  Temptation  of  amaff- 
ing  Gold  Duft  would  not  have  made  us 
take  this  Refolution,  if  Monnevilte ,  who 
did  not  value  his  Life  if  he  could  not 
re  turn  to  pafs  it  in  France ,  had  not  re~ 
prefented  to  us,  that  we  fhould  find  a 
certain  Death  in  the  neighbouring  Vil¬ 
lages,  which  we  already  talked  of  pillag¬ 
ing  at  the  Head  of  our  Negroes.  Since 
having  neither  Sabre  nor  Fire  Arms,  our 
Courage  would  only  ferve  to  make  us 
be  pierced  with  a  thoufand  Arrows,  the 
Moment  that  our  Negroes  gave  Way, 
which  would  inevitably  happen  at  the 
firft  Onfet.  He  was  in  the  right  ;  and 
befides  this,  our  Gold  Duft  would  not 
have  help’d  us  to  reach  Judda,  without 
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which  it  would  have  been  wholly  ufelefs 
to  us.  We  paffed  therefore  the  whole 
Day  following  in  repofing  ourfelves,  and 
we  did  not  depart  till  the  Morning 
after. 

We  could  have  wifhed  that  fome  of 
the  Negroes  would  have  efcorted  us  on¬ 
ly  half  a  Day’s  Journey  ;  but  the  Devil 
a  one  was  there  that  durft  advance  with 
us  to  the  Hrft  Village  through  which  we 
were  to  pafs,  as  it  was  there  that  their 
moft  dreadful  Enemies  dwelt.  Our  good 
Negroes  prefied  us  to  take  each  of  us  a 
Bow  and  a  Quiver  of  Arrows,  which 
we  refufed  to  accept,  and  in  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  Opinion,  we  ihewed 
fome  Prudence.  As  it  was  our  Bufinefs 
to  excite  the  Companion  of  the  Negroes 
through  whofe  Villages  we  were  to  pafs, 
we  fhould  Have  done  very  ill  to  appear 
there  with  Arms. 

They  gave  us  to  underfland  by  the 
Sun,  that  before  it  would  fet  we  fhould 
arrive  at  the  terrible  Village,  and  that 
we  fhould  frequently  meet  with  Water 
in  our  Way.  We  carried  with  us  there¬ 
fore  only  fome  dried  Fifhes,  which,  we 
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eat  about  Two  in  the  Afternoon  under 
fome  Palm  Trees  which  we  had  diico- 
vered  at  a  great  Diftance,  and  which 
our  two  fick  Men  did  not  reach  without 
great  Fatigue.  One  of  them  efpecially 
was  fo  ill,  that  we  were  obliged  to  fup- 
port  him  to  affift  his  walking  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Day,  which  flackened 
our  Pace,  and  prevented  us  from  ar¬ 
riving  at  the  Village  by  Day-light. 

We  aflifted  our  Patient  to  march  to¬ 
lerably  enough  till  about  Ten  o’Clock  ; 
when  the  Damp  of  the  Night  (truck 
him,  and  threw  him  into  fo  high  a  Fe¬ 
ver,  that  we  were  obliged  to  carry  him 
upon  our  Clubs  laid  acrofs  the  reft  of 
the  Night,  (topping  continually  to  reft 
ourfelves.  As  long  as  he  was  in  the 
leaft  fenfible,  -he  was  inceflantly  im¬ 
ploring  us  not  to  abandon  him.  When 
it  was  Day,  we  found  ourfelves  unhap¬ 
pily  in  an  open  Plain.  This  Obferva- 
tion  made  us  redouble  our  Efforts  to 
carry  this  poor  Wretch  ftill  a  quarter 
of  a  League  farther,  that  we  might 
gain  a  little  Valley,  where  we  judged 
that  we  fhould  at  leaft  be  under  Covert 
from  the  .Sight  of  thefe  formidable  Ne¬ 
groes, 
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eroes,  in  whofe  Diftrid  we  ftill  ima- 
gined  we  were. 

We  remained  there  till  Nine  o’Clock 
in  the  Morning,  when  the  Heat  of  the 
Sun  drove  us  from  thence.  We  did 
not  know  which  Way  to  turn  to  find  a 
Shade.  Befides  our  two  Tick  Men,  Mon- 
neville^  who  had  never  walked  Barefoor, 
had  his  Feet  all  torn  miferably,  and  be¬ 
ing  fcarce  able  to  fupport  himfelf,  he 
faid  to  us  With  a  falfe  Tranquility  that 
proceeded  from  Delpair  ;  Gentlemen, 
adieu,  I  wilh  you  a  good  Journey  •,  as 
to  me,  I  fhall  remain  here.  I  am  re- 
folved  to  die  in  the  Sun,  I  fhall  be 
fooner  difpatched,  and  languifh  lefs  than 
in  the  Shade.  There  was  amongft  us 
a  vigorous  ftrong  Parifian ,  named  Ro¬ 
land .  I  propofed  to  him  to  follow  me, 
and  to  affift  our  fick  Men  in  fpite  of 
themfelves.  He  confented  to  it.  We 
left  the  reft  there  for  two  Hours,  after 
which  we  returned  to  them  each  of  us 
with  a  Bundle  of  Reeds  and  Herbs 
that  we  had  fetched  from  the  Banks 
of  a  River,  which  was  at  fome  Miles 
diftance  upon  the  right. 
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Our  Defign  was  to  make  a  Kind  of 
Umbrella  to  cover  our  Companions, 
and  preferve  them  from  the  Rays  of 
the  Sun,  and  particularly  him  whom  he 
had  carried  fo  long.  Our  good  Inten¬ 
tion  was  ufelefs  to  him,  we  found  him 
expiring,  and  his  two  Companions  upon 
their  Knees,  weeping  and  praying  to 
God  for  him  and  for  themfelves;  fo 
thoroughly  were  they  perfwaded  that  we 
fhould  never  return,  and  that  they  muft 
immediately  follow  him. 

Our  Return  did  not  appear  to  give 
them  any  meat  Fleafure.  Their  Refo- 
jution  was  taken  *,  they  were  tired  or 
ftruggling  againft  that  Fate,  from  whole 
Rigour  they  faw  no  Appearance  of  be¬ 
ing  able  to  efcape.  The  Deftiny  of  the 
dying  Man  alone  feemed  worthy  of  En¬ 
vy  to  them.  He  is  happy,  cried  -Mon- 
nevilk ,  pointing  to  him :  Now  he  de¬ 
fies  the  Beafts,  the  Negroes,  the  Rage 
of  Famine,  and  we  are  Hill  expofed  to 
all  thole  Evils.  As  he  was  ceafing 
to  live,  added  he,  he  was  confcious  of 
hhr  Happinefs.  He  recovered  his 
Senfes  for  a  few  Moments,  which  he 
employed  in  returning  Thanks  to 
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Heaven  for  his  own  Deliverance,  and 
in  pitying  us ;  he  faw  that  our  being 
more  robuft  ferved  only  to  make  us 
longer  miferable. 

Do  you  know,  continued  he,  what  this 
unhappy  Companion  of  ours  exacted 
from  us  as  he  was  dying.  I  have  no 
longer  any  Inquietude  but  for  you,  faid 
he  ;  I  hope  that  Heaven  will  accept  of 
the  Pains  I  have  fuffered  as  an  Atone¬ 
ment  for  my  Crimes,  and  I  fhall  die 
facisfied  if  you  will  promife  me  to  exe¬ 
cute  what  I  am  going  to  fay  :  In  the 
Name  of  God,  fuffer  my  Death  to  be  of 
Service  to  you;  do  not  wilfully  perilh. 
with  Hunger  in  thefe  Defarts,  where 
you  have  only  three  or  four  Days  jour¬ 
ney  to  proceed.  Spare  not  my  Body; 
you  may  feed  upon  it  in  a  Moment,  and 
carry  with  you  the  reit. 

You  arrived.  Gentlemen,  purfued 
Monfteville ,  as  he  pronounced  thefe  laft 
Words,  and  you  have  feen  him  expire  ; 
if  this  kind  of  Support  is  agreeable  to 
you,  we  can  make  you  the  fame  Offer, 
for  we  fhall  not  furvive  him  long.  So 
abandoned  a  Defpair  roufed  me  into  a 
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real  Pafllon  againft  Monneville  I  re¬ 
proached  him  with  his  want  of  Courage, 
and  told  him  that  I  fhould  find  a  Way 
to  force  him  to  follow  us. 

We  made  a  Grave  not  very  deep,  as 
we  had  only  our  Hands  and  fome  Sticks 
to  make  it  with  :  It  was  fufficient,  how¬ 
ever,  to  contain  the  Body.  We  placed  a 
Crofs  over  him,  which  I  made  of  his 
Staff.  This  was  his  Maufoleum.  The 
Bark  of  the  Tree  that  had  ferved  him 
tor  a  Hat,  and  the  Sleeves  of  his  Shirt, 
were  employed  to  make  a  Sort  of  Stock¬ 
ings  and  Shoes  for  Monneville ,  who  fol¬ 
lowed  us  after  this  with  more  Facility, 
and  we  made  up  to  the  River  which  I 
had  difcovered  with  Roland . 

We  refolved  to  follow  its  Courfe,  that 
we  might  not  wander  too  far  from  the 
Sea,  and  in  hopes  of  fooner  finding  fome 
Village  of  Negroes  there  than  farther  up 
the  Coaft ;  as  in  eifeft  two  Hours  after 
we  perceived  one  upon  the  Left  ;  we 
took  the  Path  that  led  to  it,  being 
perfwaded  that  we  fhould  fooner  excite 
their  Companion  than  their  Appetite  in 
the  Condition  to  which  we  were  reduced, 

but 
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but  eight  or  ten  Negroes,  who  met  us, 
ipared  us  the  Trouble  of  going  thither. 
Thefe  unpolite  Africans ,  inftead  of  re¬ 
ceiving  us  gracioufly,  fet  up  the  molt 
dreadful  Cries,  and  purfued  us,  (hoot¬ 
ing  their  Arrows  for  above  an  Hour. 

Their  Obftinacy  in  purfuing  us  w'ith 
their  Arrows,  fome  of  which  might 
have  reached  us,  made  me  lofe  all  Pa¬ 
tience  :  I  would  have  run  up  to  thefe 
cowardly  Enemies,  but  they  were  much 
too  nimble  for  me ;  they  had,  however, 
done  us  no  other  Harm  but  terrifying  us. 
After  this  difagreeable  Rencounter,  we 
regained  our  River  without  any  Obftacle, 
and  having  gone  about  two  or  three 
Leagues  from  this  Canton,  we  paffed 
the  Night  by  the  Side  of  the  Water 
upon  the  Sands,  where  we  made  our 
Supper,  each  of  us  of  about  a  Pint  of 
Water.  However  little  Solidity  there  is 
in  that  Element,  we  found  that  it  had 
the  Virtue  of  appeafing  in  fome  Degree 
the  Rage  of  Hunger. 

It  does  not  indeed  produce  a  very 
found  Sleep.  Not  being  able  to  reft,  l 
left  my  three  Companions,  and  palled  a 
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Part  of  the  Night  in  fearch  of  fome 
Trees  that  I  might  have  eat  the  Leaves. 
For  the  Punilhment  of  my  Sins  I  found 
none,  and  I  was  ready  in  my  Turn  to 
give  up  all  Hopes,  when  I  reflected  that 
we  could  not  be  very  far  diftant  from 
Cape  Coajt ,  where  at  leaf):  we  Ihould  be 
in  the  Hands  of  Enemies  who  would 
treat  us  according  to  the  Law  of  Arms, 
and  exchange  us  upon  the  firlt  Occa- 
fion. 

Roland,  as  full  of  Courage  as  myfelf, 
inftead  of  linking  under  his  Misfortunes, 
endeavoured  to  preferve  his  Life.  It 
ftruck  alfo  into  his  Mind  that  we  were 
near  Cape  Coaft  ;  he  communicated  his 
Thoughts  to  me,  and  told  me  that  he 
believed  we  might  arrive  there  the  next 
Day,  if  we  departed  by  Moonlight  with¬ 
out  waiting  for  the  Dawn.  I  was  entire¬ 
ly  of  his  Opinion,  but  could  not  wake 
one  of  our  Companions,  which  was  the 
lick  Man,  whom  with  fuch  Fatigue  we 
had  brought  fo  far.  He  was  old,  and 
by  Confequence  flood  in  need  of  more 
Repofe  than  we  did.  It  was  not  worth 
our  while  to  have  been  fo  unwilling  to 
dilturb  him,  ftnce  he  was  dead  and  not 
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afieep,  which  we  did  not  perceive  till 
the  Day  broke. 

He  was  the  Son  of  a  rich  Trader  of 
Rouen  •,  he  firft  went  to  Sea  in  Quality 
of  a  Surgeon,  after  which  he  quitted  the 
Lancet  to  turn  Privateer,  and  lay  his 
Bones  thus  in  Guinea .  As  to  him,  more 
patient  than  any  of  us,  he  only  feared 
Death  as  it  abridged  his  Sufferings, 
which  he  thought  could  not  be  too  long 
nor  too  cruel :  It  is  I,  doubtlefs,  who 
have  drawn  all  thefe  Evils  upon  you, 
laid  he  to  me  in  private,  from  the  firft 
Day  of  our  Mifery,  when  he  faw  us  in 
Danger  of  perifhing  in  the  Woods  *,  it  is 
the  Misfortune  of  having  affociated  your- 
felves  with  me,  that  now  lwallows  you 
all  up  in  the  Punilliment  of  my  Crimes. 

I  endeavoured  to  give  him  Confola* 
tion,  by  telling  him,  that  few  amongft 
us  had  held  a  very  regular  Conduct  in 
their  Youth,  and  that  our  Profeffion  was 
feldom  embraced  but  by  thofe  who  were 
incapable  of  exercifing  any  other.  No, 
no,  refumed  he,  I  am  the  only  Crimi¬ 
nal,  a  Wrecth  that  Divine  Jurtice  ought 
to  punifh.  Judge  me  yourfelf,  my  dear 
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Chevalier,  when  you  have  heard  my 
Offences. 

■% 

I  began  from  the  Age  of  Sixteen  to 
deferve  what  I  now  buffer  :  I  made  Love 
to  a  young  Heirefs,  whom  I  purfued 
lefs  out  oi  Inclination  for  her  Perfon, 
than  for  the  Fortune  fhe  was  one  Day  to 
poffefs  :  I  had  a  Rival  who  was  prefer¬ 
red  before  me  j  I  refolved  to  revenge 
myfelf,  and  fo  eafily  found  Means  to  do 
it,  that  I  had  not  Lei fure  to  refledl  up¬ 
on  the  Confequences  of  the  Action  I 
meditated.  My  Rival  was  not  upon  his 
Guard  againft  my  Refen tment ;  he 
thought  1  had  acquiefced  with  Patience, 
as  I  had  ceafed  to  fee  my  Miftrefs  with¬ 
out  coming  to  Reproaches  with  him  \ 
therefore,  when  I  made  them  my  Vifit, 
eight  Days  after  their  Marriage,  they 
received  me  with  Politenefs,  and  even 
with  Friendfhip.  Far  from  fufpedling 
my  bafe  Defign,  the  young  Bridegroom 
took  me  into  his  Clofet,  where,  finding 
myfelf  alone  with  him,  I  ftabbed  him 
with  a  Poniard. 

I  immediately  went  from  the  Houfe, 
and  going  haftily  out  of  the  City,  I 
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gained  the  Foreft,  where  I  remained 
concealed  till  it  was  Night,  which  I  em¬ 
ployed  wholly  in  endeavouring  to  make 
off;  but  in  the  Diforder  that  agitated 
me,  I  loft  my  Way  fo  entirely,  that 
when  the  Dawn  appeared  I  was  ftill  in 
the  Wood.  As  I  was  looking  out  for 
fome  Cottage,  where  I  might  go  to 
provide  myfelf  with  Vidtuals,  I  difco- 
vered  three  Horfemen,  who  came  di¬ 
rectly  to  me  ;  to  avoid  them,  I  fled  in¬ 
to  the  thickeft  Part  of  the  Wood,  but 
one  of  them  alighting  followed  me  with 
a  Piftol  in  his  Hand,  and  foon  feized 
upon  me.  I  imagined  myfelf  already 
upon  the  Scaffold.  I  efcaped  however 
with  only  the  Fear  of  it,  for  they  called 
out  to  me,  Tour  Purfe ,  or  your  Life . 

Thefe  Words  reaffured  me,  and  I 
ceafed  to  fly.  Whilft  this  honeft  Gen¬ 
tleman  was  making  me  empty  my 
Pockets,  his  two  Companions  called  to 
him,  and  he  conducted  me  before  them  : 
I  related  my  Misfortune  to  them,  and 
throwing  myfelf  at  their  Feet,  I  con¬ 
jured  them  to  fave  me.  They  looked 
upon  each  other  laughing,  and  one  of 
them  afked  me,  if  I  had  an  Inclination 
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for  their  Profeffion.  I  protefted  to 
them,  that  I  fhould  look  upon  myfelf 
as  tne  moft  fortunate  of  Mankind  if  they 
thought  me  worthy  of  exercifing  it 
with  them.  They  told  me,  that  they 
could  not  grant  my  Requeft,  till  I  had 
hr  ft  given  them  Proofs  of  my  Ability, 
and  had  put  myfelf  in  a  Condition  to 
follow  them,  by  defiring  the  next-Paf- 
fenger  to  lend  me  his  Horfe. 


I  underhand  you.  Gentlemen,  re¬ 
plied  I  to  them,  give  me  what  may 
make  me  refpe&ed  at  a  greater  Diftance 
than  my  Sword,  and  you  fhall  fee  that 
it  was  not  an  unreasonable  Pride  that 
made  me  prefume  to  afpire  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  |being  your  Aflociate :  They 
gave  me  immediately  the  only  Fufil 
they  had,  and  pofted  me  in  a  conveni¬ 
ent  Place  to  make  my  Requeft.  They 
left  me  there,  and  retired  to  the  Di¬ 
ftance  of  five  or  fix  hundred  Paces,  not 
without  having  advertifed  me,  that  I 
rauft  not  enterprize  any  thing,  when 
there  appeared  above  two  Men  toge¬ 
ther. 


I  was 
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I  was  a  confiderable  Time  in  my 
Ambufcade,  without  feeing  any  Thing 
but  poor  Wretches,  whofe  Defeat  would 
have  afforded  me  neither  Honour  nor 
Profit.  After  this  there  paffed  before 
me  two  Gentlemen  well-drefs’d,  and 
whofe  Horfes  would  have  been  very 
fuitable  to  me  :  Unfortunately  for  me, 
they  had  the  Look  of  Men  that  would 
defend  themfelves  well,  and  they  were 
followed  by  four  or  five  Men  a-foot. 
It  was  not  till  towards  Noon  that  there 
prefented  himfclf  a  Horfeman  alone, 
who  came  from  the  Side  where  my 
new  Comrades  were  concealed.  They 
let  him  pafs  by  them  with  Impunity,  to 
leave  to  me  the  Glory  of  dismounting 
him.  This  was  a  Tradefman  of  a  little 
neighbouring  Town,  who,  I  fuppofe, 
wanting  to  reach  R_ouen  before  Dinner, 
rid  pretty  faff. 

I  prepared  to  take  Aim  at  him,  when 
I  knew  him  to  be  one  of  my  particular 
Friends.  The  Intimacy  I  had  "With  him 
was  fo  great,  that  if  I  had  run  no  rifque 
by  returning  to  the  City,  I  fhould  have 
joined  with  him  againft  the  three  Rob¬ 
bers.  But  as  that  would  have  been  my 
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inevitable  Ruin,  I  flopp’d  him  with  the 
moll  dreadful  Tone  of  Voice.  I  com¬ 
manded  him  to  alight,  and  lay  flat  up¬ 
on  the  Ground ;  then,  after  having 
robb’d  him,  I  mounted  upon  his  Horfe, 
and  rejoined  the  three  Judges  of  my 
Adtion  as  in  Triumph. 

I  flattered  myfelf  with  having  de¬ 
ferred  their  Applaufe,  and  I  was  not  a 
little  furprized  with  the  cold  Reception 
they  gave  me.  One  of  thefe  three  il- 
luftrious  Robbers,  faid  to  me  with  a 
fierce  Look ;  What  do  you  defign  to 
do  with  this  Man  ?  Did  you  fpare  him 
to  fet  the  City  in  alarm,  by  the  Recital 
that  he  will  not  fail  to  make  of  the 
Accident  that  has  happened  to  him  ? 
Your  Penetration  doubtlefs  did  not 
reach  fo  far  as  to  forefee,  that  in  half 
an  Hour  there  is  not  a  Perfon  in 
Rouen  but  will  know  that  we  are  here, 
and  what  we  are  doing. 

Struck  with  thefe  Reproaches,  I  re¬ 
turned  upon  the  Gallop  to  my  poor 
Friend,  and  fhot  him  through  the  Head 
with  a  Piftol.  This  Time,  however,  I 
imagined  I  had  done  my  Duty,  and  ex¬ 
pected 
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pected  to  fee  my  Judges  highly  fatif- 
fied  with  me  :  Another  Blunder,  faid 
they  to  me  !  Had  you  any  thing  to  fear 
from  this  Man  whom  you  had  difarm- 
ed  ?  Neither  did  I  fear  him.  Gentle¬ 
men,  replied  I,  fince  I  have  killed  him. 
You  ought,  returned  they,  to  have 
dragg’d  him  into  the  Wood,  and  there 
dilpatch’d  him  with  your  Sword.  In 
the  firft  place,  becaufe  a  Shot  is  heard 
at  a  Diftance,  and  may  put  thefe  Tra¬ 
vellers  upon  their  Guard,  who  may  be 
following  him  who  was  killed  ;  and  fe- 
condly,  becaufe  when  you  difpatch  a 
Man  in  the  Foreft,  you  fpare  yourfelf 
the  Trouble  of  dragging  him  thither  to 
conceal  him  from  die  Sight  of  the  Paf- 
fengers. 

I  begg’d  thefe  Gentlemen  to  confider 
that  I  was  but  a  Novice,  and  conle- 
quently  they  ought  not  to  be  furprized 
if  I  was  guilty  of  Miftakes.  At  that 
Inftant  feveral  Merchants  paffed  by,  and 
faw  the  whole  Exploit  that  I  had  per¬ 
formed,  They  fpread  abroad  the  Re¬ 
port  in  the  City,  which  join’d,  to  ‘the 
Affaffination  that  I  had  committed  the 
Evening  before,  caufed  fo  many  Archers ' 

to 
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to  be  difperfed  in  fearch  of  us,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  leave  thofe  Parts. 

We  retired  towards  Caen,  into  the 
Caftle  of  a  Gentleman,  where  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  that  they  thought  them-  ' 
felves  in  Safety  i  though  feveral  of  the 
Neighbourhood  frequently  vifited  there. 
They  all  behaved  fo  frankly  to  each 
other,  that  I  foon  perceived  they  were 
well  acquainted.  After  fome  few  Days, 
there  arrived  eighteen  other  Cavaliers  at 
the  Caftle,  who  aflembled  there  upon 
an  Advice  that  they  had  received  from 
Rouen ,  that  a  Gentleman,  named  La 
Mothe  le  Bailly ,  a  rich  Merchant  of 
Caen,  was  to  fet  forward  upon  fueh  a 
Day,  with  a  large  Sum  of  Money  that 
he  had  drawn  out  of  the  Hands  of  his 
Correfpondents ;  one  of  his  Footmen, 
who  had  fome  Intercourfe  with  us,  hav¬ 
ing  had  the  Goodnefs  to  inform  us  of  it, 
adding  to  his  ufeful  Information,  that  he 
believed  his  Matter  defigned  to  go  over 
for  Refuge  into  England  upon  the  Ac¬ 
count  of  R  eligion,  and  that  it  would  be 
eafy  for  us  to  ftrip  the  Houfe  in  the 
mean  Time. 
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I  imagined  within  myfelf,  that  we 
Ihould  go  and  wait  for  the  Merchant 
on  the  Road,  at  his  Return  from  Rouen ; 
but  this  they  did  not  think  proper  to  do* 
our  Troop  being  too  ftrong,  and  con- 
fequently  too  infolenr,  to  content  them- 
felves  with  a  filent  Robbery.  They 
formed  another  Refolution  :  As  foon  as 
they  knew  that  the  Family  of  this  Citi¬ 
zen  expedted  him  in  the  Country,  and 
that  his  faithful  Valet  had  caufed  us  to 
be  advertifed  of  his  Arrival,  together 
with  his  Son,  who  ufually  accompanied 
him,  we  all  mounted  our  Horfes  to  re¬ 
pair  thither. 


It  was  not  entirely  dark  when  we 
enter’d  the  Court.  They  had  placed 
me  at  their  Head  by  Way  of  Trial  of 
me.  The  Matter  of  the  Houfe  advan¬ 
ced  to  meet  us,  and  afked  us  very  po¬ 
litely,  if  he  could  be  of  any  Service  to 
us;  I  made  him  no  Anfwer,  but  with 
a  Piftol  that  laid  him  dead  upon  the 
Ground  ;  and  his  Son  and  Wife  were 
treated  in  the  fame  manner.  They 
fpared  the  Domeftick  who  had  ferved 
us  fo  well,  with  fome  of  the  others,  whom 
we  preferred  to  prepare  our  Supper  v 
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we  alfo  fpared  the  Life  of  one  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Monfieur  de  la  Mothe,  and  that 
becaufe  we  were  informed  he  was  deaf 
and  dumb ;  neverthelefs  that  Child  af¬ 
terwards  remembered  fome  of  the  Troop 
who  were  confronted  with  him,  and  was 
the  principal  Occafion  of  their  receiving 
the  Punifhment  they  deferved. 

*  ...» 

I  remember  that  the  Compliments 
made  me  during  the  Supper  by  this  il- 
luftrious  Brotherhood  having  inipired 
me  with  Gaiety,  I  feized  upon  a  Parrot 
which  fluttered  about  in  its  Cage,  and 
cried  Murder !  Murder  !  Words  which 
fhe  had  often  heard  repeated  ;  I  cut  off 
her  Head,  and  thruft  it  into  the  Mouth 
of  the  dead  Citizen,  repeating  fome 
brutal  Jefts,  which  acquired  me  frelh 
Applaufes.  A  young  Man  of  my  own 
Age,  named  Grachi ,  upon  this  faid  to 
me,  with  an  ironical  Tone,  that  it  was 
very  fortunate  to  have  received  from 
Nature  fuch  a  happy  Difpofition  as  I 
expreffed. 

By  this  Stroke  of  Raillery  he  difpleaf 
ed  the  whole  Company,  who  concluded 
from  thence  that  the  young  Grachi , 
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with  his  Sentiments  of  Compafiion  and 
Humanity,  would  never  make  his  For¬ 
tune  in  this  Profefiion,  and  they  con¬ 
demn’d  him  unanimously  not  to  proceed 
in  it.  His  Father,  as  if  this  Reproach 
had  diftionour’d  his  Son,  begged  them 
to  forgive  him :  He  promifed  to  harden 
his  Heart,  if  poflible  to  infpire  him  with 
more  Refolution,  and  for  an  Expiation 
of  his  Weaknefs,  he  forced  him,  upon 
the  Spot,  to  drink  a  large  Glafs  of  the 
Blood  of  the  Murder’d. 

•  9 
It  was  thus  that  this  wretched  Com¬ 
panion  of  my  Miferies  made  me  his 
Confefiion  in  the  Bitternefs  of  his  Heart. 
I  had  refolved  not  to  mention  any  thing 
of  his  Life  to  Monneville  and  Roland* 
left  they  fhould  be  more  carelefs  of  him, 
but  his  Death  prevented  him  from  want¬ 
ing  their  Affiftance  any  longer.  Monne- 
ville ,  when  he  faw  us  cover  him  with 
the  Sand,  fighed  deeply,  and  looking 
dejediedly  upon  us.  It  is  not  worth  the 
Trouble  of  doing  this  twice,  faid  he  to 
us,  leave  a  Place  for  me  by  this  unhap¬ 
py  Wretch ;  I  ought  now  to  go  the  firft, 
by  endeavouring  to  go  farther  I  fhall 
only, embarrafs  you,  and  even  perhaps 
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prevent  you  from  reaching  to  Cape  Coaft. 
Strive  therefore.  Gentlemen,  to  arrive 
thither  alone,  and  do  not  ruin  your- 
felves  obftinately  by  endeavouring  to  pre- 
ferve  me. 

f 

Thefe  Words  of  Monneville  affedied 
us  all,  and  we  told  him,  that  if  he  gave 
himfelf  thus  up  to  Defpair,  and  would 
not  make  a  laft  Effort,  we  would  all  re¬ 
main  with  him,  and  let  ourfelves  perifh 
like  Cowards.  .  I  ftrove,  however,  to 
give  him  Confolation,  by  protefling  to 
him,  that  if  he  would  recoiled;  all  the 
Strength  that  he  had  left  to  follow  us, 
we  would  abandon  ourfelves  to  the  firft 
Negroes  that  we  met,  and  perifh  toge¬ 
ther  by  their  Hands,  or  obtain  Affiftance 
from  them.  Monneville  at  length  fub- 
mitted,  and  we  departed,  after  having 
drank  copioufly  of  the  Water  of  our 
;  River. 

Exhaufted  as  we  were,  we  began  our 
Journey  again,  with  a  full  Refolution  of 
proceeding,  and  we  walked  tolerably 
.  well,  till  Eight  or  Nine  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing,  when  we  found  fome  Negroes  em¬ 
ployed,  as  we  fuppofed,  in  makin 
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a  kind  of  Dam  upon  a  large  River. 
Whatever  their  Cruelty  might  be,  we 
were  in  a  Condition  to  difarm  it,  and, 
as  if  our  Neceflity  alone  had  given  us 
Strength,  we  ceafed  to  feel  it  as  foon  as 
we  faw  thefe  Men,  from  whom  we  might 
receive  Affiftance. 

It  was  not  in  our  Power  to  chufe  in 
what  manner  we  would  falute  them,  w4 
fell  down  fainting  at  their  Feet.  They 
gave  us  in  the  firft  place  a  little  boiled 
Rice  to  cat,  which  doubtlefs  faved  our 
Lives.  After  having  examined  us  with 
Attention  for  above  a  Qaarter  of  an 
Hour,  without  fpeaking  to  us,  they  all 
applied  themfelves  again  to  their  Work, 
except  two  of  the  moft  antient,  who 
remained  with  us  as  if  to  guard  us.  The 
firft  Effeft  that  the  Nourifhment  pro¬ 
duced  which  we  had  taken,  was  to  re¬ 
move  a  Giddinefs  that  had  feized  upon 
us  all ;  and  afterwards  it  gave  us  fo  great 
a  Drowfinefs,  that  in  lefs  than  Half  an 
Hour  we  all  three  fell  into  the  moft 
profound  Sleep. 

Some  Hours  after  we  awaked  on  a 
hidden,  at  the  Noife  made  by  the  Arri- 
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val  of  a  new  Troop  of  Negroes,  at  the 
Head  of  whom  was  the  Chief  of  the 
Canton,  to  whom  they  had  gone  to 
give  Notice  of  our  Arrival.  Conceive, 
if  it  is  poffible,  our  Aftonifhment  and 
our  Joy  when  he  faluted  us,  and  faid  to 
us  in  French ,  From  whence  are  you  ? 
we  thought  we  heard  the  Voice  of  an 
Angel.  I  informed  him  in  few  Words 
f$f  what  Nation  we  were,  and  the  Mis¬ 
fortunes  that  had  happened  to  us  *,  upon 
which  he  exhorted  us  to  take  Courage, 
alluring  us,  that  we  might  think  our- 
ieives  in  as  great  Safety  with  them  as  if 
we  were  in  France. 


To  recover  us  out  of  the  Surprize  he 
perceived  we  were  in,  he  told  us,  that 
lie  had  been  carried  off  and  fent  to  Pa¬ 
ris  when  he  was  but  ten  Years  old  ;  that 
he  had  been  baptized  there,  at  the  Parifh 
of  St.  Sulpice ,  and  held  at  the  Font  of 
Baptifm  by  Madame  the  Dutchefs  de 
Berry ,  then  very  young  ;  and  that  he 
had  afterwards  been  fent  back  to  Judda 5 
to  the  French  Factory,  in  hopes  that  he 
would  be  of  great  Affiftance  to  their 
Trade  ;  but  that  he  had  foon  quitted  all 
to  rejoin  his  Countrymen  again,  with 
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whom,  tho’  very  ignorant,  he  was  bet¬ 
ter  pleafed  than  with  the  French  ;  be¬ 
cause,  faid  he,  I  find  it  better  to  live  as 
a  Mailer  among  the  Stupid,  than  as  a 

Slave  with  Men  of  Senfe. 

*•* 

:j*.>  Jo  -  t*  J 

He  was  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  Paris ,  he  named  all  the  Quarters 
of  that  City  to  Monneville  and  Roland , 
as  well  as  ieveral  Families  particular]^ 
known  to  the  laft.  This  generous  Nc- 
groe,  glad  of  having  an  Opportunity  to 
ihew  us  that  in  France  he  had  learnt  how 
to  behave  himfelf,  did  all  that  we  could 
have  expected  from  the  moil  humane 
of  the  French.  He  caufed  a  kind  of 
Biers  to  be  made,  upon  which  we  were 
carried  by  his  Order  to  his  Village, 
which  was  at  a  confiderable  Diftance 
from  thence. 

♦ 

That  Evening  he  regaled  us  with 
Cabris ,  or  Wild  Goats,  and  the  next 
Day  he  ordered  the  belt  of  fix  or  feven 
young  Hogs,  which  he  had  bought  to 
flock  his  Canton,  to  be  killed  on  pur- 
pofe  for  us.  It  was'  our  own  Fault  that 
we  did  not  flay  with  him  till  we  were 
entirely  recovered,  but  that  we  could 
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not  perfwade  ourfelves  to  lubmit  1 to. 
T  he  Impatience  of  being  again  at  Sea 
ieized  upon  us  the  Moment  he  had  told 
us  that  we  had  but  two  finall  Days 
*  Journey  from  thence  to  Cape  Coaft , 
and  that  the  Negroes,  through  whofe 
Villages  we  were  to  pals,  were  not  of  a 
cruel  Nature. 

•  _  T  *  .•  i  :  * 

After  five  or  fix  Days  of  Repofe  and 
good  Food,  we  demanded  our  Audi¬ 
ence  of  Leave  of  him,  and  this  noble 
Godfon  of  Madame  the  Dutchefs  of 
Berry ,  feeing  us  abfolutely  determined 
to  depart,  gave  us  a  young  Negroe  to 
conduct  us,  and  to  carry  our  Provifions 
for  the  whole  Road.  This  was  not  yet 
all,  he  made  us  a  Prefent  of  half  a  Pound 
of  Gold  Duft,  and  what  charmed  me 
the  moil,  as  to  my  own  Particular,  was, 
that  he  lent  me  a  good  Sabre,  which 
he  had  brought  from  Jidda ,  defiring 
me  to  fend  it  back  by  his  Negroe  as 
foon  as  I  arrived  there.  He  advifed  us 
to  travel  more  in  the  Night  than  in  the 
Day  by  reafon  of  the  Heat ;  and  as  a 
Return  for  all  this  good  Ufage,  he  only 
exacted  from  me  a  Promife  to  make  his 
Compliments  to  five  or  fix  Valets  and 

Cham- 
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Chambermaids  of  Paris ,  with  whom 
he  had  been  intimately  acquainted,  he 
faid,  and  whofe  Names  and  Sirnames  he 
repeated  to  us  a  thoufand  Times. 

We  met,  in  our  firtt  Day’s  March, 
with  one  of  thofe  three  great  Rivers 
which  he  had  told  us  were  between  his 
Village  and  Cape  Coaft  \  and  as  Monne - 
ville  could  not  fwim,  I  was  obliged  to 
take  him  upon  my  Back,  tor  we  were 
both  very  near  being  drown’d ;  which  was 
the  Reafon  that,  to  get  him  over  the 
other  Rivers,  we  fattened  fome  Pieces 
of  Wood  together,  and  in  that  manner 
made  a  little  Float,  which  Roland  and 
I  puttied  before  us  as  we  fwam. 

We  paffed  near  feveral  little  Euro¬ 
pean  Forts,  in  each  of  which  there  was 
only  a  Garrifon  of  four  or  live  Soldiers, 
-their  fmall  Number  keeping  them  al¬ 
ways  upon  their  Guard  againft  a  Sur¬ 
prize ;  they  all  refuted  to  receive  us,  and 
even  threatened  to  fhoot  us  if  we  ap¬ 
proached  them.  Our  Guide  alfo,  in 
our  Route,  (hewed  us  a  Mine  of  Gold*. 

M  5  AH 

*  St.  George  de  la  Mine,,  about  three  Leagues 
from  Cafe  Co  aft. 
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All  the  Negroes  that  were  there  had 
Rings  of  Gold  upon  their  Toes  and 
their  Fingers  ;  they  were  even  platted 
into  their  Hair.  The  little  Furnaces  in 
which  they  made  thefe  Rings,  Golden 
Hearts,  Half-Moons,  and  other  fuch 
little  Toys,  were  under  Ground,  and  in 
very  bad  Order,  and  their  Workman- 
fhip  appeared  but  indifferent.  They 
fear ce  had  anyRefemblance  oftheThings 
whofe  Names  they  bore.  They  gave  us 
of  them  in  Exchange  for  Gold  Duff, 
very  faithfully,  and  almofl  Weight  for 
Weight. 

We  arrived  at  length  at  Cape  Coaft * 
where  we  had  fo  much  wifhed  to  find  our- 
felves,  without  forefeeing  the  new  Dif- 
after  that  attended  us  there  ;  for  we  fell 
once  more  into  the  Hands  of  the  fame 
Englijh  Captain  that  had  taken  us  Pri- 
loners.  When  he  faw  us  again  he 
thought  he  beheld  a  Vifion,  not  being 
able  to  imagine  that  we  could  have 
efcaped  the  Dangers  he  had  expofed 
us  to  by  fetting  us  afhore.  Certainly, 
laid  he,  fhewing  me  to  Monfieur  Ga~ 
xali ,  if  we  don’t  put  this  Devil  into  the 
Mouth  of  a  Cannon  we  ihall  never  get 

rid 
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rid  of  him.  You  would  not  gain  by 
doing  fo,  replied  I  to  him  in  Englijh  ; 
at  lead:  if  you  had  done  it  before,  you 
would  have  loft  my  Ranfom,  and  that 
of  my  Companions,  which  we  have 
brought  you :  We  then  prefented  to  him 
our  whole  Quantity  of  Gold  Dull,  which 
he  took  without  any  Ceremony,  and  al¬ 
ter  we  had  related  to  him  all  the  Pains 
and  Miferies  that  we  had  fuffered,  dur¬ 
ing  the  dreadful  Journey  that  he  had  fo 
cruelly  made  us  take,  he  fent  us  to  the 
Dungeon,  without  difcovering  to  us  the 
further  Punifhment  he  intended  for  us. 

Monfieur  Cazali  follicited  ftrongly 
in  our  Favour.  He  reprefented  to  the 
Captain,  that  our  two  Companions  who 
had  perifhed  fo  miferably  had  paid  fuffi- 
ciently  for  us,  and  that  he  was  perfwa'* 
ded  that  he  would  have  the  Generality 
to  let  us  enjoy  at  Liberty  a  Life  which 
had  been  fpared  by  the  Negroes  and  the 
Wild  Beafts.  Our  Advocate  had  no 
Succefs,  for  we  remained  fifteen  Days 
in  the  Dungeon,  and  at  length  were 
releafed  from  it  by  a  Folly,  which  alone 
would  have  been  fufficient  •  to  have 
thrown  me  there,  if  Mankind  was  not 

fo 
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fo  corrupted  as  they  are,  and  fo  fami¬ 
liar  with  Vice. 

Monfieur  Cazalt ,  whofe  firft  Care  had 
been  to  provide  us  with  Nourifement 
capable  of  re-eftablifhing  us,  by  fend¬ 
ing  us  in  private  the  moft  excellent 
Meats,  of  which  he  often  deprived  him- 
lelf,  came  to  us  one  Day,  and  made  us 
a  very  long  Vifit  in  our  Prifon ;  and 
perceiving  that  I  had  only  the  wretched 
Remains  of  my  blue  Shirt,  which  fcarce 
half  covered  my  Body,  he  fent  me 
the  Moment  he  returned  home  one  of 
his  Shirts  by  a  Negrefs  who  attended 
upon  him.  This  Lady  acquitted  her- 
fclf  of  but  one  half  of  her  Commiffion  ; 
fhe  contented  herfelf  with  making  her 
Mailer’s  Compliments  to  me,  and  add¬ 
ing  great  Civilities  of  her  own,  but  fhe 
kept  the  Shirt. 

When  fhe  was  returned  home  from 
the  Prifon,  Monfieur  Cazali  afked  her 
feveral  Queflions  concerning  me,  and  he 
judged  by  the  Anfwers  that  fhe  made 
him*  that  die  had  not  given  me  the 
Shirt.  He  afked  her  why  fee  had  done 
thus :  She  told  himfenfolently,  that  the 
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Shirt  belonged  lawfully  to  her,  and  that 
I  had  made  her  a  Prefent  of  it  for  he- 
Favours.  She  maintained  this  Invenr 
tion  with  fo  much  Steadinefs,  that  Mon- 
fieur  Cazali  very  pioully  believed  her* 
tho5  flie  was  at  leaft  fourlcore. 

,  He  thought  this  Adventure  fo  extra¬ 
ordinary,  that  he  could  not  forbear  im¬ 
parting  it  to  fome  Englijh  Officers,  who 
diverted  themfelves  with  it  highly.  They 
afterwards  related  this  marvellous  Hifto- 
ly  to  the  Captain,  who  laughed  at  it  ffill 
more  than  they  did:  To  procure  him- 
felf  a  new  comic  Scene  at  my  Expence, 
after  Supper  they  all  conducted  this  beau¬ 
tiful  Beldame  to  me  in  Ceremony ;  fe¬ 
ral  Flambeaux  preceded  her,  like  an  In¬ 
dian  Bride  whom  they  were  accompany¬ 
ing  to  the  Nuptial  Bed.  I  law  plainly 
that  all  thefe  gay  Gentlemen  came  thi¬ 
ther  to  entertain  themfelves  at  my  Colt, 
and  without  knowing  then  why  they 
took  this  Diverfion,  I  entered  with  a 
good  Grace  into  their  Pleafantry.  I 
rallied  with  them  upon  the  Charms  of 
the  Belle  Brunette ,  and  what  I  faid  to 
them  that  Evening  put  them  in  fo  good 
a  Humour,  that  Monfieur  Cazali  came 

the 
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the  next  Morning  to  tell  us  we  were  at 
Liberty,  and  that  we  fliould  be  con¬ 
ducted  to  J ud da ,  where  they  even  per¬ 
mitted  me,  if  I  pleafed,  to  carry  my 
young  Miitrefs  with  me. 

Judda ,  upon  the  Coafl  of  Guinea ,  is  a 
neutral  Port  in  Time  of  War.  No  large 
VefTel  can  enter  it,  they  are  obliged  to 
remain  in  the  Road,  becaufe  there  is  a 
Bar,  or  a  kind  of  Sand-Bank,  which 
prevents  their  Entrance.  This  Bar  occa- 
fions  fuch  Surges  that  they  muft  be  ob- 
ferved  with  great  Care  not  to  perifh  even 
in  a  Shallop.  The  Veffel  which  carried 
us  to  Judda,  went  thither  to  buy  Negroes. 
When  we  were  in  her  Shallop,  I  perceiv’d 
that  the  Sailors,  as  they  pafled  the  Bar, 
worked  her  very  ill ;  I  would  have  fteer’d, 
but  they  prevented  me,  and  we  overfet 
in  a  Moment. 

There  were  always  feveral  Negroes 
there,  who  being  ufed  to  thefe  Sorts  of 
Accidents,  and  certain  of  gaining  fome 
Recompence,  throw  themfeives  into  the 
Water,  and  go  to  the  Affiftance  of  thofe 
who  feand  in  need  of  it.  Two  of  them 
immediately  helped  me  to  fave  Monne - 
vilify  then  giving  my  Attention  to  Ro¬ 
land, 
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land,  my  other  Companion,  I  faw  him  at 
a  great  Diftance  from  me,  and  I  thought 
he  feemed  to  be  drowning.  I  imme¬ 
diately  left  Monneville  in  the  Hands  of 
the  two  Negroes,  and  I  haded  to  the 
Parifian,  whom  I  caught  by  the  Hair, 
and  it  was  with  great  Difficulty  that  I 
kept  him  above  Water  till  they  came  to 
my  Affiftance,  for  he  had  loft  his  Senfes, 
and  did  not  help  himfelf  in  the  lead. 
We  thought  him  dead  when  he  was 
upon  the  Land;  however,  by  Degrees 
he  recovered  his  Spirits,  and  in  four  and 
twentyHours  he  was  entirely  recovered. 

We  had  great  Reafon  to  be  fenfible 
that  we  were  at  laft  with  our  Country¬ 
men.  Monfieur  de  Chamois,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  French  Fort  at  Judda,  be¬ 
haved  to  us  with  a  Tendernefs,  that  was 
more  like  a  Father  than  like  one  of  the 
fame  Nation  only.  He  had  us  walhed, 
ffiaved,  and  bathed,  furniffied  with  Lin- 
nen,  Cloaths,  and  Money,  and  gave  us 
the  Uie  of  his  own  Table  as  Jong  as  we 
remained  there.  What  did  he  not  do 
to  engage  us  not  to  leave  him  !  With 
what  Ardour  did  he  offer  to  contribute 
towards  our  raifing  a  confiderable  For¬ 
tune  there !  It  is  certain  we  fhould  have 

been 
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been  of  great  Service  to  him  in  that 
Country. 

He  took  the  Trouble  him felf  of  teach¬ 
ing  the  Military  Exercife  to  feveral  Ne- 
oroes,  with  whom  he  wifhed  to  have 
affifted  his  Ally  the  King  of  Judda, 
who  was  oppreffed  by  his  Neighbours  •, 
but  he  wanted  Officers  at  the  Head  of 
his  Negroes,  without  which  they  would 
be  but  wretched  Troops.  He  made  no 
Efforts  to  detain  Monneville ,  when  he 
knew  upon  what  Occafion,  and  with 
what  Orders  he  had  quitted  France  ;  but 
as  to  Roland  and  myfelf,  he  declared  to 
us  in  pofitive  Terms,  that  he  would  not 
let  us  efcape  fo  foon. 

Near  three  Months  paffed  before  any 
Occafion  prefented  itlelf  for  our  putting 
to  Sea  again,  and  I  almoft  defpaired  of 
quitting  this  Country,  when  a  Privateer 
of  Martinico  came  to  anchor  in  the 
Road  of  Judda.  It  was  a  Veffel  called 
the  Brave,  of  fix  Guns,  the  Captain  of 
which  was  named  De  Gennes.  There 
were  aboard  her  feveral  Privateers  of  St. 
Domingo ,  who  knew  me  •,  and  when  they 
learned  I  was  there,  they  came  with 

their 
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their  Captain  to  defire  me  to  join  with 
them  ;  which  I  promifed  them  to  do, 
even  in  fpite  of  Monfieur  de  Chamois ,  if 
he  endeavoured  to  oppofe  it. 

I  expelled,  in  effeiff,  that  this  Go¬ 
vernor  would  have  attempted  putting  an 
Obftacle  to  it ;  neverthelefs,  Roland  and 
myfelf  had  no  fooner  demanded  his  Per- 
miffion  than  he  granted  it,  teftifying  to 
us,  with  Politenefs,  the  Regret  he  felt 
at  it.  He  exafted  from  us,  however, 
one  Thing,  which  we  could  not  refufe 
him  •,  which  was,  to  lend  him  our  Af- 
fiftance  for  an  Expedition  that  he  medi¬ 
tated  ;  after  which  he  confented  to  our 
Separation,  provided  that,  in  our  room, 
they  left  him  at  leaft  one  Man  of  the 
Equipage. 

.  Roland ,  more  prudent  than  I,  offer’d 
himfelf  to  flay,  which  gave  great  Plea- 
lure  to  Monfieur  de  Chamois ,  becaufe 
this  Parijian  was  a  very  brave  Fellow, 
of  great  Experience,  and  who  could  be 
of  confiderable  Affiftance  to  him.  What 
engaged  Roland  to  take  this  Refolution, 
was,  that  the  Hazards  he  had  run  at 
Sea,  and  efpecially  the  laft,  which  I  had 
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juft  faved  him  from,  gave  him  a  Diflike 
to  that  Element.  The  Acquifition  of 
the  Gold  Duft  of  the  Negroes,  tho’ 
more  flow,  appeared  to  him  preferable 
to  the  Expectation  of  thofe  fortunate 
Chances  of  the  Privateer  Bufinefs,  which 
few  have  the  liappinefs  to  meet  with. 

'  "  •  ^  -v  *.  *  -  ■  Jr. A  [  4^ 

In  efted,  he  fucceeded  fo  well  in  his 
Affairs  at  Judda ,  that  in  1719  I  faw 
him  pafs  through  Nantes ,  with  a  Trea- 
iure  of  near  eighty  Pounds  of  Gold 
Duft,  which  he  was  carrying  to  Paris , 
where  hedeffgned  to  fettle  himfelf  in  an 
advantageous  Poft.  He  was  extremely 
pleafed  at  meeting  me  there ;  he  was 
never  fatisned  with  repeating  to  me  that 
I  had  faved  his  Life  >  and  I  could  not 
excufe  myfeJf  from  receiving  from  his 
Liberality  a  Found  of  Gold  Duff,  which 
was  then  worth  feveral  hundred  Livres* 

I  have  fmce  heard  that  he  lives  at  Paris 
in  great  Affluence  and  Tranquility. 

r  .  > -  . v  4  ;  i 

To  return  to  Monfieur  de  Chamois ;  he 
exaded  from  usr  that  we  fhould  go  to 
make  a  Defcent  upon  Princes  IJland ,  I 
know  not  for  what  Reafon  *  for  not  long 
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before  it  had  been  facked  together  with 
the  Illand  of  St .  Thomas  by  Monfieur 
Parent .  Princes  IJland  is  almoft  diretft- 
ly  under  the  Line,  and  belongs  to  the 
Portuguefe  ;  we  arrived  thither  in  feven 
Days  ;  we  landed  two  Leagues  from  the 
Town,  conducted  by  a  Mulatto,  the  Son 
of  a  white  Man  and  a  Female  Savage  of 
that  Ifland.  He  knew  the  Country,  and 
Monfieur  de  Chamois  had  given  him  to 
us  as  a  Guide  ;  he  managed  our  Route 
and  our  Time  fo  properly,  that  we  ad- 
vanced  to  the  Entrance  of  the  Suburbs 
without  being  difcovered. 

We  were  fpied  there  by  fome  Ne¬ 
groes, who  alarmed  the  Place  :  We  found 
plainly,  that  without  this  Surprize  we 
fhould  never  have  carried  it,  upon  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Smallnefs  of  our  Number, 
Cnee  fifty  Citizens  flopped  us  above 
half  an  Hour  upon  a  narrow  Bridge, 
where  we  were  obliged  to  pafs.  They 
made  this  Refiftance  only  to  give  the  reft 
of  the  Inhabitants  Time  to  retire  to  the 
Woods  with  the  belt  of  their  Effects ; 
for  the  Defenders  of  the  Bridge  had  no 
fooner  given  way,  and  taken  their  Flight 
promifeuoufly,  but  we  made  ourfelves 
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Mailers  of  the  Town  without  Oppofi- 
tion.  The  Inhabitants,  who  had  fhut 
themfelves  up  in  the  Citade!,  abandon¬ 
ed  it  in  the  Night;  fo  that  the  next 
Morning  we  marched  into  it  without 
ftriking  a  Blow.  We  found  there  eight 
Pieces  of  Cannon,  which  we  fpiked  and 
threw  over  into  the  Ditch. 

Monfieur  Parent  had  fo  thorougly 
ruined  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland,  that 
we  could  draw  nothing  from  them  by 
way  of  Contribution  ;  therefore,  having 
occupied  their  Hcufes  for  fome  few 
Days,  while  they  lay  in  the  Woods,  we 
fet  Fire  to  them,  that  Monfieur  de  Cha¬ 
mois  might  know,  however,  that  we  had 
kept  our  Promife  to  him.  We  refolv- 
ed  afterwards  to  go  upon  the  Coaft  of 
Brazil  *,  but  before  our  Departure  from 
this  Ifland,  we  began  to  have  a  Tafte  of 
what  Fortune  deftined  for  us  in  this 
Voyage.  In  attempting  to  carry  off 
fome  Flocks  of  Sheep,  feveral  of  our 
Companions  were  taken  by  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  murdered  fo  cruelly,  that  we 
refolved  to  revenge  their  Death.  Un¬ 
fortunately  the  Enemies  that  we  had  to 
* 

deal  with  were  fo  nimble,  that  they 

efcaped 
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efcaped  us  when  we  imagined  we  had 
them  fafe,  and  their  Parties  were  conti¬ 
nually  furprizing  fome  of  our  People ; 
add  to  this,  the  Heats  of  the  Climate,  ftill 
more  difficult  to  fupport  than  the  Fa¬ 
tigues  of  our  Incurfions.  Several  of  our 
Companions  fell  ill,  Part  of  them  died 
upon  the  Ifland,  Part  of  them  at  Sea  ; 
fo  that  we  loft  at  leaft  twenty  Men,  by 
attempting  imprudently  to  revenge  three 
or  four. 

1 

*  f  .  A  i 

From  thence  to  the  Coaft  of  Brazil 
we  were  kept  fo  long  out  at  Sea  by  the 
ftormy  Weather,  that  our  Water  began 
to  tail  when  we  arrived  there  ;  therefore 
our  firft  Care  was  to  find  out  frefh  Wa¬ 
ter.  For  this  End  we  landed  two  Nights 
together  without  finding  any,  which 
made  us  refolve  to  take  it  in  the  Day  in 
fome  uninhabited  Part.  This  did  not 
fucceed  ^  we  were  perceived,  and  re- 
pulfed  every  where. 

•  *  ^  % 

The  greateft  Harm  the  Pcrtuguefe 
did  us  was,  that  having  feen  us  in  the 
Day  examine  the  Entrance  of  a  little 
River,  and  making  no  doubt  but  we 

defigned  to  land  there  in  the  Night, 

•*  *  , 
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they  laid  an  Ambufcade  for  us,  and  at 
the  third  Voyage  that  we  made  thither, 
they  carried  off  our  Shallop,  and  ten  of 
our  Comrades,  whom  they  furprized, 
were  maffacreed,  without  a  Poffibility 
of  our  affifting  them. 

..  -  • r’  .  ,  \ \ IfiOQ'OI.  l 

After  this  Misfortune,  we  were  for 
three  whole  Months  the  Sport  of  Winds, 
fometimes  drove  beyond  Rio  Janeiro, 
fometimes  towards  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
when  we  expected  to  have  refrelhed  our- 
felves  there  we  were  immediately  brought 
along  the  Coafts  to  Cayenne ,  where  we 
at  length  got  into  Harbour,  all  of  us 
very  ill,  having  been  for  a  confiderable 
Time  reduced  to  drink  each  of  us  only 
half  a  Pint  of  Water  in  four  and  twenty 
Hours,  and  at  length  to  have  nothing 
but  our  Sails  to  fuck  in  the  Mornings, 
when  they  were  moiftened  with  the 
Dew. 

Being  unable  to  keep  the  Sea,  we  re- 
folved  to  retire  to  Martinico ,  as  foon  as 
we  were  fomething  recovered.  Before 
we  arrived  there,  we  met  in  our  Way 
Monfieur  Dugue,  a  Captain  of  a  Priva¬ 
teer  of  St.  Domingo ,  who,  with  a  gay 

frelh 
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frefh  embarked  Company,  was  taking 
his  Route  towards  Angola  *,  on  board 
the  Francois ,  a  Veffel  of  eight  Guns. 
We  fpoke  to  them,  we  related  our  Dif- 
afters  to  them,  and,  as  I  knew  De  Gen¬ 
res  was  going  to  careen,  I  accepted  the 
Propofition  that  Dugue  had  made  to  tak» 
me  aboard. 

Monneville  was  far  from  wifhing  to 
follow  me.  He  was  fo  fatigued  with 
the  Sea,  and  the  Mifery  he  fuffered, 
that  he  was  not  to  be  known  almoft. 
He  conjured  me  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes 
not  to  quit  him,  but  to  conduct  him 
to  France ,  alluring  me,  that  he  had 
what  was  more  than  fufficient  to  make 
me  live  happy  with  him,  and  offered  to 
fhare  his  Fortune  with  me ;  but  I  was 
not  yet  tired  enough  of  the  Sea  to  accept 
of  his  Offers.  All  that  I  could  do  for 
him,  was  to  defire  De  Gennes  to  leek 
an  Opportunity  for  his  returning  into 
France ,  and  to  depend  upon  my  Pay¬ 
ment  of  every  Thing  that  my  Friend 
might  agree  for.  He  arrived  fafely  in 
his  native  Country,  and  many  Years 

after 

*  Upon  the  Coafts  of  Africa ,  about  ten  De¬ 
grees  Southern  Latitude. 
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after  I  had  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  him 
happy  in  the  Boibm  of  his  Family. 

\  ’  ;  '  *  x.  j  J  > 

Dug  lie  had  the  ftrongeft  Company  I 
had  ever  fcen  in  a  Privateer,  and  his 
Veffel  was  an  excellent  Sailor,  I  found 
myfelf,  therefore,  in  the  midft  of  Com¬ 
panions,  who  having  at  lead  as  good  an 
Opinion  of  themfelves  as  I  had,  and  as 
ftrong  a  Difpofition  for  Adtion,  pro- 
mifed  foon  to  make  me  Amends  for  the 
unlucky  Expedition  I  had  been  upon. 
We  did  not  go  fo  far  as  the  Coafts  of 
Africa  before  their  good  Intentions  were 
put  to  a  Trial.  We  met  off  St.  Helena , 
where  we  defigned  to  put  in  for  Re- 
frefhment,  an  Englijh  Ship  of  thirty 
Guns. 

t  -  - 

We  difpofed  ourfelves  to  board  her, 
and  fhe  to  avoid  it.  They  fired  upon 
us  for  above  two  Hours,  and  killed  a 
confiderable  Number  of  our  People  ; 
the  unfortunate  Dugue  was  amongft  the 
Dead,  and  I  was  declared  Captain  upon 
the  Spot.  I  immediately  gave  out  my 
Orders  for  grappling ;  and  the  long  Re¬ 
finance  of  the  Englijlo  having  animated 
us  againft  them,  together  with  the  Death 
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of  our  Chief,  we  fought  with  fo  much 
Eagernefs,  that  when  they  ftruck  there 
was  fcarce  one  Man  left  who  was  in  a 
Condition  to  defend  himfelf. 

The  exceffive  Defire  I  had  to  revenge 
myfelf  on  the  Portuguefe  for  what  they 
had  made  me  fuffer,  was  the  Occafion 
of  my  propofing,  in  my  little  Council,  to 
return  into  America ,  and  cruize  upon  the 
'Coaft  of  Brazil .  My  Advice  was  una- 
nimoufiy  approved,  when  I  made  them 
obferve  the  Difficulty  there  was  to  dif- 
pofe  of  our  Prize  any  where  but  at  St. 
Domingo  or  Martinico  \  and  when  I  had 
reprefented  to  them  how  feldom  the  Pri¬ 
vateers  made  their  Fortunes  upon  the 
Coaft  of  Africa ,  where  they  met  with 
almoft  as  many  Men  of  War  as  Mer¬ 
chantmen,  and  where  there  was  no  com¬ 
modious  Place  for  their  Retreat. 

When  we  drew  near  Brazil ,  wc  fent 
fix  of  our  People,  with  fome  of  the  Eng* 
lifh  to  Petit  Goave ,  to  fell  our  Prize, 
and  feeing  thefe  little  Ifiands  again, 
where  two  Months  before  they  had  re- 
fufed  us  Watering,  I  made  Defcents 
V  o l.  II,  N  upon 
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upon  them,  which  the  Filhermen  who 
inhabited  there  could  not  prevent.  We 
put  all  to  Fire  and  Sword,  and  threw 
into  the  Sea  a  prodigious  Quantity  of 
dried  Filh  which  we  found  there,  and 
in  which  all  their  Wealth  co'nfifts.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Night  we  palled  entirely  a-crofs 
the  River  of  Janeiro ,  to  take  in  Wood 
and  Water  at  the  Ifland  of  St.  Ann. 

Tho’  this  Ifland  is  very  fmall,  not 
being  much  above  a  League  in  Circum¬ 
ference,  yet  there  is  near  the  Middle  of 
it  a  fine  Refervoir  of  frelh  Water.  We 
faw  there  Birds  of  a  moft  extraordinary 
Colour  ;  their  Bodies  were  of  a  very 
bright  Red,  their  Wings  and  their  Tails 
of  the  fineft  Black  upon  Earth.  After 
this  we  approached  the  Continent,  and 
continually  making  Defcents,  we  ruin’d 
the  Plantations,  and  fet  excefiive  Price 
upon  the  Liberty  of  thole  Prifoners  who 
were  able  to  redeem  themfelves. 

We  carried  off  among!!  the  reft,  a- 
bout  twelve  Leagues  from  Rio  Janeiro , 
a  Captain  of  a  Guarda  Cojla ,  his  Wife, 
two  Daughters  who  were  Women,  a. 
Game ,  and  feveral  Slaves.  The  Carme 

was 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene.  267 

was  Brother  to  the  Captain,  and  had 
conveyed  himfelf  thither  from  his  Con¬ 
vent  in  St.  Sebajlian  *,  by  exprefs  Or¬ 
ders  from  their  good  Mother,  who  was 
willing,  before  Ihe  left  the  World,  to 
have  the  Confolation  of  feeing  her  two 
Sons  together,  and  giving  them  her 
Benediction.  This  pious  Mother,  after 
having  divided  to  each  his  Portion  of 
her  Goods,  was  taking  her  Leave  of 
them,  when  we  aflaulted  her  Habitation. 
The  firft  Fuzils  that  we  fhot  interrupted 
the  mournful  Ceremonial  of  their  Adieus, 
and  a  filent  Fear  fucceeded  to  the  loud 
Cries  and  Complaints  with  which  the 
Houfe  had  refounded. 

N  • 

No  Perfon  feemed  to  pretend  to  op- 
pofe  us,  but  a  young  Woman  of  more 
Spirit  than  the  reft,  who  endeavoured 
very  impolitely  to  have  dapped  the  Door 
againft  us,  but  unluckily  for  her  a  Muf- 
ket  Shot  loon  fent  her  to  keep  the  good 
old  Woman  Company.  The  Car  me  in 
an  Agony  fled  into  the  Garden.  The 
Captain,  who  had  alfo  efcaped  there, 

N  2  im- 

*  The  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Rio 
yiero. 
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immediately  fired  at  us,,  without  per¬ 
ceiving  that  we  had  feized  upon  hisWife 
and  his  Daughters.  As  foon  as  his  Eyes 
were  ftruck  with  that  Spe&acle,  and  that 
he  took  notice  we  were  preparing  to  fet 
fire  to  the  Houfe,  he  ceafed  to  defend: 
himfelf,  and  fubmitted  with  a  good 
Grace.  The  Monk  made  more  Cere¬ 
monies  ;  he  fummoned  us  firft  in  the 
Name  of  Heaven  to  fpare  his  Life,  then, 
as  if  he  had  diltrufted  obtaining  his  Par¬ 
don  in  that  manner,  he  foften’d  in  a 
Moment,  proftrated  himfelf  humbly  at 
our  Feet,  and  conjured  us  by  the  hallow¬ 
ed  Candle,  with  whofe  Light  his  Mo¬ 
ther’s  Soul  was  then  flown,  and  which 
he  ftill  held  in  his  Hands. 

Judge  not  of  me  by  my  Habit,  cry’d 
he  to  us ;  I  am  a  Prieft,  Gentlemen,  do 
not  imbrue  your  Elands  in  the  Blood  of 
an  Ecclefiaftick,  a  Religious,  a  Carme . 
I  demand  nothing  from  you  but  my 
Life  i  grant  it  me  out  of  Companion, 
or  rather  for  your  own  Interefl.  I  am 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  this.  Habita¬ 
tion,  and  I  offer  myfelf  to  difcover  to 
yoy  every  thing  that  is  of  Value,  and 

worth. 
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worth  your  carrying  off.  At  fo  pathe- 
tick  a  Speech  we  re-affured  him,  upon 
Condition  that  he  kept  his  Word,  which 
he  did  not  fail  to  do.  He  opened  all 
the  Locks  to  us,  faying.  Take,  Gentle¬ 
men,  all  is  yours.  He  pronounced 
ihefe  Words  with  fo  much  Ardour  and 
Franknefs,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
doubt  but  he  fincerely  renounced  all 
earthly  Poffeffions. 

We  were  obliged  to  him  for  many 
Things,  which  without  him  would  have 
efcaped  our  Difcovery,  and  particularly 
twelve  Negroes,  whom  he  made  us  take 
in  a  Place  where  v/e  fhould  never  have 
thought  of  fearchxng  for  them.  They 
made  no  Refiftance,  being  fully  pcrfwad- 
ed,  like  the  Afs  in  the  Fable,  that  ft  nee 
they  muff  be  Slaves,  it  was  indifferent  to 
them  who  was  their  Matter. 

As  it  is  difficult  to  fatisfy  all  Parties, 
the  generous  Procedure  of  the  Car  me 
difgufted  his  whole  Family,  who  though# 
him  too  liberal  at  their  Expence  *,  his 
Sifter- in-Law  particularly,  a  little  pal- 
fionate  and  hafty  by  Nature,  made  her 

N  3  Invec- 
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Inve&ives  in  very  plain  Terms.  Would 
you  believe  it,  Gentlemen*  faid  fhe  to 
us  when  they  were  aboard*  that  that 
Creature  who  was  killed  was  the  Com¬ 
panion  of  this  Reverend  Father,  who 
had  the  Infolence  to  bring  her  to  my 
Houfe,  tho5  he  came  there  only  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  laft  Bleffing  of  his  Mother  ! 

She  was  continuing  her  Elogy  of  the 
Monk,  when  her  Hufband  impofed  Si¬ 
lence  upon  her,  to  make  us  his  Excufes 
for  her  Sally  of  Pafiion.  You  fee  plain¬ 
ly,  Gentlemen,  faid  he,  that  ’tis  her 
Anger  that  has  blacken’d  the  Character 
fte  gives  of  my  Brother.  He  is  a  Raf- 
cal,  I  acknowledge  it ;  but  it  ought  not 
to  have  been  told  for  our  own  Honour, 
and  that  of  Religion.  But  be  not  fcan- 
dalized  at  what  you  have  heard  ;  the 
Religious  here  do  not  refemble  him  who 
has  been  defcribed  to  you  \  they  are 
learned,  virtuous,  zealous  for  the  Faith, 
and  always  ready  to  feal  it  with  their 
Blood. 

The  good  Portuguefe  faid  nothing 
but  what  was  ftri&Jy  true,  but  he  did 

not 
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not  add,  that  in  this  new  World  there 
was  alfo  a  great  Number  of  the  Monks 
ignorant,  idle,  and  debauch’d,  and  who 
had  only  choie  the  Convent  to  live  with 
Impunity  in  Luxury,  Plenty,  and  Sloth. 
He  did  not  confefs  to  us  what  we  very 
well  knew,  that  in  that  Country  he  who 
names  a  Monk,  names  a  Man  powerful, 
abfolute,  haughty,  independant ;  a  Man 
dreaded  by  the  Great,  refpeited  and  al- 
moit  adored  by  the  Populace,  who  have 
neither  the  Senfe  nor  the  Courage  to 
fhew  themfeives  fcandalized  at  his  Con¬ 
duit. 

As  it  was  not  the  Morals  of  our  Pri- 
foners,  but  this  Ranfom  that  was  of  Con- 
fequence  to  us,  we  obliged  them  to  write 
to  the  Governor  of  Rio  Janeiro ,  whofe 
Relations  they  were,  that  we  demanded 
of  him  for  their  Liberty  a  certain  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Flour,  Sheep,  and  Brandy  ;  that 
if  we  did  not  receive  thefe  Provifions  in 
four  and  twenty  Hours,  or  if  there  came 
the  leaft  Veffel  out  of  the  Port,  the  Cap¬ 
tain  and  his  whole  Family  Ihould  anfwer 
for  it.  I  prefume  the  Degree  of  their 
Kindred  with  the  Governor  was  not  fo 

N  4  near 
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near  as  to  give  him  an  hereditary  Right, 
tor  he  perform’d  our  Command  moft 
punctually,  notwithftanding  the  Severity 
and  Harfhnefs  of  the  Conditions  we  im* 
poled  upon  him. 


On  our  Side,  we  had  no  looner  re¬ 
ceived  the  abundant  Supply  that  we  had 
demanded,  than  we  fet  our  Prifoners  a- 
fhore,  very  much  fatisfied  with  our  Be¬ 
haviour.  The  Captain  efpecially  tefti- 
hed,  that  he  was  lefs  touched  with  the 
Liberty  he  recovered,  than  with  the  Re¬ 
gard  and  ReipeCt  we  had  all  fhewn  to 
his  Wife  and  Daughters.  As  to  them, 
when  they  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the 
French,  and  ol  French  Privateers  too,  I 
am  fatisfied  they  did  not  expect  fuch 
Moderation.  In  effett,  I  know  not 
whether  the  fo  much  boalled  Continence 
of  Scipio  was  much  fuperior  to  what  we 
did  in  this  Conjuncture. 


As  to  the  Carme ,  he  had  no  great 
Reafon  to  praife  us.  Abotit  an  Hour 
before  he  left  us  they  play’d  him  a 
Trick,  which  I  had  no  fhare  in,  and 
which  I  difapproved  extremely.  Some 

of 
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of  the  Privateers,  for  their  Amufement, 
treated  him  as  Fulbert  did  the  Lover 
of  Heloife .  I  blamed  them  exceffively, 
and  yet  I  could  not  help  laughing  with 
them  when  the  Surgeon,  whom  I  had 
reproached  the  molt  particularly,  told 
me,  with  the  greateft  Coolnels  in  the 
World,  that  this  Cure  would  bean  Ho¬ 
nour  to  him,  that  the  Operation  had  not 
lafted  two  Minutes,  that  he  would  an- 
fwer  for  the  corporeal  Recovery  of  his 
Patient,  and  that  there  was  great  Rea- 
ion  to  hope  for  the  Spiritual,  which 
without  this  Remedy  mull  have  been 
delperate. 

The  Governor  of  Rio  Janeiro  was  ir¬ 
ritated  to  the  laft  Degree  at  our  Info- 
lence  *,  and  looking  upon  the  Law 
that  I  had  impofed  on  him,  of  furnifh- 
ing  us  with  Provifions,  as  the  greateft 
Affront,  he  refolved  upon  my  Ruin, 
and  thought  of  nothing  but  Revenge. 
He  communicated  hisDefign  to  the  four 
Captains  of  Guarda  Cojlas ,  and  fetting 
,a  Price  upon  my  Head,  he  defired  them 
to  proclaim,  that  he  would  give  four 
thoufand  Pieces  of  Gold  to  the  Perfon 

N  5  that 
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that  ihould  bring  it  to  him.  What  Dif¬ 
ference,  good  God !  I  could  not  now 
get  Sixpence  for  it. 

I  was  fo  exalted  with  this  fignal  Ho¬ 
nour,  that  the  Portuguefe  condefcended 
to  do  me,  that  I  very  frequently  gave 
them  Opportunities  of  attempting  to 
gain  the  Prize  propofed.  We  continu¬ 
ally  made  Defcents,  and  in  our  Pillages 
we  faved  none  but  the  Negroes;  then, 
when  we  had  a  certain  Number  of  them, 
we  hoifted  the  Englijh  Flag,  and  carried 
them  to  fome  Diftance  to  difpofe  of. 
The  Deceit  was  foon  found  out,  and 
without  refpe&ing  the  blue  Flag  they 
very  frequently  fired  upon  us.  They 
laid  fo  many  Snares  for  us,  that  my  va¬ 
luable  Head  was  at  length  very  near 
taking  a  Journey  to  Rio  Janeiro  with¬ 
out  the  reft  of  my  Body. 

The  Governor  having  learnt  that  we 
were  between  his  Capitainie  and  that  of 
Spirito  Santto,  fent  feveral  Frigates  out 
after  us,  who  making  off  to  Sea,  flat¬ 
tered  themfelves  with  furprizing  us  upon 
the  Coaft,  and  hemming  us  in.  The 

Cap- 
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Captain  of  the  firft  that  we  perceived  be¬ 
haved.  in  a  Manner  that  would  perhaps 
have  made  a  Dupe  of  any  other  Perfon 
as  he  did  of  me.  He  drove  before  him 
two  wretched  V eflels,  called  SewciqueSy 
each  with  a  Company  of  about  ten  01 
twelve  Men,  who  no  iooner  law  us  than 
they  feemed  to  ufe  their  utmoft  Efforts 
to  avoid  us,  and  yet  they  fuffered  them- 
felves  to  be  taken. 

When  the  Frigate  appeared  in  its 
Turn,  its  Sails  all  in  Diforder,  like  a 
{hattered  Veffel,  its  flow  Motion,  and 
feven  or  eight  Men  who  appeared  upon 
it,  feemed  to  exert  themfelves  alfo  to 
gain  the  Shore  and  efcape  us  •,  I  thought, 
like  an  Afs,  that  it  was  a  third  Semaque, 
as  eafy  to  take  as  the  two  others,  and 
that  it  was  fufficient  to  go  with  our 
Shallop,  and  fee  if  it  was  no  richer  a 
Prize  than  they  were.  The  Calm  which 
then  reigned,  and  which  made  it  trouble- 
fome  to  bring  our  Veffel  up  with  them, 
was  the  Occafion  of  my  taking  this  Re- 
folution. 

I  got  into  the  Sloop,  therefore,  with 

about 
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about  a  Dozen  of  the  Privateer’s,  and 
we  foon  overtook  them.  The  too  great 
Eagernefs  of  the  Portuguefe  faved  us.' 
Inftead  of  letting  us  board  them  with¬ 
out  difcovering  themfelves,  they  fofe 
up  with  Precipitation  as  foon  as  we  were 
within  Piftol-fhot,  and  made  a  Difcharge 
upon  us  of  two  or  three  hundred  Muf- 
ket-fhot,  which  put  us  into  great  Confu- 
fion.  Our  Shallop  too  was  very  near 
being  overfot,  by  the  fudden  Motion  we 
made  to  veer  about  upon  this  Surprize. 
We  were  fbill  farther  from  expediting 
this,  as  at  our  Approach  three  or  four 
of  thofe  who  had  appeared  upon  the 
Frigate,  had  hoifted  up  the  French  Flag,- 
as  if  againft  the  Endeavours  of  their 
Companions,  and  had  called  out,  Vive 
le  Roy  de  France ,  telling  us,  that  they 
were  Cannoniers  of  St.  Male,  and  that 
they  had  only  entered  among  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  upon  account  of  Monfieur  du  Gue 
T. rouin’s  having  left  them  fick  at  Rio 
Janeiro ,  after  the  Expedition  in  which 
he  had  pillaged  that  Province,  to  re¬ 
venge  the  Treatment  given  to  Monfieur 
le  Clerc. 


the  Chevalier  de  Beauchene.  277 

They  were  indeed  French Czmomasi 
but  the  Traitors-,  after  having  betrayed 
their  Country,  defired  nothing  more 
than  to  make  its  moil  cruel  Enemies 
triumph  over  it.  It  is  eafy  to  fuppofe 
in  what  Terms  we  complimented  them 
as  we  made  off,  whilft  thefe  Betrayers 
making  ufe  of  their  Addrefs  gave  us  an 
Anfwer  with  their  Cannon,  as  long  as 
we  were  within  Shot,  and  Icarce  ever 
miffed  us.  We  did  not  doubt  but  this 
Frigate  was  fupported,  and  getting  off 
as  faft  as  we  could  from  her,  and  from 
the  Coaft,  by  the  Help  of  our  Oars,  we 
endeavoured  to  avoid  the  ConfequenceS 
of  fo  well  concerted  a  Stratagem.  In 
effe6t,  in  lefs  than  an  Hour  we  difcover- 
ed  another  Frigate,  which  waited  only 
for  the  Wind  to  have  attacked  us. 

Such  a  Confpiracy  againft  my  Head 
did  not  remain  unpunilhed.  I  made 
new  Defcents  and  new  Ravages,  till 
having  been  informed  that  whilft  we 
amufed  ourfelves  thus,  a  rich  Veffel,  re¬ 
turning  from  Angola ,  was  peaceably  en¬ 
tering  into  the  River  of  Janeiro.  We 
changed  our  Battery,  and  refolved  to 

cruize 
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cruize  before  its  Entrance  :  We  had  foon 
Reafon  to  applaud  ourfelves  for  this  De¬ 
termination  ;  for  we  had  not  been  there 
above  a  Month,  when  we  perceived  a 
VefleJ,  which  we  could  not  reach  till  it 
was  within  Sight  of  the  Coaft.  It  was 


South  Sea,  and  moll  certainly  was  not  in 
the  lead  expected,  as  fince,  feven  Years 
that  it  had  been  gone  to  the  Eaftern 
Iflands,  it  had  never  been  heard  of,  and 
was  fuppofed  to  be  loft. 


undaunted  Courage,  who  defired  no¬ 
thing  more  than  to  come  to  Action, 
tho’  he  had  but  a  Company  of  a  hum 
dred  Men.  The  Sight  of  their  native 
Country,  to  which  they  had  brought 
back  great  Riches,  after  many  Labours 
and  Dangers,  inlpired  them  all  with  an 
heroick  Courage.  During  more  than 
half  an  Hour,  that  at  two  different 
Times  we  were  upon  their  Deck,  it 
was  impoffible  for  us  to  gain  the  lead 
Advantage  over  them.  They  continu¬ 
ally  made  us  give  Way,  and  retreat  in 
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then  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  on  both 
Sides,  as  if  to  take  Breath  *,  after  which, 
when  we  returned  to  the  Charge,  we 
found  an  equal  Refiftance. 

Filled  with  Anger  and  Confufion, 
we  redoubled  our  Efforts,  and  refolv- 
ed  the  third  Time  rather  to  perifh  than 
to  draw  back.  I  had  remarked,  that 
after  the  firft  Difcharge  of  their  Fire- 
Arms,  the  Portuguefe ,  as  we  did, 
trufted  to  their  Courage,  and  almoft 
all  fought  with  their  Swords.  I  fpoke 
of  it  to  my  Companions,  and  ordered 
to  fix  themfelves  each  upon  a  particular 
Man  as  much  as  it  was  poffible.  This 
fucceeded  perfedtly  for  us,  becaufe  our 
Enemies  had  more  Valour  than  Skill, 
and  combating  with  Fury,  and  confe- 
quently  without  being  upon  their  Guard, 
they  were  guilty  of  no  Faults  but  what 
were  immediately  made  ufe  of.  Their 
Number  then  began  to  diminifh  more 
than  ours,  and  tho*  they  ftill  fought 
with  the  fame  Obftinacy,  v/e  were 
fatisfied  that  the  Viftory  would  be 
ours. 


The 
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The  Captain,  at  length,  feeing  there 
was  no  farther  Refource,  threw  himfelf 
into  the  Sea,  in  hopes  to  fwim  to  Shore, 
and  fave  at  leaft  what  he  had  upon  him : 
But  he  received  a  Mufket-fhot  in  the 
Water,  which  broke  his  Thigh,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  fubmit  and  name 
himfelf  to  fave  his  Life.  The  reft  of 
the  Company  demanded  Quarter  at  the 
fame  Time.  The  Bravery  of  thefe 
Portuguefe  converted  into  Efteem  the 
Hatred  we  had  felt  for  the  whole  Na¬ 
tion.  We  had  the  Wounded  drefled, 
arid  took  the  fame  Care  of  them  as  of 
our  own  Companions. 

As  the  Captain  was  unareffing  for  that 
Purpofe,  who  was  then  fpeechlefs,  we 
found  feveral  Pacquets  of  fmall  Peb¬ 
bles,  carefully  lapped  up,  and  fattened 
in  his  Shirt  .;  and  as  I  had  no  great  Un- 
derftanding  in  fuch  fort  of  Merchan¬ 
dize,  I  looked  upon  them  attentively, 
without  guefling  what  they  were,  when 
I  heard  a  weak  Voice,  which,  from  a- 
mongft  the  Heaps  of  the  Dead  and 
Dying,  called  out  to  me,  Diemainte , 
Diemainte ,  Signor  Fortouna ,  Fortouna . 

This 
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This  was  an  expiring  Portuguefe ,  who 
fearing  that  our  Ignorance  fhould  make 
us  delpife  and  lofe  fo  precious  a  Booty, 
had  the  Goodnefs  to  make  known  the 
Value  of  it.  It  was  a  conliderable 
Quantity  of  rough  Diamonds.  There 
was  at  leaft  to  the  V alue  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  Livres,  if  I  may  judge 
of  them  by  the  Share  I  had.  I  fold 
them  at  Nantes  in  1713,  Part  of  them 
to  Monfieur  de  Bonnefond ,  Commifiary 
at  Breft  ;  and  Part  to  Monfieur  de  Pra- 
dine ,  Brother  to  that  Monfieur  Cazali , 
whom  I  have,  mentioned. 

I  kept  for  five  or  fix  Days  about 
twenty  of  thefe  Portuguefe ,  who  did 
not  vouchfafe  to  die  of  their  Wounds. 
We  ufed  our  utmoft  Efforts  to  engage 
them  to  flay  with  us,  and  reimplace 
thofe  Companions  whom  we  had  loft*. 
Thefe  Portuguefe ,  fo  brave  and  fo  wor¬ 
thy  of  being  Privateers,  were  not  tempt¬ 
ed  to  accept  that  Quality  •,  they  rather 
chofe  the  obfcure  Conditions  of  Citizens 
of  Rio  Janeiro  \  we  fet  them  afhore  then 
five  and  twenty  Leagues  from  that  City, 
giving  them  their  Cloaths,  Provifions, 
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and  more  Money  than  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  carry  them  thither.  We  did 
ftill  more;  feeing  how  rich  our  Prize 
was,  we  gave  them  fo  large  a  Quantity 
of  their  Merchandize  as  would  preferve 
them  from  Want  for  fome  Time. 

_  Their  Captain,  who  was  cured  of 
his  Wound,  felt  himfelf  fo  touch’d  with 
-our  Procedure,  that  addreffing  himfelf 
to  the  Portuguefe  ;  No,  faid  he  to  them, 
it  is  not  the  French  that  we  ought  to 
look  upon  as  our  Enemies,  it  is  the 
Miniiters  of  the  Court  of  Lisbon  who 
have  ventured  to  declare  War  againft  fo 
generous  a  Nation  :  Then  turning  him¬ 
felf  to  us,  he  protefted  upon  his  Ho¬ 
nour,  that  he  was  lefs  fenfible  of  the 
Lofs  of  his  Riches  than  he  was  of  our 
Generofity.  He  added,  that  in  Conft- 
deration  of  him,  I  fhould  now  be  as  much 
beloved  in  the  City  as  I  had  been  hat¬ 
ed.  I  rather  chofe  to  believe  him  upon 
his  Word,  than  to  try  if  he  had  that 
Power  over  the  Minds  of  his  Country¬ 
men. 

I  carried  my  Prize  to  St.  Domingo , 
where  we  fold  it  for  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred 
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dred  thoufand  Livres.  Some  Time  af¬ 
ter,  in  the  Beginning  of  1712,  I  went 
over  to  Martinico ,  where  I  learned 
that  Monfieur  de  Phelypeaux ,  who  was 
the  Governor,  was  railing  Troops  for 
an  Enterprize  againft  the  EngliJIo.  It 
was  refolved  to  feize  upon  Antigoa ,  or 
at  leaft  to  ravage  it.  Monfieur  de  Caf- 
fart  was  the  Perfon  who  had  the  Con- 
du6t  of  this  Expedition.  He  took  for 
this  purpofe  five  of  the  King’s  Ships, 
and  three  thoufand  Men  out  of  his 
Troops,  to  whom  Monfieur  de  Phely - 
peaux  engaged  us  to  join  ourfelves, 
to  the  Number  of  three  hundred 
Privateers,  as  we  were  then  in  Mar- 
tinico * 

The  EngliJIo  were  upon  their  Guard, 
and  we  attempted  fruitlefiy  to  make  a 
Defcent  upon  Antigoa .  Monfieur  de 

Cajfart  was  piqued  to  the  laft  Degree, 
and  being  unwilling  it  fhould  be  laid, 
that  he  had  made  fuch  an  Armament 
in  vain,  he  fixed  upon  Mcntferrat , 
where  the  Englijh  were  too  weak  to 
prevent  our  landing.  They  had,  how¬ 
ever,  formed  eight  or  ten  little  Re¬ 
trench- 
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trenchments,  which  we  were  obliged 
to  force  before  we  could  arrive  at  the 
Town.  Monfieur  de  Ccijfart  drew  up 
his  Army  in  Order  of  Battle,  and  order’d 
the  Privateers  to  be  under  regular  Com¬ 
mand,  the  fame  as  the  other  Troops. 

We  kept  our  Ranks  then  gravely 
•at  the  fir  It  Retrenchment,  which  we 
carried  with  feme  Refiitance,  We  were 
difgufted  with  this  Manner  of  Fight¬ 
ing  ;  and  making  a  left  of  the  Phlegm 
with  which  the  Soldiers  of  a  Batta¬ 
lion  diicreetiy  count  their  Steps,  and 
think  only  of  meafuring  their  March, 
whilft  their  Enemies  have  Time  to 
diforder  the  Symetry  of  it  by  their 
Mu  fleets,  we  let  ourfelves  be  carried 
away  by  our  Impetuofity  at  the  fecond 
Retrenchment,  and  leaving  the  Colours* 
the  Drums,  and  our  General,  to  run 
irregularly  upon  the  Englijh ,  we  drove 
them  from  Retrenchment  to  Retrench¬ 
ment,  and  entered  promifeuoufly  with 
them  into  the  Town. 

Monfieur  de  Cajfart  then  found  him- 
felf  obliged  to  liaften  his  Pace.  When 

he 
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he  entered  the  Place,  he  gave  us  the 
fevereft  Reprimands.  He  reprefented 
to  us,  that,  befides  the  Guilt  of  Dis¬ 
obedience,  we  had  expofed  ourfelves 
to  the  Danger  of  being  cut  to  Pieces 
by  our  imprudent  Vivacity.  How¬ 
ever,  as  he  faw  his  Eloquence  contra- 
didted  by  the  Event,  and  our  Rafhnefs 
juftified,  it  was  fpoke  of  no  more,  and 
the  Remainder  ot  the  Day  was  employ¬ 
ed  in  pillaging  the  Town,  and  ruining 
the  Inhabitants. 

The  Booty  was  carried  in  common 
on  board  the  Ships,  to  be  divided  when 
we  came  to  Martinico ,  fo  that  the  Pil¬ 
lage  of  the  Town  was  performed  at 
firft  with  more  Regularity  than  we  had 
obferved  in  the  taking  of  it.  But  the 
Death  of  one  of  our  Privateers  was  very 
near  making  this  War,  which  we  car¬ 
ried  on  fo  quietly  againft  the  Enghjh.^ 
degenerate  into  a  Civil  War  amongft 
ourfelves.  This  Privateer  prefenting 
himfelf  to  enter  into  a  Houfe  that  made 
a  good  Appearance,  a  French  Officer, 


who  was  at  the  Door  with  fome  Sol 


diers,  would  hay e. hindered  him.  The 
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Privateer  afked  him,  by  what  Right  he 
feized  upon  that  Houfe,  when  neither 
he  nor  his  Companions  had  contributed 
towards  taking  the  Town.  The  Offi¬ 
cer,  inftead  of  anfwering  him,  bid  his  Sol¬ 
diers  keep  him  off,  and  whilft  this  poor 
Wretch  turned  back  to  call  us  to  his 
Affiftance,  he  received  two  Stabs  with 
a  Sword,  of  which  he  fell  down  dead 
upon  the  Spot. 

Some  of  the  Privateers  faw  this,  and 
informed  us  of  it.  We  immediately 
began  to  affemble  ourfelves,  and  to 
fend  for  thofe  who  were  at  a  Dif- 
tance.  Happily  Monfieur  Caffart ,  in¬ 
formed  of  the  Motions  we  made,  run 
to  us,  and  found  us  ready  to  attack 
the  French^  who  prepared  themfelves 
to  receive  us  valiantly,  being  at  lead: 
ten  to  one.  The  Prefence  of  the  Chief 
did  not  difarm  us*  and  perhaps  he 
would  have  been  forced  to  put  him- 
felf  at  the  Head  of  his  little  Army 
againft  us,  if  he  had  not  offered  us  Sa<- 
tisfa&ion,  by  promifing  to  deliver  up  to 
us  the  Officer  of  whom  we  complained. 
This  Promife  appeafed  us,  tho’  it  was 

never 
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never  accompliffied.  The  Officer  dis¬ 
appeared,  and  the  Affair  was  forgot. 
Not  long  after  this,  having  acquired  fo 
confiderable  a  Fortune  by  the  Portu - 
guefe  Prize,  I  refolved  to  take  a  Voy¬ 
age  into  France ,  where  I  arrived  fafely 
in  March ,  1713. 
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